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From Manger to Wilderness,

It seems hard to comprehend how in two months we have moved from the baby 
Jesus born in a manger, adored by shepherds and worshipped by kings from the 
East, to him transported by the Holy Spirit straight after his baptism to the wilderness 
to face forty days of testing and tempting by Satan.

What we glean from Luke (chapter 4) is that in the forty days in the desert, Jesus 
did not eat and it was only after the forty days when he was hungry, that the devil 
began to test Jesus’ resolve.  First, the devil appealed to Jesus’ need for food, then 
offered him power and finally he tested Jesus’ identity – “if you are the son of God, 
throw yourself down from here for it is written…”. These have over time proven to be 
what most people desire most: enough food all the time never to feel hungry; power 
and authority especially over others; and recognition and to be known.  Jesus was 
tempted but did not give in to temptation. 

Lent is the time which we align ourselves with Christ’s suffering by giving up something 
for forty days until Easter Day.  This has to be something that matters to us, something 
that will make the experience count and lead us to a deepened dependence on God 
to see us through the journey.  Not many of us are ever able to go the length of time 
without any food, or those modern comforts we are so used to, so, this Lent instead 
of giving up, how about taking on something good and kind for others (check out 
https://40acts.org.uk)?  If we all were to undertake an act of kindness a day for forty 
days, what a difference we would make to our communities.  

May God send his angels to care and minister to you as you go through this time of 
denying self and taking on Christ.

Let us pray:
Lord Jesus Christ, you refused to turn stones into bread.
Lord Jesus Christ, you refused to leap from the temple too.
Lord Jesus Christ, you refused to bend the knee to a false god.
Teach us to say No to the things that hinder our walk with you.
Mmasape Zihle

Thanks once again to Les Randall for the front cover.  The Editor welcomes offers of 
photos for consideration for the cover - or elsewhere in the magazine.

33 Thornbury
Harpenden

AL5 5SN
Tel: (01582) 768347

Methodist Minister for 
Southdown, Studham, Flamstead 

& Gaddesden Row Churches
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KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS
In October we shall pray specially for the people who live in The Chilterns.  If you 
would like a particular prayer to be said, contact Dorothy Blackburn (872670).

KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH
We are in Lent throughout March, until Easter Sunday on 1st April.  ‘Holy Week’, 
leading up to Easter Day, starts with Palm Sunday on 25th – see details of all the 
special services on pages 13 and 14.  Lent is traditionally a quiet, reflective time 
when you can fast, or give up something you enjoy, or give your time to helping 
others, and think of Christ’s suffering in the wilderness and on the cross.  There are 
no flowers in the church during Lent. 
A Vigil is held on the morning of Good Friday, leading up to the service at noon.  If 
you would like to take part (spend an hour in prayer or reading), please contact the 
Rector or the Lay Minister (details page 5). 
The church will be decorated for Easter Sunday on the morning of Saturday 31st – if 
you would like to help or supply flowers, please telephone Penny Brown (603837).
Mothering Sunday is on 11th; this year we are having a united service with our 
friends in Kensworth Methodist Church; all welcome.  There will be no service in 
the Parish Church.

Evening Prayer: a short service, using the traditional Prayer Book version, takes 
place every Tuesday at 6pm in the Methodist Church (in the winter months, by kind 
permission of our Methodist friends).  All very welcome.

Choir News:  the choir will sing at Sung Matins on 18th March, at the Good Friday 
Liturgy on 30th March and the Service of Light on Easter Saturday. The choir 
practises on Fridays, 6.15pm - 7.15pm in the Church Hall in March.  If you would 
like to join, please contact Mike Palmer (medpalmer@gmail.com or 524183), or 
the Rector (revnicolalenthall or 872223).  We also welcome instrumental players to 
accompany the choir on various occasions.

Sunday School:  the Mothering Sunday service on 11th March is in the Methodist 
Church this year, so please join our friends there.  On the 25th it is Palm Sunday and 
Nicola will be leading a Family Service, when everybody gets a cross made from 
a palm leaf.  We would love anyone to join us, either as a helper or pupil: please 
contact Katherine Huggins (607841).  

