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Letter from the Manse

For me this is the time of the ‘long goodbyes’. I will be leaving the area at the end of
July, in order to take up post as the Superintend of the Bishop’s Stortford Circuit this
September. The packing is looming, and the fact that we have so many boxes in the
loft (unopened since our last move!) is weighing heavily on my mind.
I have really enjoyed my time being minister at Studham, getting to know people both
at the Chapel and in the village. Highlights have included our joint Messy Church,
the puppets at the Carol Singing in the village hall, the May Fair, holiday club at
Kensworth (so sorry to miss it this year) and many more too numerous to mention.
It is always hard to say goodbye when friendships have been formed, joys and sorrows
shared, but I am so thankful for the people who have allowed me to share in their
stories during my short stay with you.
Our new Minister will be Revd. Mmasape Zihle who is a probationary minister.
It is hoped that Mmasape can enable the ministry of Quiet Days at the chapel to grow,
so that the chapel is not only a blessing to the village but also to the wider community.
I know that you will welcome Mmasape in the same way that you welcomed me, and
have given me your friendship over the past four years. Thank you for that friendship,
the support of fellow clergy and laypeople and your help and your prayers.
Change is difficult – but often we grow in response to challenges and change. I
believe that we are called to journey with God, and we have to remember that this
sometimes causes disturbances! Occasionally we are called to let go of things (in my
case probably a lot of books that are in the loft!) and this can be a challenge, but we
have the assurance that God is with us, no matter what our state of mind is.
One of my favourite hymns is: God who sets us on a journey – to discover dream and
grow….has this as the last verse:
When we set up camp and settle to avoid love’s risk and pain,
you disturb complacent comfort, pull the tent-pegs up again;
keep us travelling in the knowledge you are always at our side,
give us courage for the journey, Christ our goal and Christ our guide.
I pray that in amongst the goodbyes, the changes, and the challenges the Holy Spirit
will give us courage, hope and comfort.
Gill

KENSWORTH NEWSROUND
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KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS

In July the residents of Common Road, from the Methodist Church to Dovehouse
Lane, will be in our thoughts and prayers; in August, our prayers will be for those
who live in Bakers Lane, Woods Close, Grove Place, Dovehouse Lane and Malms
Close. If you would like a particular prayer to be said, please contact Dorothy
Blackburn (872670).

KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH

The 9th July service will be a Messy Communion preceded by breakfast and crafts; on
25thJuly there will be a special service of sung Compline (a short version of Evening
Prayer) for the Feast of St James the Great at 8pm, followed by refreshments. 6th
August is the Transfiguration of Christ and the feast day of our Patron Saint, St
Mary the Virgin, falls on 15th August.
For details of all services, see page 16.
Choir News: the choir will sing at Holy Communion on 2nd July, at Sung Matins on
the 16th and at several weddings in July and August; also at Holy Communion on
6th August and Sung Matins on the 20th. The choir practises on Fridays, 6.15pm
– 7.15pm in the church, but there is no choir practice in August. Choir members
please attend at 10am before the August services for a brief rehearsal.
If you would like to join, please contact Mike Palmer (e-mail: medpalmer@gmail.
com or 524183) or the Rector (e-mail: revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com or 872223).
Sunday School: everybody is very welcome to the Messy Communion on 9th July.
There’ll be breakfast and craft activities first, starting at 10.15am.
There will be a summer break, and Sunday School will start again on 10th September.
If you would like to get involved, please contact Katherine Huggins (607841).
Messy Church: Messy Communion on 9th July (see above); the next Messy
Church will be on 8th September. Enjoy the summer holidays – don’t forget the
Holiday Club on 26th July (see page 15).
Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from Kensworth Church Hall, for a
small donation. Please contact Heather Woods (873492).

