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Revd. Nicola Lenthall
The Vicarage
Clayhall Road
Kensworth
LU6 3RF
Tel: (01582) 872223
Dear friends and parishioners,
I don’t know if you have ever played ‘Word Bingo’ while watching television. It’s when
you wait for a word to be said during the programme and then have a sip of tea
(or perhaps a slightly stronger beverage…). Two currently over-used words which I
enjoy spotting are ‘vibrant’, and ‘journey’. ‘Journey’ is a particularly strong contender,
especially in reality TV shows. Both celebrities and members of the public can almost
be guaranteed to say ‘It’s been a journey’, or ‘I’ve been on a journey with this’ at some
point! It’s an interesting and comparatively recent development which picks up on a
long-established tradition of seeing the whole of life as a journey.
Many Christians talk about their lives as a faith journey. It’s a helpful metaphor
because it reminds us that journeys are often not a smooth progression from one
place to the next. Any of us who has travelled with small children or elderly frail
adults is well aware of the fact that anything can happen, and that it may well involve
clearing up mess, dealing with emotional meltdowns or simply holding someone’s
hand while they cry. This process is not without tension, even if the times of difficulty
are expected, and sometimes manageable, although often not without help. Yet
there are the beautiful sunsets and the unexpected kindnesses too; the joy which we
have from seeing others enjoy themselves and the thankfulness we experience when
others help us.
As with life, so with faith – the two things are not separate. The Bible, much of
Christian writing and many hymns and readings talk of sorrow, doubt and worry being
very much a part of life, but also of the constancy of God’s presence, even when we’re
conscious of distance or even absence. Wherever your journeys take you, remember
that you are always loved and held by God.
With my love and prayers as we journey on together, this summer and always,

Nicola Lenthall
The front cover shows a certain Studham resident enjoying the beautiful Azaleas at
the Whipsnade Garden Party. Thanks to Martin and Tessa Rees for sharing their
lovely gardens with us (see page 8).

AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM
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ST MARY’S CHURCH

Church prayers: in July we shall be praying especially for all the residents of
Swannells Wood and in August there will be particular recognition of everyone in
Church Road, Church Close, Church Mead and Red Lion Cottages. If you would
like a special prayer to be said, perhaps for a loved one or to mark an anniversary,
please contact Churchwarden Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@btinternet.
com).
A special service of Messy Holy Communion will take
place on Sunday 15th July at 10.30am. With a BBQ and
activities for children and young people, the service is
aimed at all family members and will be followed by the
celebration of all the July birthdays. Everyone is very
welcome.
There will be no Children’s Church during the school summer holidays in
August but August birthdays will be celebrated on Sunday 19th August after
the 10.30am Sunday service.

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH

What a splendid May Fair - the weather was sunny, the May Queen, Chloe
Sweetman, her attendants, Freya Mayes and Ella Stafford, and the Maypole dancers
(see below) did the Village School proud. We had more stalls and attractions and
raised more money than ever before. Thank you to all who helped, or joined in the
fun on the day, and particularly to the May Fair Committee of Emma Mulder, Eric
Jacoby, Jane Jacoby, Mike Bailey and Paul Cload and the many volunteers who
worked so hard to provide a brilliant day.
Just time to get your tickets for the very popular Caritas Harmony Choir concert
at the Church on July 7th at 6pm. Tickets £12 (under 12’s free) to include food.
Tickets from Eric Jacoby 872872 or online at Get Tickets, www.caritasharmony.
co.uk.
We also run a 100 Club which costs
only £12 per year with £60 in prizes
each month – the June winners were
Joy Hillier and Graham Russell.
To join the 100 Club, download a
form from the Friends’ website (www.
studhamfriends.co.uk), or contact
John McDougal (john.mcdougal@
btinternet.com or 873257).
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WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE LUNCH

This is on the second Thursday of the month at 12.30pm in the Village Hall.
Everyone is welcome – people come from Dunstable, Luton and all the surrounding
villages as well as Whipsnade. 12th July – main course choices are: roast beef with
roast potatoes and Yorkshire pudding, chicken and ham pie, fisherman’s pie or
venison hot pot, followed by a choice of pudding and tea or coffee; all for £6 and
there is a raffle. Isobel Randall (872552) and Pam Ward (872406) would welcome
offers of help or puddings.
The August lunch is on Thursday 9th August. Choices this time are: roast lamb
with roast potatoes and mint sauce, beef in ale pie, chicken kiev, salmon fillet in
dill sauce.