Messy Church:  all children and their carers are welcome to Messy Church on 9th 
March at 3.30pm in the Church Hall, Clayhall Road.  Join us for crafts, stories and 
songs, followed by a hot meal.

Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from Kensworth Church Hall, for a 
small donation.  Please contact Heather Woods (873492).  
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AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM

ST MARY’S CHURCH
Church prayers: in March we shall be praying especially for those who live in 
Holywell Road and Holywell Close.  If you would like a particular prayer to be said, 
contact Churchwarden, Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@btinternet.com).
 
Mothering Sunday is on 11th March and there will be a special 
family-friendly service at 10.30 am.  Posies will be given to all 
mothers and to all those who love and care for us as mothers do.  
Everyone will be very welcome to the service and to join together 
for refreshments afterwards.  (The posies will be made on Saturday 
10th March in Church at 3pm – helpers and children welcome!) 
 
Children’s Church is on Sunday 18th March at 10.30am.  It is the fifth Sunday of 
Lent and the adults will be looking towards Easter, to the death and resurrection of 
Jesus; the children and young people will be thinking about how to serve God and 
other people with acts of kindness.   Please stay for refreshments and a celebration 
of all the March birthdays.
 
Easter, the most important festival in the Christian year, is early this year.  On 
Easter Day, Sunday 1st April, the service will be at 10am – please note the change 
of time.  Everyone is invited to enjoy some traditional Simnel cake after the service.
 
The annual Wine Evening on Saturday 28th April is sold out but if you would like to 
put your name on a waiting list, please contact John McDougal (873257 or e-mail: 
john.mcdougal@btinternet.com).

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH
The May Fair, a special day in the village calendar, is less than two months 

away. Planning is well advanced 
for May 19th but we need volunteers 
– perhaps you could help on the 
coconut shy, the BBQ, selling books 
or any number of other stalls. 

We also have the very popular Caritas Choir returning on 7th July (tickets from Eric 
Jacoby 872872) and a Call My Bluff wine evening later in the year. 

We also run a 100 Club which costs only £12 per year with £60 in prizes each 
month.  The February winners will be announced in next month’s Link.  To join the 
100 Club, volunteer for the May Fair, or find out more about the Friends, please 
contact John McDougal (see above).
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 WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD

VILLAGE LUNCH
Everyone is very welcome to the village lunch on Thursday 8th March at 12.30pm in 
the Village Hall. The menu this month is a choice from roast pork, venison casserole 
with dumplings, spicy chicken pie or salmon en croute, with a selection of puddings 
and tea or coffee to follow.  £6 on the door.  Offers of help or puddings would be 
greatly appreciated to Isobel Randall (872552) or Pam Ward (872406).

WHIPSNADE GREEN SCRUB CLEARANCE
On Sunday 4th March from 11am - 3pm.  We will continue clearing the re-growth on 
The Green opposite the Village Hall entrance.  Everyone welcome, tools provided.  
Bring your own picnic.  Queries to Charles Frost (871417).  Very many thanks to 
the Greensand Trust and everyone who has helped with these tasks this winter. 

MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE 
On 11th March - young families are especially welcome with their mothers, when we 
have a special service at 9am.  A Simnel cake will be shared at this service, and 
posies distributed.  The posies will be made in the church at 2pm on Saturday 10th 
March; helpers and children welcome.  Contact Anne Weir (873425).

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY 
On Saturday 24th March from 10am to 12 noon.  The wild flowers are coming up, 
the snowdrops and winter aconites are looking good but there is always a lot to do 
at this time of year.  Helpers welcome.  Details from Charles Baker (872718).

WHIPSNADE TREE CATHEDRAL 
Our annual ‘Spring Clean’ is on Sunday 25th March between 11am and 3pm.  There 
are lots of hedge cuttings to rake up and loads of branches from the winter storms 
to tidy up ready for the grass cutting season to begin.  The ‘Spring Clean’ is always 
great fun.  Bring a picnic, tools provided, there’s something for everyone to do.  
Volunteers are needed to help with the regular maintenance of the Tree Cathedral, 
say half a day a week – interested?  Contact John Ward (872406).