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

For all services, see page 15. The July Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday
1st. Do come along for delicious cake, coffee and a chat. Everybody is very
welcome. There will be no Coffee Morning in August.
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AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Church prayers: our church prayers regularly focus on the local Studham
community and in the summer months we will be praying especially for families
away on holiday. In July we will also remember all the residents of Swannells
Wood and in August all those living in Church Road, Church Close, Church Mead
and the Red Lion Cottages. If you would like a special prayer to be said, perhaps
to give thanks for a special family event or to remember a loved one, please contact
Churchwarden, Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@btinternet.com).
Children’s Church takes place on Sunday 16th July at 10.30am. The children
will be learning about the parable of the Sower told by Jesus;
they will be thinking about the meaning of this parable, that we
are the soil and the seed is the Word of God which can grow in
us all, given the right opportunity. We hope everyone will stay
behind after the service for refreshments and to celebrate all the
July birthdays. There is no Children’s Church in August but there
will be refreshments and a celebration of the August birthdays on
Sunday 20th August.
There will be a concert by the Vauxhall Male Voice Choir – Music for a
Midsummer Eve – on Saturday 1st July at 7pm. Tickets include a glass of wine are
£8 and are available from Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@btinternet.com).

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH

A massive thanks to all who helped and attended the
May Fair – the rain just about held off allowing an
incredible figure in excess of £7000 to be raised to help
maintain the structure of the Church. See front cover
for photo of the May Queen and her attendants; more
photos at www.parishlink.org.uk.
Our next fundraising event will be a race night at
the Village Hall on Friday 22nd September – tickets
£12.50, to include fish and chips. Tickets from Peter
Gee (873154). Other dates for your diary are two of
our annual events – the Harvest Lunch on Sunday 1st
October and the Call My Bluff wine evening on Friday
9th November. For more information on these events or
to join the Friends, call John McDougal (873257).
To join the 100 Club, download a form from the Friends’ website (www.
studhamfriends.co.uk) or contact Emma Mulder (872021). It’s only £1 per month.
The winners in June were Ian and Annie Milne and Annette Moss.

WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD
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VILLAGE LUNCHES

On 13th July at 12.30pm in the Village Hall. Come along to enjoy a choice of roast
gammon, beef lasagne, chicken kiev or fisherman’s pie.
The August lunch is on the 10th with a choice from roast pork with apple sauce,
spicy chicken pie, salmon en croute or beef olives (casserole of stuffed rolled
topside – no olives!).
Both lunches are followed by a choice of pudding and tea or coffee. Isobel Randall
(872552) and Pam Ward (872406) would welcome offers of help or puddings.

AFTERNOON TEA AND EVENSONG

The church will be celebrating the feast of St Mary Magdalene, our patron saint,
on Sunday 23rd July. We welcome all friends in Whipsnade and beyond to enjoy
afternoon tea in the church at 4pm. The annual Mary Magdalene Evensong will be
held in the church at 6pm.

DOG WALKING RAMBLES

23rd July and 27th August – starting at Whipsnade Church at 10.30am. Please
come and bring your dog for a walk with great company and meet new friends.
More details from Kim Brown (872015).

WHIPSNADE CHURCH FETE

Many thanks to everyone who worked hard to make the fete a success, special
thanks to Helen Wingate and Stacey Catchpole for masterminding it this year.
Around £2,300 was raised for the church building.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON

The Friends held their AGM on Friday 9th June. This was an Annual General
Meeting with a difference, as it was combined with a celebration of 20 years of the
Friends’ work on the common, which has turned it from an unused scrub grassland
into the village gem and asset it now is!
The evening, attended by more than 65 members and guests, started with a glass
of sparkling ‘fizz’. Games and quizzes, including superb recordings of bird song
and allied music followed, mixed with personal memories and picture presentations
of events and parties from the last 20 years – old and new, past and present; all this
was assisted by a buffet supper of enormous proportions. The evening finished
with an adult version of pass the parcel – if you missed it you will have to attend
another event to find out how this works!
Our next work-parties on 15th July and 19th August start at 10am; meet by the war
memorial on West Common opposite the Red Lion pub.
For further information on these and other plans please contact the Secretary,
Denis Davison (Denis@den-jen.co.uk or 872650).
From the chairman of FoSC
A huge thank you to everyone who made the birthday party
and AGM on the 9th June, such a roaring success; especially
to John McDougal for being a superb MC, and to Denis and
Jenny Davison.
Thank you to everyone who came and supported this event,
especially to Life President and former Chairman, Peter
Enright (see photo).
A big thanks also to the Chairman, Geoff Shute, for an
interesting presentation on the 20 years of the Friends.