FESTIVAL CELEBRATION 22ND JULY

On St Mary Magdalene’s Day, the church is having a huge celebration of three
important events, with afternoon tea in the churchyard from 4 – 5.45pm, followed
at 6pm by Festival Evensong led by Revd. Nicola Lenthall. The Bishop of Bedford
is our preacher. In addition to our normal celebration of our patron saint, we are
remembering the 800th anniversary of the appointment in 1218 AD of Gervase, our
first recorded priest. We are also inviting all those who contributed in any way to
the building of our new extension so that we can say thank you. All are welcome,
so join us to see our new facilities during this special anniversary.

WHIPSNADE CHURCH FETE

Many thanks to everyone who worked hard to make the fete a success with special
thanks to Helen Wingate for masterminding it this year.

GARDEN PARTY

Tessa and Martin Rees’ garden party
on 27th May was greatly enjoyed
with delicious cream teas on the
lawn surrounded by spectacular
rhododendrons and azaleas (see front
cover). Thank you Tessa and Martin
for your hospitality; the event raised
over £400 for Whipsnade Church.

TREE CATHEDRAL SERVICE

About 160 people, including the Salvation Army Band and seven Royal British
Legion standard bearers, attended. The Bishop of St Albans preached and the
children from Studham and Kensworth Schools sang ‘Give me oil in my lamp’. It
stayed fine for afternoon tea afterwards in the Village Hall; many thanks to all who
helped.

KENSWORTH NEWSROUND
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KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS

In July we pray for the residents of Common Road from the start to the Methodist
Church, including Wick Hill; in August our prayers will be for those in Bakers Lane,
Woods Close, Grove Place, Dovehouse Lane and Malms Close. If you would like
a particular prayer to be said, please contact Dorothy Blackburn (872670).

KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH

We look forward to seeing everyone at our summer services (see page 16); we
hope that the refreshments afterwards will be enjoyed in the sun in the churchyard,
which looks lovely, thanks to the hard-working volunteers from Church End and all
those who help to keep it trim.
There will be a sung service of Compline to commemorate St James the Greater
on Wednesday 25th July at 8.30pm, followed by refreshments. (See page 13).
Choir News: the choir will sing at Sung Eucharist (Holy Communion) on 1st July
and 5th August; at Sung Matins on 15th July and 19th August and at Compline on
25th July. The choir practises on Fridays, 6.15pm – 7.15pm in the church; there is
no choir practice in August.
If you would like to join the choir, please contact Mike Palmer (medpalmer@gmail.
com or 524183) or the Rector (revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com or 872223).
Sunday School: on 8th July we have Messy Holy Communion: come at 10.15am to
enjoy a barbecue breakfast and activities to get ready for communion; on 22nd July
the younger children will find out what prayer is all about. Older children remain
in the congregation for this Family Service. There is no Sunday School in August.
If you would like your child to join Sunday School, or if you want to be a helper,
contact Katherine Huggins (607841). We welcome all children from age 3 upwards.
Messy Church: Messy Holy Communion, see above; there is no Messy Church
in the summer holidays but on 25th July we are holding our annual Holiday Club in
Kensworth Church Hall (see page 15).
Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from Kensworth Church Hall, for a
small donation. Please contact Heather Woods (873492).

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

For all services, see page 15. The July Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday
7th. Do come along for delicious cake, coffee and a chat. Everybody is very
welcome. There is no coffee morning in August.
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LOCAL NEWS

THREE VILLAGES TRIP TO BEAUNE

We set off very, very early but
the weather was fine and we
were in good spirits. On arrival
at Dover, a minor problem led
to a later ferry but Keith, our
driver, got us to Beaune in
time for dinner. The next day
the weather was good and
we had a guided walk around
Beaune and, after lunch, we
went to the hospice for a tour.
The next day we had a tour
around Dijon. Saturday was a
free day. On Sunday we had a
tour of Fontenay Abbey then drove to Semur-en-Auxois for lunch and sightseeing.
Monday we went to Vezelay for a guided walk and wine tasting. On Tuesday we
drove to Chateauneuf-en-Auxois and castle and then to Mersault for a tour of the
underground wine cellars, followed by wine tasting! On Wednesday we had a visit
to Cluny Abbey. Sadly, on Thursday we had to come home. Burgundy is a lovely
area with lots of history and the tour guides were very interesting. We are now
up to date with the Hundred Years War!! Thank you, Margaret, for yet another
fantastic holiday.