EASTER FLOWERS
The church will be decorated for Easter on Saturday 31st March starting at 9.30am.  
If you would like to donate some flowers for the church in memory of a loved one, 
please contact  Anne Weir (873425).  Help with the decorating is always appreciated.

CONCERT
For details of our special April concert in Whipsnade Church, see page 12. 

WHIPSNADE SUMMER FETE
23rd June; offers of help please to Helen Wingate (whipsnadefete@hotmail.com).
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MRS HILARY CANTLE

Congratulations to Hilary of Whipsnade who was awarded the 
MBE for services to older people and to charity in Bedfordshire 
and Hertfordshire in the New Year’s Honours List.

PROTECT YOUR HOMES FROM BURGLARS
You may be aware that there has been a spate of burglaries in the local area since 
Christmas and although some suspects have been arrested, we need to be ever-
vigilant and protect our properties.  The police offer the following tips but in addition, 
one excellent piece of advice is to photograph your valuables, especially jewellery, 
so that they can be easily identified if the worst happens.

Top Tips:
• Use your lights at home – keep them on a timer when you are out so it looks 

like someone is home;
• Make sure all doors on your house and vehicles are securely locked at all 

times. If you have a UPVC door at home, make sure it is double-locked;
• Keep all valuables and keys safely out of sight from windows, both in your 

home and car. Close curtains with a light on indoors;
• Never leave garages or sheds unlocked – not only can valuable tools be 

appealing to thieves, they can also be used to force entry to your home;
• Don’t hide your keys under a doormat or in a flowerpot – it’s the first place a 

would-be offender will look;
• Ask a friend to keep an eye on your house when you go away, and do the same 

for neighbours by remaining alert to suspicious activity in your street.

Please report any suspicious activity on 101 (unless you think a crime is in progress, 
then dial 999) or call Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555 111.

STUDHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
In light of the above, Studham Watch have booked the Village Hall for an open 
meeting on Saturday 24th March at 10am.  Look out for posters on the noticeboards 
giving further details.

LOCAL NEWS
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MORE KENSWORTH

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
For all services, see page 13. The March Coffee Morning will take place on 
Saturday 3rd.  Do come along for delicious cake, coffee and a chat.  Everybody is 
very welcome. 

Reminder: on Saturday 17th March, at 7pm, the Dunstable Salvation Army Band 
will give a concert in aid of Church Funds; admission by programme £5 on the door.
 
KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB
This month, on Monday 5th,  we are going to have a talk; ‘All 
about Elephants’ by John Weatherhead (who has worked 
with elephants in several countries) at 7.30pm in the Church 
Hall, Clayhall Road.  We are open to ladies/girls/women of 
all ages and especially welcome newcomers to Kensworth.

FLOWER GROUP
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 28th March in the Church Hall, Clayhall 
Road, at 7.30pm.  Contact Shirley Hull (872351) for details.  New members always 
very welcome.  

KENSWORTH DROP IN CLUB
Everyone is welcome to ‘Drop In’ at Kensworth Village Hall every Thursday 9am 
-11am for tea/coffee and biscuits (soft drinks and crisps for children).  Enjoy a chat 
and games and get to know the locals!  We have outings as well.

FRIENDS of ST MARY’S, KENSWORTH 
The winners of the February Draw were Peter Culley and Jacky Clayton.  The next 
Committee Meeting will be held in the Church Hall in Clayhall Road at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 14th March and anyone who is interested in helping to organise the 
occasional social event to support our 12th Century Church is invited to attend as 
a guest – you will be made very welcome. 

KENSWORTH CRICKET CLUB
Preparation for 2018 cricket season begins on Saturday 3rd March with indoor net 
practice at Dunstable Cricket club, from 11am to 12 noon.  We welcome players of 
any standard who enjoy their cricket.

The club has purchased a bowling machine for use at the nets.  The first game of 
the season is on Sunday 29th April away at Wendover CC, 1pm start.  All match 
fixtures can be found on our new website (www.kensworthcc.co.uk).