WI

Our speaker for July is Joan Cooper who is going to show us some ‘Seated Flexibility
Exercises’ . Why not come and join us? Female visitors are always welcome £3.50
including tea or coffee. The competition will be “A Sporting Achievement”, and
there will be a ‘Bring and Buy’ on the theme of Summer. August sees our Members
Only Garden Party.
Please reserve the date of 7th September as it will be an Open Meeting on the
subject of ‘Wills and Family Finance’. More details in September Link. Why not
look at our facebook or web pages to see what members have been doing recently?
(www.studhamwi.wordpress.com or facebook – studhamwi).

WHIPSNADE EXTRA
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GARDEN PARTY

Tessa and Martin Rees’ garden party was greatly enjoyed, with delicious cream
teas on the lawn, surrounded by spectacular rhododendrons and azaleas. Thank
you, Tessa and Martin, for your hospitality; the event raised £400 for Whipsnade
church. Below are some photos from the party. (more at www.parishlink.org.uk).

TREE CATHEDRAL ANNUAL SERVICE

About 150 people including the Salvation Army Band and five Royal British Legion
standard bearers attended. The children from Studham and Kensworth Schools
sang enthusiastically for a special service. It stayed fine for afternoon tea afterwards
in the Village Hall; many thanks to all who helped.

WHIPSNADE ‘QUEEN’S JUBILEE ORCHARD’

The orchard is a joint project between Whipsnade Parish Council and the National
Trust – the annual tidy-up and raking day will be held on Sunday 10th September
between 10am and 3pm. Please book the date; volunteers are needed to help in
the Orchard which is to the east of the Tree Cathedral. Tools and refreshments
provided. For further details contact Ken France (872375).
The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Tuesday 11th July at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall; all residents welcome.
*******

TIME FOR A SMILE

People go on holiday to forget things. Then they open their bags, and find that they
did!
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COMMUNITY NEWS 1

PHILIP HENRY BLYTH (6 MAY `1931 – 6 JUNE 2017)

Henry was born in St Albans growing up in Whipsnade
and spent his married life in Thame with his wife Mary
and their family. His father, Major E K Blyth, developed
the Whipsnade Tree Cathedral in memory of friends lost
in World War 1. The Village Hall and Windy Sayles (Girl
Guides camp) were also built on land owned by him.
Henry was a Trustee of the Tree Cathedral (serving
as chairman 1976-1988) and a member of the local
National Trust Advisory Committee (now disbanded).
Like his father, he was a serving soldier, and in the
Korean War was awarded the Military Cross. In civilian life he was a great Latin
and Greek scholar with many other interests including the Village at large but
especially the care and development of the Tree Cathedral. He was a very kind
and generous man. (His son William and the Blyth family are still involved with the
Tree Cathedral.)

STUDHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The Neighbourhood Plan Group will shortly be issuing a “Call for Sites”. It is being
synchronised with a similar document from CBC; which was expected at the end
of June.
Further details will be put on the Parish Link website (www.parishlink.org.uk) as
soon as they are available.

SPONSORED BIKE ‘n HIKE

On Saturday 9th September from 10am to 6pm. Organised by
Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust, the Bike ‘n Hike raises
money to give grants for urgent repairs to historic churches of
all denominations in Beds & Herts. Last year the Bike Ride
raised very nearly £100,000. Over 600 churches will be open
throughout the Diocese.
Choose your own route to ride or walk to as many churches as you wish. Sponsor
forms are available in the local churches and from the following:
Kensworth
John Maryan (872291)
Kensworth Methodist
Anita Shury (872117)
Studham
Meg Bender (872967)
Whipsnade
Roger Kendrick (413564)
Half the money raised goes to the church of your choice and the remainder to Beds
& Herts Historic Churches Trust. As well as riders, volunteers are needed to man
the churches and welcome walkers and riders, they can also be sponsored. Do join
in – it’s great fun and a splendid way to support our church buildings.

KENSWORTH EXTRA
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FLOWER GROUP: our next meetings will be on Wednesdays 26th July and

30th August in the Church Hall, Clayhall Road, at 7.30pm. Contact Shirley Hull
(872351) for details. New members always very welcome.

FRIENDS of ST MARY’S, KENSWORTH: dates for your diary: the Friends
are pleased to invite everyone to their Harvest Supper to be held in the Village Hall
on Saturday 28th October, at 7.30 p.m. Tickets cost £10 per person, which includes
a hot two-course meal and live musical entertainment by It Takes Two.