THE MEMORIAL MEN OF STUDHAM

Studham Parish Council would like to publicly, unreservedly and very loudly say
thank you to the following people who have worked so hard to refurbish our War
Memorial.
Nick Opperman
Pete Orchard
Michael Orchard
Mark Hansard
Tom Hansard
John Thompson (and his team):
Kevin Green
Chris Bunker
Jake Thompson
Luke Thompson
Peter Thompson
Garry Ellis - for supplying bacon
sandwiches and coffee throughout.
Grateful thanks to Bill Bowman for supplying the photo.

MORE KENSWORTH
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KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

HGV Weight Restrictions: Kensworth has a restriction in place for HGVs over 7.5
tonnes. However, lorries making deliveries in the area are exempt. If you spot an
HGV, you can report it to Central Bedfordshire Council and they will contact the
company and take further action if appropriate.
If you can, report the following information to hgv@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk:
– name of company
– registration number
– date and time
– location
Play Area Restrictions: after an unsuccessful bid in 2016 to the Big Lottery Fund
for a totally refurbished new play area, the Parish Council are currently seeking
quotes for just a few new items of play equipment to be installed and will apply to
the smaller (and hopefully more successful) Lottery Awards for All scheme for a
grant. We will keep you updated in future editions on this.

KENSWORTH SPEEDWATCH UPDATE

Once again, we thank you for your support and co-operation with our Speedwatch
exercise in the village. It is always a pleasure to get support from passers-by.
We currently have a combination of 12 trained and untrained volunteers, all
dedicating at least one hour to each three-week series of sessions. We try to carry
out two sessions a week.
During May and June, we undertook five one-hour sessions during the weekdays,
and two on Saturdays, with between 211 and 288 cars being monitored in one
direction in each one hour. For the weekday sessions, our focus this time was early
morning, when an average of 470 cars travelled through the village. For those
seven hours only there was a total of 3246 cars travelling through the village. For
each 8am-7pm weekday, there was an average of 5,000 cars.
The number of speeding vehicles has reduced a little from previous months, but it is
clear that our presence is alerting drivers who brake when seeing our high visibility
jackets!
We are very grateful to our volunteers for their dedication in keeping our village
safe; however, we are appealing to our neighbours again for help to increase our
numbers. Please contact me (872410 or e-mail cstreek@btopenworld.com) if you
would like any further information about the scheme or becoming a volunteer.
Caroline Streek
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COMMUNITY NEWS

URGENT- DUNSTABLE FOODBANK NEEDS A DRIVER

Our faithful van driver went into hospital for a significant operation on 25th June and
will be out of action for at least six weeks and maybe longer. This leaves a gap in
our Monday and Thursday van runs as he covers the 10am to 1pm Monday run and
the Thursday 8.30am to 11.30am run. We are therefore looking for a van person
with a driving licence and the ability to get to our warehouse in Leighton Buzzard,
capable of handling food boxes and supermarket pickups.
If you can help, please contact Mike Pittam (info@dunstablefoodbank.org.uk or
07874 200056).

NORTH CHILTERNS GROUP

Quiet Morning: on Saturday 1st September, your chance to have a peaceful
morning and refresh your spirit! Canon Robin Brown is leading a Quiet Morning
with opportunities for prayer and calm reflection at St Mary’s Church, Redbourn,
starting at 9.30 am. Your NCG representative (Dorothy Blackburn, Derek Spriggs
or Isobel Randall) can provide more information.

SPONSORED BIKE ‘n HIKE

On Saturday 8th September from 10am to 6pm. Organised by Beds & Herts Historic
Churches Trust, the Bike ‘n Hike raises money to give grants for urgent repairs to
historic churches of all denominations in Beds & Herts.
Choose your own route to ride or walk to as many churches as you wish. Sponsor
forms are available in the local churches and from the following:
Kensworth:		
Jane Bedlington (871139)
Kensworth Methodists Anita Shury (872117)
Studham		
Meg Bender (872967)
Whipsnade		
Roger Kendrick (413564)
If you would like to take part, reserve the date in your diary and find your sponsors.
You can also help and be sponsored by manning your church to serve refreshments
for the participants.