If anyone is interested in joining the club or sponsoring the club, please contact 
Duncan Wingfield (01582 872743) or Jon Holt (01582 872896) for further details. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

COFFEE, CAKE AND COMPANY
Come and join us if you need some company and a chat – we are meeting on the 
morning of Saturday 17th March at Kensworth Church Hall (behind the Vicarage in 
Clayhall Road) from 10.30am - 12 noon.  Some of us have been bereaved, some 
recently and some a while ago; and some of us just look forward to having a chat 
with others.  You are all welcome!
For more details, or if you need a lift, contact Revd. Nicola Lenthall (872223 or 
revnicolalenthall@btinternet.co).

PARISH LINK AGM
All are welcome to our AGM on Saturday 3rd March at 10am in the Church Hall 
behind the Vicarage in Kensworth.  Meet the team, hear about the last year’s 
business and enjoy a cup of coffee.

WHIPSNADE CONCERT
‘A Spring Journey’ – a concert in the church on Saturday 14th April at 7.30pm.  We 
are very grateful to Robert Kendrick and the other talented young musicians who 
are presenting another concert this year.  Proceeds will be divided between Cancer 
Research UK and St Mary Magdalene Church.  Tickets from Robert Kendrick 
(07966 732850), Isobel Randall (872552) or Pam Ward (872406).

EASTER CRAFT AND PRODUCE FAIR 
On Sunday 15th April between 10.30am and 3pm.  A fund-raising event for 
Whipsnade Village Hall; interesting craft stalls, light refreshments served all day.  
Entrance free.  If you are interested in having a stall or need further information, 
contact Sue Eason (872647) or Jenny Saunders (873376).

KENSWORTH CHURCH CHARITY SHOP
We are open on Wednesdays between 2pm and 4pm and Saturdays between10am 
and 12 noon in Kensworth Church Hall behind the Vicarage.  All are welcome to 
come along and have a browse.

DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 13th March in the Methodist Church Hall in 
Dunstable, at 7.45pm.  Stephen Williams talks about John Benet, a local clergyman 
in the 15th century who produced a diary which is now an invaluable source for 
historians.  Visitors welcome to come along (£2).

SOUTH BEDS NATIONAL TRUST
Our meetings are back to Wednesday evenings – the next one is 7th March at 
7.45pm when Kevin Varty will give a talk entitled “The Victorians, Churchyards, 
Cemeteries, Black Feathers to Black Underwear”.  In the Salvation Army Centre, 
Bullpond Lane, Dunstable.  Visitors welcome (£3).
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CHURCH NEWS

EASTER SERVICES
The Services for Easter Day (1st April) are as follows:
Kensworth:   11am Holy Communion
Studham: 10am Holy Communion
Whipsnade: 9am Holy Communion
Please note the different service times.
For all other Holy Week services, see page 14.

PARISH REGISTERS
Baptism 18th February Jackson & Bradley Bishop                        Studham
RIP  10th January Doreen Hoar                Studham
  27th January Kenneth Coulson                                     Studham

NORTH CHILTERNS GROUP
Our Lent Course continues on Tuesday evenings (March 6th, 13th and 20th).  All 
sessions will start with refreshments at 7.45pm before a more formal beginning at 
8pm, and they will be held in Totternhoe Church Hall.
We are also organising the following events:
28th April: “Two Sisters and a Funeral” – a musical rehearsed during the day 
and performed late afternoon at Totternhoe Church Hall. Information from Derek 
Spriggs (873468) or at www.jumblebee.co.uk/2sis.
16th June: coach trip to Newark and Southwell Cathedral, with a tour of the 
Cathedral and time to explore this lovely little town.  Information from Jean Waldock 
(jean-waldock@outlook.com or 01525 210782).

FIRST STEPS: a short service for babies and toddlers and their carers, is at 2pm 
on Friday 9th March in Kensworth Church Hall.

MESSY CHURCH
Studham – Friday 23rd March from 3.15pm in Studham Methodist Church.
Kensworth  – in the Church Hall on Friday 9th March, 3.30pm onwards.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday services are usually at 10.30am: 
11th March:  Mothering Sunday: United Service with St Mary’s, led by Brenda 
Ballentine, visiting preacher.  Refreshments after the service – all most welcome.
25th March:     Palm Sunday: Holy Communion Service, led by Mr Roger Owers.
Growing Together: 22nd March at 7.45pm.

STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 11th March  10am Dr Jonathan Wakelin    Chapel Anniversary
Sunday 25th March 10am Rev. Mmasape Zihle     Holy Communion 
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 KENSWORTH EXTRA

KENSWORTH CHURCH of ENGLAND PRIMARY ACADEMY and 
PRESCHOOL

The children have all had a busy first half term with 
a well-deserved week off to recharge ready for the 
countdown to Easter.  Our reception class had fun with 
their Superhero topic and finished it off with a dress-
up day where they played games, had Superhero 
snacks and generally saved the world!
In Oak class we have been learning about the Romans 
and we will be visiting The Verulamium Museum in St 
Albans on 1st March to put our studies to the test. 
The children are holding a Mothers’ Day assembly 
on 9th March to show their appreciation of all you 
wonderful Mums out there!

For further information regarding the school, please contact Mrs Riach (872336).  

Kensworth School Parent Teachers’ Association asks for your support: 
All are welcome to our next Quiz which is on Saturday 17th March at 7.30pm prompt 
in the Village Hall. .
Early notice: our Summer Fete and Dog Show will take place on Saturday 23rd 
June, 2 - 4pm.  Put the date in your diary for an afternoon of fun.  
If you would like a table at the quiz or are interested in a stall at the fete please 
contact Gina Owen (07506 722053).  If you can offer help/fundraising ideas, get in 
touch via e-mail (kspta@outlook.com) or contact Vanessa Durham (07788 990364) 
or Gina Owen (07506 722053). 

KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL
At the February meeting Sally Catling took on the role of Treasurer, following the 
handover from Pat, who had been acting as a temporary treasurer since April 2017.  

Lynn Lewis, Bookings Clerk, provided an update on the number of organisations 
using the Hall on a regular basis: the range of activities covered a wide age range, 
demonstrating the Hall’s value to the community.  Mike Sawyer, Chairman, requires 
this information to support our grant applications.

The Village Walks have carried on throughout the winter – we are hoping that 
more people will get involved as spring arrives.  The next walks are planned for 10th 
March, 14th April and 5th May; meet at the Village Hall at 10am.
The committee have arranged to have a spring clean in the Hall on Saturday 17th 
March between 11am and 3.30pm to remove any unwanted items. Storage facilities 
are required for committee paperwork and equipment. Following the donation of 
three sets of filing cabinets, space is needed to store these. 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th March at 7.30pm.
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MORE STUDHAM

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON
The next Friends’ work party will be on Saturday 17th March, when we will be 
finishing any uncompleted tasks over the entire Common from those earlier work 
parties during the past year.  All work is to be carefully controlled to ensure early 
nesting birds are not disturbed, but that the Common remains open and accessible 
to all.  Lunch will be provided for the volunteers.
 
Please come and help out; we meet at the War Memorial on West Common, 
opposite the Red Lion at 10am.  Contact Mike Crawley (477525 or crawley-m@
sky.com) for further information.

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB
Junior and adult tennis coaching takes place every Saturday morning between 9am 
and 11am (juniors 9am - 10am, adults 10am - 11am).  All are welcome (non-
members £6 per session, members £4 per session).  Our coach, Justin, is also 
available for private individual or group lessons.  Family social play takes place 
on a Saturday between 2pm and 4pm.  Please contact Justin (just.brooketennis@
gmail.com or 07807 721 810) for more information.

For more information on coaching or joining the club please contact Andrew Jones 
(andrew.jones@expressvending.co.uk or 07833 111 682/www.studhamtennisclub.
co.uk).

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL
Art Club: the inaugural meeting took place and the club will be meeting 
on alternate  Wednesday evenings.  More details in the next Link.  The 
trustees thanks to the Editor and the team for supporting the publicity 
in the Parish Link.
 
Floor replacement:  there has been considerable background activity.  It is planned 
to finalise cost and appoint a contractor in the very near future.  In the meantime, 
the temporary floor material has been extended to cover a further floor area that 
has weakened.
 