In the meantime, the Annual General Meeting will be held at the Church on
Wednesday 4th October at 7.30 p.m. The Committee meet every couple of months
to organise fundraising social events to help maintain the Church. New committee
members are always welcome as are supporters for any of our events.
Winners of recent monthly draws were Barbara Maryan and David Foster. For
details of any of the Friends events, please contact David Manton (01438 831184
or e-mail david.manton@aol.co.uk).

KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW: this takes place in the
Village Hall on Saturday 2nd September: programmes are now available from both
shops or Lynn Lewis (873981) or Sylvia Inns (07831 538682).
The Show is not limited just to those with green fingers: other categories include
flower arranging, cookery, and, new this year, knitting and card making. After
judging, the Show opens to the public at 2.30pm with prize-giving at 3.30pm,
followed by the sale of produce. Our plant stall will again have lots of bargain buys
and there will be some excellent raffle prizes to be won.
For further information please visit our website or contact David Manton (details
above). We are grateful to Ashtons Estate Agents for their continued sponsorship.
HONOURS

*******
Oldhill Wood residents, Anne and Des Salmon, leaving for a
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace on 17th May. Des was
awarded a BEM in The New Year’s Honours list.
Photo courtesy of Bill Bowman.
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CHURCH NEWS 1

CHURCH CELEBRATIONS

The Feast of the Transfiguration on 6th August is one of the miracles of Jesus in
the Gospels. In these accounts, Jesus and three of his apostles, Peter, James
and John, go to a mountain to pray. On the mountain, Jesus begins to shine with
bright rays of light and his clothes turn a dazzling white. Then the prophets Moses
and Elijah appear next to him and he speaks with them. Jesus is then called “Son”
by a voice in the sky, assumed to be God the Father, as in the Baptism of Jesus.
Then Moses and Elijah disappear and Jesus resumes his normal appearance. He
reassures the awestruck apostles but asks them to tell no-one at this stage. This
incident is interpreted as the point where human nature meets God: the meeting
place of the human world and the eternal, with Jesus himself as the connecting
point, acting as the bridge between heaven and earth. Christians consider the
Transfiguration to fulfil an Old Testament prophecy that Elijah would return again
after his ascension. It is regarded by Christians as a significant and pivotal moment
and many mark it with festivals and special services.
The Feast of the Assumption of St Mary the Virgin is marked by bank holidays
in Catholic countries on 15th August (often taking tourists by surprise!). There is a
tradition that Mary, the mother of Jesus, ascended into heaven the same way Jesus
did (Ascension Day). There is no evidence for this in the Bible so this occasion is
not marked everywhere, but the day is celebrated as her feast day.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

16th July:
‘Hymns on the Green’ at Edlesborough. Refreshments 			
		
afterwards. No service at Kensworth).
Holy Communion led by Rev. Nigel Bibbings.
23rd July:
6th August:
United Service at Edlesborough (No service at Kensworth).
27th August:
United Service at Eaton Bray (No service at Kensworth).
All services at 10.30am.
Growing Together: 20th July, 7.45pm. August - see notice board

STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH

July Services
Sunday 2nd
4pm		
Sunday 9th
10am
Sunday 23rd
6pm		

United Songs of Praise at Gaddesden Row
Rev. Gill Hulme HC
Circuit Service, North Watford		

August Services
Sunday 13th
10am		
Sunday 20th
6.30pm		
Sunday 27th
10am		

Linda Hillier
United Songs of Praise at Southdown (Tea 5pm)
Judith Fletcher
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CHURCH NEWS 2

BEREAVEMENT TEA

There will be a tea on Sunday 23rd July from 3pm to 4.30pm in Kensworth Church
Hall for those who have been bereaved. All are very welcome.

MESSY CHURCH HOLIDAY CLUB

This year our club is running for a morning and is again based around the successful
and enjoyable ‘Messy Church’ concept – and there will be lots of craft and games,
with a short service at the end for children. We meet in Kensworth Church Hall in
Clayhall Road, Kensworth on Wednesday 26th July from 9.30am – 1pm, with lunch
included.
The club is principally for children aged 5 to 11 (and gives hard-pressed parents
some time off too!). If your child is under 5, we may be able to accommodate them,
but you will have to stay with them, to ensure the right adult-child ratio. The club
costs £5 and booking forms are obtainable from Kensworth or Studham schools, or
contact Revd. Nicola Lenthall (872223). Bookings need to be received by 14th July,
through the school offices or direct to Nicola at the Vicarage. We look forward to
seeing lots of you for lots of fun!