POPPY APPEAL AWARDS

Over thirty individuals and groups received awards presented by Mr Eric Robinson
MBE, Bedfordshire Chairman of the Royal British
Legion at Whipsnade Church on 16th June. They
represented over 260 years of work for the Legion.
Special congratulations to Chrys Smith of Studham
who received a 50-year award; she started Poppy
collecting with her father when she was a young girl!
(The photo shows Chrys and Des Salmon at the
Studham War Memorial Rededication shortly after
the Poppy Appeal Awards celebrations).

COMMUNITY NEWS 2
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STOP PRESS! – PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS about LUTON AIRPORT
EXPANSION

News just in – these are the nearest local venues for consultations about the
proposed future plans – just drop in:
Thursday 26th July, 2–8pm at The Incuba, 1 Brewers Hill Road, Dunstable.
Saturday 28th July, 1–4.30pm at Flamstead Village Hall, Flamstead.
For further information, visit the Parish Link website (www.parishink.org.uk) and
click on the link to the Luton Borough Council page.

WHO WAS ST JAMES (Santiago in Spanish) of COMPOSTELA?

Maybe you saw the series on TV at Easter, ‘The Road to Compostela’, where four
celebrities made the long trek from France to Santiago in Spain? There is also a
film, ‘The Way’, a fictional story. St James the Greater, brother of John, was one of
the twelve Apostles chosen by Jesus. St James travelled around southern Europe
spreading Jesus’s message of love. He was beheaded by Herod Agrippa 1 about
43AD and became the first Apostle to be martyred.
Then in the 9th century there was a miracle: some of his relics were
found at Compostela. It was so authentic that a shrine was built. It is
in the magnificent baroque Cathedral of Santiago.
For hundreds of years pilgrims have hiked from all over Europe to find
peace at the shrine, and it continues to grow in popularity. You do not
have to be a Catholic, or even a Christian, to take part. It is a journey of self-discovery and it certainly tests your stamina! St James’s symbol is a scallop shell, from
Sea of Galilee where he was born, and carvings of these mark the pilgrim paths.
You may have eaten ‘Coquilles St Jacques’ – French for St James’s Scallops!
The short service of commemoration held in St Mary’s, Kensworth, on 25th July
every year (his Feast Day) was instigated by people who would like to go on the
pilgrimage but can’t, for various reasons.

GOLDBERGS

St. Mary’s Kensworth is proud to be hosting a performance of J. S. Bach’s famous
‘Goldberg Variations’ on the instrument for which it was originally composed, the
harpsichord; played by Adrian Lenthall. One famous writer on music has said,
“What the ‘Goldbergs’ really bring to the listener is a world of experience otherwise
unknown”. We invite you to a summer’s evening of sparkling delight, followed by
a glass of sparkling wine on Saturday 28th July at 7.30pm at St. Mary’s Kensworth.
Tickets are £15 for adults, £5 for under-18s only in advance and available now from
revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com or (01582) 872223.

Page 14

PHOTOS

A selection of photographs from Studham May Fair and the rededication of
the War Memorial (with thanks to Les Randall and Bill Bowman).
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CHURCH NEWS

COFFEE MORNING

There will be a coffee morning on Saturday 7th July for those who would like
company and especially those have been bereaved – from 10.30am to midday at
Whipsnade Church. All are very welcome.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH: Services are usually at 10.30am:

Rev. Nigel Bibbings Please note this service starts at 11am
Rev. Wallace Edwards
Holy Communion
Rev. Nigel Bibbings
United Service at Eaton Bray
(No service at KMC)
12th August
David Mead
19th August
Colin Quine
26th August
Joan Gregory
United Service at Edlesborough
(No service at KMC)
Growing Together: 19th July
7.45 pm No Growing Together in August.
15th July
22nd July
5th August

FIRST STEPS

This is on Friday 13th July at Kensworth Church Hall in Clayhall Road at 2pm.
There is no First Steps service in August.
STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 8th July 3pm		
Songs of Praise – Action for Children Sunday
We would like to invite all residents, particularly those with children, to this special
Service which will be followed by tea and cakes.
10am		
Rev. Mmasape Zihle Holy Communion
Sunday 22nd July
Sunday 12th August
10am		
Mr Len Fowler
Sunday 26th August
10am		
Rev. Mmasape Zihle

MESSY CHURCH

Don’t forget the Messy Holy Communion at 10.15am on Sunday 8th July in
Kensworth Church and Sunday 15th July at 10.30am in Studham Church.