CARPET BOWLS
The Club meets at 7pm on Thursdays and dates are in the diary section.  We are a 
small friendly group and new members are most welcome, or just come for a taster.  
Contacts are Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082).

LAUGH LINES
Some people are scared of church like they are scared of helicopters – they are 
frightened of being sucked into the rotas!
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Great British Spring Clean:  Kensworth is joining the ‘Great British Spring Clean’ 
on Saturday 10th March, with volunteers meeting at 12 noon at Kensworth Village 
Hall.  Equipment will be provided.  Please come along and take part in this great 
community event!  So that we have an idea of the number of volunteers interested, 
e-mail: kensworthpc@gmail.com or call 01525 887383 and leave a message.  The 
event will be co-ordinated on the day by our Chairman Pat Mitchell.

Graffiti: sadly, the play area kicking wall and shelter have been sprayed with graffiti.  
The Parish Council have a play area improvements budget and are currently 
investigating new equipment and costs.  It’s a shame our limited funds also have to 
be used on removing graffiti rather than contributing towards improvements.

New Bus Shelter: bus users have requested a bus shelter at the Ridgeway bus 
stop outside 33-35 Common Road as currently there is only one on the opposite 
side.  Central Beds Council have agreed to install a shelter on the basis the Parish 
Council take over the responsibility and on-going maintenance of it, which the 
Parish Council have agreed to.  We hope it will be installed by May.

The next meeting will be held on 8th March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL
War Memorial:  as this year is the 100th anniversary of the ending of World War 
One, we are repairing and renovating the clock.  Amongst many basic repairs, we 
are removing the hedge, and returning the clock and its surround to more like its 
original appearance.  There will be a ceremony of rededication on Saturday 16th 
June.  We are planning some other events for that day, but would also welcome 
any suggestions from parishioners.  Please contact any Parish Councillor, or our 
Clerk (clerk@studhamparish.co.uk) if you have any ideas.

As you may have noticed, we have installed a new poo-bin by the entrance to the 
lane at the side of Knoll House.  If you think of a place where you and/or Fido could 
use another bin, please tell the council on the email address above, and we’ll try to 
oblige if it’s possible and suitable.

Our next meeting will be on 5th March in the Village Hall at 7pm.  Our meeting on 9th 
April will start at 6.30pm, followed by our Annual Parish Meeting at 8.15pm.  

WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 13th March at 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  It is the Annual Parish Meeting when residents are invited to come 
along to hear a summary of the work of the council over the previous year and a 
chance for you to raise any ideas or concerns about our community.  All welcome.
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STUDHAM SCHOOL AND LOCAL QUIZZES

STUDHAM C of E VILLAGE SCHOOL
The new year has certainly started with a bang in Studham with lots of activities for 
the children. 

Early in January, the School Council visited Majestic Trees as we 
needed to replace an old tree which we were forced to cut down.  
The children chose a medium-sized Golden Delicious apple tree 
and we look forward to planting it as soon as it arrives.

Unfortunately we had to postpone our Big Cook Little Cook visit as 
Big Cook wasn’t well but our Puppet Workshop went ahead and 
was a great success. A big thank you to parents who came in to 
help.

Our Year 1’s went to Icknield Lower School to take part in a Gym Display organised 
by the Priory Partnership.  More of these are planned for other year groups 
throughout the year.

As part of our work on Christianity, Oak Class (Year R) have visited Studham’s 
church to learn about the different parts of the building.  In coming weeks, Sycamore 
Class will be visiting the Priory Church in Dunstable and Maple Class will be going 
to St Alban’s Abbey.

STOP PRESS
Wanted ASAP: School Meal Server.  Please contact Mrs Julie Cooper for details 
(872337).

QUIZZES
Tuesday  6th   March  8pm   Red Lion Quiz Night 
Saturday 10th March  7 for 7.30pm       Studham Village Hall
Saturday 17th March  7.30pm               Whipsnade Golf Club

The proceeds from the Red Lion Quiz go towards the repairs of the Village Hall 
floor.  £3 entry per person – teams can be any size.   If you would like to reserve a 
table or have a curry first, then ring Garry Ellis (872530).