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
Baptism
14th May
		14th May
		28th May
		28th May

Robert Mumford		
Jessica Stafford			
Daniel Bowes			
Thomas Hutchinson		

Kensworth
Kensworth
Kensworth
Kensworth

Marriage
20th May
		27th May
		3rd June		
		10th June
		17th June

Matthew Greig & Emily Cooksey
Matthew McNary & Helen Hornby
Michael Young & Pamela Magnus
Dale Johnson & Fiona Garrard
Liam Chamberlain & Emily Broom

Kensworth
Studham
Kensworth
Studham
Studham

R.I.P.		
30th April
		20th May
		23rd May
		29th May

Jim Rees			
William Smith			
Charlie Holland			
David Turner			

Studham
Kensworth
Kensworth
Kensworth

GET YOUR APP

Have you tried any of the apps on offer from Church House Publishing? You may
be missing some good things: apps produced by CHP have been downloaded well
over 200,000 times. The most popular, the Daily Prayer app, now has well over
13,000 users, enough to fill St Paul’s Cathedral five times over!
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STUDHAM & KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCILS

STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings: we hold 11 Council meetings per year: 5 of these are specifically for
planning, plus any further planning meetings as required. All meeting dates are
shown on Parish notice boards, as well as on the website. It was also agreed at our
June meeting on a policy that those whose addresses are on the Council database
will be informed of all meetings by e-mail.
Hedges: as nesting should have finished now, please can we remind those whose
hedges border roads or public footpaths that it is their responsibility to cut them
back to allow clear access?
Next meeting: our next General Purpose meeting will be on Monday 3rd July, at
7pm. Our next Planning and Finance meeting will be on Monday 4th September
at 7pm, both meetings in the Village Hall. Please note: we do not meet in August.

KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Highways Issues: Vice Chairman, Ian Lowery, has arranged a village walkabout
with CBC Highways Officers to discuss highways and footpath maintenance issues.
If you have any issues you wish him to highlight, please contact him (e-mail: ian.
lowery@btinternet.com or phone 872459/07909 921237, 155 Common Road, LU6
2PJ by 24th July. You can also report and track any highways problems directly with
CBC at www.cb-report-it.co.uk/index.aspx. If you need to report an emergency,
such as a streetlight with wires exposed or missing drain/manhole covers, contact
their 24-hour emergency team (0300 300 8049).
Councillor Vacancy: following the resignation of a councillor, and no request for
an election being received by CBC, we are seeking a co-opted member. If you are
interested, please contact the Clerk.
Parking: we have received complaints from residents regarding inconsiderate
parking and parking on grass verges/amenity land. We have forwarded these
complaints to CBC and request that residents “Think before you park” as your
actions may affect the safety of other road users and restrict emergency vehicle
access. In particular please do not park on footways or grass verges and remember
it is illegal to drive on a footway or to obstruct a footway with a vehicle. By parking
partly or wholly on the footway, you are blocking access for the most vulnerable
pedestrians who will be at risk by having to walk in the road.
Our next meeting is on 13th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

COMMUNITY NEWS 2
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VILLAGES TRIP TO THE LAKE DISTRICT

We travelled to Lancaster to have lunch and sightseeing and then journeyed on
to our hotel, beautifully situated at the southern end of Lake Windermere. The
next day we went to Carlisle and had a guided tour to learn the history of the city.
Thursday we went on the boat to Ambleside at the far end of Windermere and
back, then drove over the Kirkstone Pass to Ullswater and then to Keswick for
lunch and to enjoy this lovely town and the lake. Friday we drove to Appleby to join
the Settle to Carlisle train. We spent some time in Settle before travelling back via
Ribblehead to view the famous viaduct. On Saturday we had a visit to the home of
Beatrix Potter, then to Grasmere for lunch and a visit to Dove Cottage, the home of
William Wordsworth. On the drive home on Sunday we stopped at Carnforth to see
the station made famous in the film Brief Encounter; then on to Lichfield for lunch
and sightseeing. Margaret once again gave us a varied and interesting holiday.
She also arranged the most wonderful weather!! Many, many thanks for all your
hard work.
Dorothy Blackburn