MESSY CHURCH HOLIDAY CLUB

This year our club is running for a morning with lunch and is again based around
the enjoyable and successful ‘Messy Church’ concept – and there will be lots of
craft and games, with a short service at the end for children. We meet in Kensworth
Church Hall in Clayhall Road, Kensworth on Wednesday 25th July from 9.30am –
1pm, with lunch included.
The club is principally for children aged 5 to 11. The day costs £5 and booking
forms are obtainable from Kensworth or Studham schools, or contact Revd. Nicola
Lenthall on (01582) 872223. Bookings need to be received by 13th July.
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KENSWORTH EXTRA

KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB

On Monday 2nd July there will be a Bring and Share Picnic Supper at The Barns,
The Lynch, by kind invitation of Heather Woods. Please arrive at 6pm for 6.30pm.
Newcomers to Kensworth always welcome. For more details ring Heather (873492).

FRIENDS of ST MARY’S, KENSWORTH

Friends of Kensworth Church are looking for new faces to help with social events
which raise funds to help maintain the Church, which dates back to the 12th
century. Committee meetings are held every two months, so the commitment is
not onerous and we welcome people of all faiths and none, particularly if you have
ideas for different fundraising events in the village. Please contact the Chairman,
David Manton (01438 831184 or david.manton@aol.co.uk) or Revd. Nicola Lenthall
(872223).
Early notice: the AGM will be held in the church on Wednesday 26th September at
7.30pm, followed by refreshments. All very welcome.
The winners of the June Monthly Draw were Dawn Stafford and Philippa Frey.
If you would like to join the Draw, or renew your membership, now is the time!
Contact David Manton (see above).

KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW

A reminder that Margo’s Quiz, in aid of the show, will be held in the Village Hall at
7.30pm on 14th July. Contact David Manton (see below) if you wish to take part, if
there are still places available.
Kensworth Flower & Vegetable Show will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday
8th September. Programmes, including entry forms, should be available in the local
shops from early July. One of the competitions is for the Best Front Garden and
during the next few weeks every garden in Kensworth will be visited by a Committee
Member to enable a shortlist to be drawn up for final judging to take place prior to
the Show.
Once again, the children from Kensworth School are providing exhibits and the
front cover of the programme has been designed this year by Nicole Cutler. Please
make a note of the date and come along to support this community event – public
admission is from 2.30pm.
Anyone interested in having an outside stall on the day should contact David
Manton (01438 831184 or david.manton@aol.co.uk).

KENSWORTH ALLSORTS

Early notice: Saturday 6th October – a variety programme – fun for a fiver (children
cheaper). In aid of St Mary’s Church funds and the Multiple Sclerosis Society.
Watch this space!

MORE STUDHAM
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FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON

With the May Fair behind us and with many congratulations to Jack of Redbourn
who provided the best name of ‘Nibbles’ for the newt, on the Friends of Studham
Common stand; the next work parties of the Friends are scheduled for Saturday
21st July and again on Saturday 18th August.
The tasks for the events will be maintenance of footpaths and bridleways to improve
access to the Common and provide light and air to the regularly accessed areas, to
ensure paths do not become too muddy. In addition, where necessary and without
disturbing late nesting birds, litter picking and Ragwort removal on all commons.
As usual we will meet at 10am, by the War Memorial on West Common, opposite
the Red Lion pub. Lunch will be provided for volunteers.
For further information on the work party for Saturday 21st July, please contact
Keith Draine (info@westlea-pm.com or 07807 363629).
For further information on Saturday 18th August, please contact Denis Davison
(Denis@den-jen.co.uk or 872650).
Please note our 2018 Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday 21st September;
more details in the September Parish Link.