The quiz on 10th March will be in aid of Chapel funds and is part of the anniversary 
weekend: contact Chrys Smith (872989) for tickets.  £10 per head including fish & 
chip  supper.  Bring your own liquid refreshment.

For the quiz on 17th March, contact the Golf Club (01442 842310).
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STUDHAM EXTRA
BINGO

On Wednesdays 14th and 28th March at 7.30pm in Studham Village 
Hall.  Come and play bingo in friendly surroundings.  £5 will pay your 
entrance, books and even a strip of raffle tickets!  We would love to 
see you.

STUDHAM PLAYING FIELDS
Would all those who walk their dogs through the playing fields please keep them on 
a lead whilst in the grounds and remember to clean up after them.  Dog faeces can 
be dangerous to the health of young children as well as being ‘anti-social’ to those 
using the sporting facilities.  

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Memberships are due on 1st April but as this is also Easter we are holding our 
“Renewal Event” over the weekend 24th/25th March.  Thought about joining but 
never got round to it?  Well now is your chance; come and see what we are all about.  
Have a game of pool, dominoes, cribbage, darts or join one of our Sports sections  
– tennis, cricket, football – or just have a social drink in friendly surroundings.  

Spud in a Bag: come up on the 3rd or 4th March to collect your 
Spud and register for the competition (£1 per person).  Full rules 
available at the Club.  

Pool Tournament: we are having a mini pool tournament on 4th March which is 
open to all whether you are members or not.  There will be a small entry charge for 
each player and it will be on a ‘knockout’ basis.  There is a form to complete on the 
Club board, so if you are interested please call in and register. 

WI
On Thursday 1st March at 7.45pm in Studham Village Hall – our Annual Meeting.
This is the Annual Meeting to close our 99th year and start our 100th!  All ladies are 
welcome to join us to find out what we will be doing throughout the year to celebrate 
this wonderful achievement.  Visitors’ fee £3.50 includes refreshments, cheese and 
wine, and there will be a raffle.  No competition this month, but there will be a Bring 
and Buy – a chance to ‘de-clutter’ for Spring!  

SCRABBLE  
Our small but enthusiastic scrabble group meets at 2pm every Tuesday afternoon 
at Studham Village Hall – the weather (13) may be wet (8) and chilly (14), but we 
can assure (6) you of a warm welcome (14).  
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THREE VILLAGES HOLIDAY TO YORK
There are still places left for this trip from Sunday 23rd September to Saturday 29th 
September (6 nights).

The itinerary will include: a guided walk 
around York; a visit to Castle Howard, one of 
Britain’s finest stately homes (see photo); a 
visit to Haworth village and an illustrated talk 
about the Bronte Parsonage and a visit to 
the home of the Brontes; a day in Harrogate 
with a guided walk; a ride on  the North Yorks 
Moors Railway from Pickering to Whitby, and 
a drive to Skipton on market day with a trip 
on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.

The inclusive price for all the above, all travel and driver’s tip is £645.29 per head in 
a double/twin room.  Contact Margaret Maddox (873225) for any further information.

TIME FOR A SMILE
As a bagpiper, I play at many events.  Recently I was asked by a funeral director 
to play at a graveside service for a homeless man.   He had no family or friends, so 
the service was to be at a paupers’ cemetery in the desolate Highlands.  

As I was not familiar with the area, I got lost and, being a typical man, I didn’t stop 
for directions.  I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently 
gone and the hearse was nowhere in sight.  There were only the diggers and crew 
left and they were eating lunch.  I felt bad and apologised to the men for being late.

I went to the side of the grave and looked down – the vault lid was already in place.  
I didn’t know what else to do, so I started to play.  The workers put down their 
lunches and began to gather around.  I played out my heart and soul for this man 
with no family and friends.  I played like I’ve never played before, for this homeless 
man.  And as I played “Amazing Grace”, the workers began to weep.  They wept, I 
wept, we all wept together. 

When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and started for my car.  Though my head 
was hung low, my heart was full.  As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the 
workers say, “I never seen anything like that before, and I’ve been putting in septic 
tanks for twenty years”.

With thanks to Anne Spriggs

MISC