MESSAGE FROM DR TEHMTON SEPAI – MARKYATE SURGERY

It has been a great privilege to have supported and advised patients at Markyate
Surgery over the past two decades. The time has come to move on. I am retiring
from the NHS, but intend to continue practising in St Albans in private practice,
conventional and complementary homoeopathic medicine. The kindness expressed
by so many well-wishers over the years, and more recently, on the eve of my
departure is truly overwhelming. My gratitude, a very heart felt thank you to you
all who have expressed such kind good thoughts over the years, you will never be
forgotten.
Wishing you happiness, good health always,
Tehmton Sepai

PARISH LINK WEBSITE - www.parishlink.org.uk

Our webmaster, Les Randall, has been very busy revamping the Parish Link
website to make it look fresher and more modern. Do have a look for news and
events which do not necessarily make it into the magazine. In particular go to the
Gallery and see if you can spot yourself in any of the photos of the various summer
events in the three villages.
If you wish an event to go into the website diary, please contact Les (872552 or
e-mail: lesrandall@btinternet.com.

GROWING UP

Your child has started growing up when he stops asking you where he came from
and starts refusing to tell you where he’s going!
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MORE KENSWORTH NEWS

KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL: bookings are still doing well for ad hoc weekend
hirers and the hall is now in regular use throughout the week. The village walks
are very popular, with lots of dog walkers and residents enjoying the variety of
different places we visit. The next walk is planned for 22nd July at 10am and then
16th September; please note, there is not one planned for August.
The Village Hall Committee is in need of some new members with new ideas for
fundraising and, in particular, in need of a new Treasurer. The work is not onerous
and anyone with a financial background would find it quite easy and not very timeconsuming. If anyone is interested in joining the Committee, please come along to
the next meeting on Wednesday 5th July at 7.30pm in the Committee Room upstairs
in the Village Hall, or contact Pat Mitchell (871178) for more details.
The Chairman gave thanks to Emma Moynes, who has been Treasurer for 11
years, for the work she has done, and also welcomed Margaret Putterill to the
committee, representing the PCC.

KENSWORTH CRICKET CLUB:

July Fixtures:
2nd
Sunday		
Pitstone
1.30pm		
Home
9th
Sunday		
Chalgrave
1.30pm
Away
11th
Tuesday
Markyate
6pm T20
Away
16th
Sunday		
Road Runners 1.30pm
Away
23rd
Sunday		Cublington
2pm		Away
Sunday
Boxmoor
2pm		
Away
30th
August Fixtures:
6th
Sunday		Markyate
13th
Sunday		
Studham
20th
Sunday		Milton Bryan
27th
Sunday		
Chalgrave Cup

1.30pm		Home
2pm KCT
Home
1.30pm		Away
1.30pm SF
Away

If you are interested in joining the club, please contact Duncan Wingfield (01582
872743) or Jon Holt (01582 872896) for further details.

KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB: we had a lovely meal at the Farmer’s Boy in

June, with the unexpected but very enjoyable display by the Morris Dancers of St
Albans! On Monday 3rd July there will be a Bring & Share Picnic at The Barns,
Kensworth Lynch, by kind invitation of Heather Woods (873492). Be there with
some food to share by 7pm. If the weather is unkind please go the Church Hall.
We are open to ladies/girls/women of all ages and especially welcome newcomers
to Kensworth. There is no meeting in August. Our next event will be on Monday
4th September (details in next issue).

SCHOOLS NEWS
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STUDHAM C of E VILLAGE SCHOOL

Obviously, the highlight of the last month
was the May Fair. We got pretty wet
setting up but the clouds parted just in time
for the crowning of the May Queen. (see
front cover). What followed was some
enthusiastic if muddy maypole dancing.

Our stall was a great success this year
and we are grateful to the May Fair team
who helped to collect so many toys for us.
We also sold apple juice which had been
donated from a local orchard. Our children
took the opportunity to do a “Business Studies” project. They designed the posters
and the labels for the bottles. They worked out the costs and the profit margins at
various price points.
Our next big event as a school is the School Fair both on the Common and at the
school on Saturday 15th July. All welcome!