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB

We are delighted to offer free annual Junior Membership* and annual Family
membership from £75, (*with every full adult member).
Junior and adult tennis coaching takes place every Saturday morning between
9am and 11am (juniors 9am – 10am, adults 10am –11am). All are welcome – nonmembers £6 per session, members £4 per session.
Our coach, Justin, is also available for private individual or group lessons.
Please contact him (just.brooketennis@gmail.com or on 07807 721810) for more
information.
Family social play takes place on a Saturday between 2pm and 4pm. For more
information on coaching or joining the club, please contact Andrew Jones (andrew.
jones@expressvending.co.uk or 07833 111682/www.studhamtennisclub.co.uk).

SMILE LINE

********

A key ring is a handy little gadget – it enables you to lose all your keys at once!
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STUDHAM EXTRA

STUDHAM SCHOOL PTFA SUMMER FAYRE
Please come along to our Summer Fayre on Saturday 14th July
from 1pm to 4pm in the grounds of the Studham Sports & Social
club. Free admission – family fun, refreshments, BBQ, cakes,
games, craft stalls and much, much more. Please support
Studham School.

BINGO

On Wednesdays 4th and 18th July and 1st, 15th and 29th August at 7.30pm in
Studham Village Hall. Come and play bingo in friendly surroundings. £5 will pay
your entrance, books and even a strip of raffle tickets! We would love to see you.

STUDHAM PLAYING FIELDS

The AGM is to be held on Tuesday 10th July at 7pm in the Sports and Social Club.
This is open to all residents of Studham and we are keen to get as many people
along as possible!
Would all those who walk their dogs through the Playing
Fields please keep them on a lead whilst in the grounds
and remember to clean up after them? Dog faeces can be
dangerous to the health of young children as well as being
‘anti-social’ to those using the sporting facilities.

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB

The AGM of the Sports and Social Club is to take place on Tuesday 24th July at 7pm
in the Clubhouse.
Memberships: big thanks to all those who have already paid for this year, a gentle
‘nudge’ to those who haven’t! Thought about joining but never got round to it?
Well now is your chance, come and see what we are all about. Have a game of
pool, dominoes, cribbage, darts or join one of our Sports sections: tennis, cricket,
football (all of which have junior sections), or just have a social drink in friendly
surroundings. Families are always welcome.
Keep an eye on Facebook and the notice board for events throughout the summer;
we hope that many of you will come and join us

SCRABBLE

Our small but enthusiastic Scrabble Group meets at 2pm every Tuesday afternoon
in Studham Village Hall.

STUDHAM EXTRA 2
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STUDHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL

It has been a busy month in school. The May Fair allowed us to put the tests
behind us for a while and, as ever, our children did us proud. The Maypole dancing
was a great success (see photo page 7) and once again the school was pleased to
provide the May Queen and her two attendants.
The same day as the May Fair also saw our choir in action at the annual fundraising
concert in Dunstable Methodist Church. The choir put on an amazing performance
and we helped to raise a new record on the night of £1250 which will go to the
Motor Neurone Disease charity “mnd”.

STUDHAM WI

Also on the charity front we have taken part in
the Pro Kick Challenge. A large inflatable goal
was brought into school and our children got
sponsorship to see who could kick a football
at speed through the speed gun. I personally
expected to be beaten by our sports coach but
was disappointed to find myself behind one of
our “more mature” lady teachers as well as
a boy from Year 1! Oh well – back to fitness
training in the hope of better things next year.
Paul Burrett

Thursday 5th July 7.45pm Studham VH
		
Thursday 2nd August Studham Common

My Life as a Funeral Director 		
(Malcolm Jones)
Members only Picnic

Our July meeting is not to be missed when Malcolm Jones will be talking to us
about his life as a Funeral Director. He really is a most entertaining and enjoyable
speaker. There will be a raffle, and a competition; a photo of you taken as far back
as you wish. Could be fun guessing which baby turned into which adult! There will,
of course, be donations for Dunstable Women’s Refuge; toiletries (adult and child),
children’s clothes, toys, books etc. Entrance (including refreshments) is £3.50.
Please see our Facebook or webpage for further details. (Studhamwi.wordpress.
com facebook/studhamwi or contact studhamwi@hotmail.com).
Our August Meeting will be a members only picnic on the Common – but we will
decamp to the Village Hall should the weather turn unfavourable. English Summer!
Just a forward note for all your diaries. On Thursday 20th September, our MP
Andrew Selous, has agreed to tell us all about the workings and history of the
Houses of Parliament. Should be a wonderful evening and it will take place in the
Methodist Chapel. Entrance £3.50.
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STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL

Annual Village Hall Quiz Night: we raised £300. Our grateful thanks to Andrea
Maxted and Chrys Smith for running the quiz, and our thanks for the donation of
raffle prizes.
AGM: at 8pm on Friday 20th July. An opportunity to meet the team, hear what we
are doing and have some refreshments. This is an open meeting and everyone
is welcome. We do have vacancies for Treasurer and Secretary, but please be
assured there will not be a press gang! However, it is vital for the long-term future of
your Village Hall that there are enough trustees to run the hall. This is an opportunity
to serve the community. Contact Des Salmon (872082 or desstudham@btconnect.
com) and trustees.

CARPET BOWLS

The Club meets at 7pm on Thursdays and dates are in the diary section. We are a
small friendly group and new members are most welcome, or just come for a taster.
Contacts are Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082)

STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Parish surgery: in conjunction with the Trustees of
the Village Hall, we will be holding a Surgery on 29th
September, starting at 10am, to discuss proposals
regarding the Village Hall. Please come and hear our
plans and have your say.
Website: can you help? We need a person of ability to help with our website,
which requires refreshment and an overhaul to bring it up to date. If you can help,
please reply to our Clerk (clerk@studhamparish.co.uk) with details.
There have been several instances of fly-tipping in the village lately. Please, if
you see it happen, telephone the Police on 101, with the registration number if
possible, and maybe photographic evidence. Let’s see if we can stop this blight on
our landscape!!
Now that the nesting period is just about over for the year, please can we remind
householders to trim hedges that may be overgrowing on footpaths and roadways?
Our next meeting will be on Monday 2nd July, starting at 7pm in the Village Hall.
The meeting after that will be on Monday 3rd September, starting at 7pm in the
Village Hall.
Please note: there will be no Parish Council meeting during August.
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KENSWORTH C OF E PRIMARY ACADEMY & PRESCHOOL
A huge ‘Thank you and well done!’ to our wonderful PTA, who have recently made
several improvements: the old school hall got a complete makeover; they have
created an allotment area; they have painted inside and outside the premises and
generally given the whole school a much-needed revamp - an amazing effort! We
had a Teddy Bears Picnic, where the children could show their appreciation also.
They also organised the school Summer Fete, which went very well and everybody
enjoyed a great afternoon.
Congratulations to our Year 2 and Year 6 pupils, who outshone themselves in their
SATS tests.
Some planned activities for the term:
•
Big Toddle in the Preschool, raising money for Barnardo’s;
•
A Keech Hospice sponsored walk;
•
Class trips to Woburn (Years 5 and 6), Warwick Castle (year 1 and 2) and
Totternhoe School Nature Area (Reception);
•
Annual Sports Day, where we really see who may be a future Olympic star!
•
Year 4 have a 3-day residential trip with Totternhoe and Hockliffe schools
We have to say sad goodbyes at the end of term: to our longstanding music teacher,
Mrs Copeland, who will be much missed by all; to Mrs Tebbutt, who is leaving to
have her twins – lots of luck to her! We will miss Mr Amoako, Mrs Walayat and
Mrs Gray, our lunchtime supervisor, very much. Sadly, we have to wave off the
Year 6 children, some of whom have been with us since Reception. Good luck in
the next step of your education: we hope you always have fond memories of us at
Kensworth.
Which just leaves us to say...have a safe and fun summer holiday. The new term
starts on Wednesday 5th September.
For further information about the school contact Mrs Riach, Head Teacher (872336).

Kensworth School Parent Teachers’ Association

We ask for your support: if you would like to offer any help / fundraising ideas,
please get in touch with us via e-mail (kspta@outlook.com) or contact Gina Owen
(07506 722 053). We always welcome new members.

SMILE LINE

******

In the days before the Second World War, phone calls cost two pence. ‘Can you
lend me tuppence to ring a friend?’ a widely disliked MP once asked Winston
Churchill. The great man scoured his pockets. ‘Here’s four pence,’ he said. ‘Ring
them all.’
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MORE LOCAL NEWS

ROYAL WEDDING

Congratulations to Studham’s very own Chris Hazell who was responsible for
writing the musical arrangements of the three pieces played during the signing of
the register at the Royal Wedding. They were performed by cello soloist Sheku
Kanneh-Mason, accompanied by an orchestra made up of players from several of
the leading UK orchestras. Well done Chris!!