KENSWORTH C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL and PRESCHOOL

The Pro-Kicks Challenge in May, held as part of the Sports Foundation for Africa,
raised just under £500. We’ve definitely got some future England strikers out there!
We had a school Teddy Bears Picnic on 21st June, when everyone, even the
teachers, brought in their bears to enjoy lunch with us.
The school held its annual Summer Fete on 24th June and there was a great turnout.
The PTA did a fabulous job, as usual, and have raised a huge sum to help to buy
equipment for the classrooms.
Our KS2 school trip is on 4th July and KS1 are off to the zoo on the 6th, where they
will be looking at animals from around the world to fit in with their topic work.
On 11th July we are holding our Sports Day (weather permitting) for the children in
the afternoon, when the four house colours compete for the Winners’ Trophy.
We will be breaking up for the summer holidays on Friday 21st July, where a muchneeded break will be welcomed by everyone. This is the time we say goodbye
to our Year Six pupils and wish them lots of luck in their new schools and for the
future...they know where we are and we hope they’ll visit us again!
For any information regarding the school, please contact 872336.
The School PTA report is on page 23.
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MORE STUDHAM NEWS

SHORT MAT BOWLS

We play Thursday evenings at 7pm all through the year, except for the first Thursday
of each month. The Village Hall is our indoor pitch. Please come along one evening
and have a go – we’re sure you will be entranced by the game and hopefully by us.
Contacts if needed are Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082).

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL

The recent Quiz Night raised £343. Our thanks to Chrys Smith, Andrea and Simon
Maxted, for again setting the questions, and to our supporters. The next Quiz Night
is on 16th September. More news next Link.
Our AGM is at 8pm on Friday 21st July. Not a long meeting, but an opportunity to
meet the team who run your Village Hall, and enjoy some refreshments. An open
meeting – everyone invited.
Users of the hall will know the floor needs attention. The Trustees are endeavouring
to recruit a professional expert adviser who would also manage the work. We would
welcome any contacts or introductions. Please contact Des Salmon (872082,
e-mail: destudham@btconnect.com).

BINGO

Come and play Bingo in friendly surroundings. £5 will pay your entrance, books
and even a strip of raffle tickets! All are welcome to join us. 7.30pm in Studham
Village Hall on 5th and 19th July, and 2nd, 16th and 30th August.

SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

We are looking to expand the ‘Sports’ side of the Club. So if you are interested in
taking part in petanque, darts or pool, at local or league level, please call in and
register your interest. Alan Davis and his team will give you a warm welcome and
you can even watch Sky TV whilst you enjoy your pint! New membership forms, or
renewals for those yet to rejoin, are available at the bar.

STUDHAM PLAYING FIELDS

Would all those who walk their dogs through the playing fields please keep them on
a lead whilst in the grounds, and remember to clean up after them.

SCRABBLE

Our small but enthusiastic Scrabble Group meets at 2pm every Tuesday afternoon
at Studham Village Hall. All are welcome.

KENSWORTH PTA & STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB
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KENSWORTH SCHOOL PARENT TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION

As the school year draws to a close, the PTA would like to thank you for your
amazing support throughout the year. We have raised over £3650 through various
events and donations. We’ve had discos, quiz nights, Christmas, Mother’s and
Father’s Day activities and Christmas in a Sleigh, which turned out to be a brilliant
success. The highlight of the year was when the teachers, parents, children and
community came together to tidy up and revitalise our pond area and grounds, and
what an amazing event it was, such a wonderful experience and turnout.
We have purchased a new reading system, assessment tablets, Wi-Fi hubs and
much more, which has made such a difference to the teachers and children and we
are about to donate funds towards two school trips.
As the year closes we wish Year 6 a fond farewell and all the very best of luck for
their future. We thank you again – have a great summer and watch this space for
an update on how we did on the Summer Fete.
If you would like to offer any help/fundraising ideas, please get in touch with us via
e-mail (kspta@outlook.com) or contact Gina Owen (07506 722 053). We always
welcome new members
******

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB

The Annual Club championships are running
over the summer with Finals day on Sunday
17th September and there will be a party to
celebrate the club’s 20th Birthday in November
– watch this space for more information!
Junior and adult tennis coaching takes place
every Saturday morning between 9am –
11am (Juniors 9 – 10, Adults 10 – 11). All
are welcome – non-members £6 per session,
members £4 per session. Our coach Justin is
also available for private individual or group lessons. Please contact Justin (just.
brooketennis@gmail.com or 07807 721 810) for more information.
For more information on coaching or joining the club, please contact Andrew Jones
(andrew.jones@expressvending.co.uk or 07833 111 682 / www.studhamtennisclub.
co.uk).
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FOR FAMILIES

STUDHAM MUMS AND TOTS

Mums and tots meet every Tuesday morning 9.30am in the Village Hall. New faces
are always welcome and the only restriction is all children must be accompanied by
an adult – why not bring your child along to play with others in a safe and friendly
environment? Tea/coffee and biscuits for mums and light healthy snack for tots.
Either just call in or contact Heather Wright (872118) for further details. Cost of a
session is just £2 per adult and two children, each extra child 50p.

ASHRIDGE EVENTS

Totally Batty Walk – Friday 7th July, 8.30-10.30pm. See if you can catch a glimpse
of these amazing creatures with one of the rangers. Adult £8, child £5. Booking
essential.
Ashridge Adventurers – Mondays & Wednesdays 24th, 26th & 31st July, 2nd, 7th, 9th,
14th, 16th, 28th and 30th August, 10.30am – 12pm or 1 – 2.30pm. Join for either a
morning or afternoon session of family activities and learn more about Ashridge’s
animals and plants. Suitable for children aged 4-9. £4 per child per session.
Creatures of the Night – Friday 4th August, 8.30 – 11pm. Join the ranger to learn
more about the fascinating night-time creatures that live at Ashridge. Adults £8,
child £5. Booking essential.
Gentle Stroll – Hanging Coombe and butterflies – Tuesday 8th August, 2.30 –
4.30pm. Meet at Steps Hill car park. £3 per person. No need to book, just turn up
and pay on the day.
Dovecote – Sunday 27th August, 11am – 2pm. A rare chance to see inside Ashridge’s
18th century dovecote. Park in the recreation ground car park on Stocks Road in
Aldbury and walk (HP23 5RX). Free of charge, donations welcome.
For more information or booking, call 01442 851227 or visit www.nationaltrust.org.
uk/ashridge-estate.

DUNSTABLE DOWNS

Enjoy the annual Kite Festival on Dunstable Downs on 29th and 30th July between
11am and 5pm.

JUST FOR FUN

Can you unscramble these letters to find books in the Bible?
1. a s h j o u
5. b r o s p r e v
2. i m y t h o t
6. t o n s l a m i n a t e
3. h u r t
7. c h a i m a l
4. k u e l
8. t h e r e s

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SALES 1
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STUDHAM CHURCH OF ENGLAND VILLAGE SCHOOL
Could you help secure the future of our school?

Studham School serves the villages of Studham and Whipsnade. We are looking
for new recruits to replace some long-serving members of the School governing
body, at this critical time for small schools.
In the recent Studham Neighbourhood Plan survey, there was strong support for
maintaining a school in the village for primary age children. For this to happen
we need a strong and active governing body dedicated to providing the best
education for our youngest children, and ready to give time and energy to the future
development of Studham School.
Being a governor is a very rewarding, if challenging role. Governors do not need
a professional background in education – the governing body benefits from a wide
mix of skills and experience. The main qualification is an interest in ensuring that we
continue to have a top quality first school for our local children, and that it continues
to play an important part in the community. We are an OFSTED ‘outstanding’
school, with a strong staff team, and wonderful children aged 2 to 9 years.
If you are interested and would like further details, please contact Chair of
Governors, Joan Bailey (joanmbailey@btinternet.com) or the School (872337).

PARISH LINK

To make a donation to help with costs, contact Les Randall (872552 or e-mail:
lesrandall@btinternet.com or send to 14 Holywell Road, Studham, LU6 2PA).

THE BELL IN STUDHAM

Congratulations to Phil and Nikki for their second place in the “Best Freehold Pub
in Bedfordshire” competition.

FLU JABS - EDLESBOROUGH SURGERY

Patients are invited to come along at the following times for their flu jabs:
16th September 9am –12 noon Surnames A – M
21st September 12 noon – 2pm Surnames A – M
28th September 12 noon – 2pm Surnames N – Z
30th September 9am – 12.30pm Surnames N – Z

ANSWERS

Answers to puzzle on page 24:
1. Joshua; 2. Timothy; 3. Ruth; 4. Luke; 5. Proverbs; 6. Lamentations; 7. Malachi
8. Esther