HEALTH AND WELLNESS GROUP

For the over 65s in Flamstead, Markyate, Kensworth and Studham. Supported by
the Markyate Surgery Patient Participation Group (PPG), Herts County Council and
The Markyate & Flamstead Care Group.
You do not have to be a patient at the Markyate surgery.
Three Blackbirds, Flamstead – every 2nd Monday of the month, 2-course lunch
and talk at the Three Blackbirds at 12.30pm. Cost £5.
Tai-Chi – last Friday of the month at 2pm, Tai-Chi class with talk and tea – Markyate
Village Hall. Cost £3.50.
Essential to book – call on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday afternoons
between 2pm and 4pm. 07983 918817.

LEIGHTON BUZZARD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY

Have you visited the Leighton Buzzard Narrow Gauge Railway? Trains (mostly
steam) run every Tuesday and Wednesday during the school holidays as well as
every weekend at other times. For more details visit www.buzzrail.co.uk or call
01525 373888.

ASHRIDGE

Ashridge Adventurers starting on Tuesday 31st July, then every Tuesday and
Thursday throughout the school holidays from 10.30am – 12pm and 1.30pm –
3pm. Join for either a morning or afternoon session of guided family activities and
crafts. Learn more about Ashridge’s animals and plants. Suitable for children aged
4 and up. £4 per child per session. Booking essential (please ring the Ashridge
Estate Visitor Centre on 01442 851227).

BBC THREE COUNTIES RADIO

BBC 3CR are organising a bit of a knees up to celebrate brilliant local people and
would like to get you involved. Please nominate those exceptional individuals who
always go the extra mile, who care about their community or who give up their time
to help others. If you know someone like that, you can nominate them for a Three
Counties People Award by going to www.bbc.co.uk/threecountiesradio and clicking
on the link at the bottom of the page.

Page 25

KENSWORTH VH AND CRICKET
KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL

The AGM was held on 5th June. Three members of the public attended as well
as the Committee. The Chairman, Mike Sawyer, presented his report and stated
that although bookings are quite good, more funds are needed. Grants have been
applied for but there has been just one response so far.
Mike explained that Pat Mitchell had been temporary Treasurer until Sally Catling
kindly volunteered in January. The handover and change of signatory on the
account was taking some time to set up and involved many historical documents
and paperwork, going back to transfer of funds from Kensworth Men’s Club in 1955!
Mike thanked the Committee and in particular Pat and also Lynn Lewis, Bookings
Clerk, for all their work. Also, thanks to Jo Cook for organising the Village Walks.
The accounts: a loss was made this year of £2,495.05, mainly due to rising
domestic bills and some reduction in income from irregular hirings. More funding
is required for refurbishment. Comparative quotes will be obtained from energy
suppliers and the Hall will be publicised more to encourage more ad hoc hirers. The
Committee looked at possible fundraising events: perhaps a Garage Sale Trail in
the village over a Bank Holiday weekend, which would be publicised and planned
by the Committee, but each resident would retain the takings from the sales.
The Village Walks continue to be well supported and enjoyed by everyone who
takes part. There will be no walks in August but please note the following dates
as they include an evening walk in July. All walks commence at the Village Hall
Car Park: Tuesday 17th July 7pm; Saturday 15th September 10am; Saturday 13th
October at 10am.
The next meetings will be on Wednesday 4th July at 7.30pm and Wednesday 5th
September at 7.30pm.

KENSWORTH CRICKET CLUB

1st July		
8th July		
15th July
22nd July
29th July
5th August
12th August
19th August
26th /august

Chalgrave (H) 		
Markyate (H)		
Road Runners (A)
Boxmoor (A)		
TBA
Boxmoor (H)		
TBA,
Milton Bryan (A)		
Road Runners (A)

1pm
1pm
1.30pm
2pm
2pm
2pm
1.30pm.

Kensworth CC home games are now being played at Markyate Cricket Club.
If you are interested in joining the club, please contact Duncan Wingfield (01582
872743) or Jon Holt (01582 872896) for further details.

