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Revd. Nicola Lenthall
The Vicarage
Clayhall Road
Kensworth
LU6 3RF
Tel: (01582) 872223
Dear Friends and Parishioners
You may have noticed (unless you’ve been hiding in your cupboard for the past
few weeks) that the country is on the brink of a general election. It strikes me
as interesting that this is to happen in the week where the Church celebrates
Pentecost or Whitsun; that is, the coming of the Holy Spirit, the coming of the
breath of new life. All parties seem to be promising a new life from June 8th – if,
that is, you vote for them. It’s as simple as placing a cross in a box for us who are
privileged to live in a democracy.
For me, and for many others, the symbols of the cross and the promised new life
are powerfully in our minds at this time of year. The Holy Spirit, often symbolised
by fire or by wind, is the energy of God within us. Not the sort of energy you get
from keeping fit at the gym (though yes, that is important too) but the divine spark
of energy that is present even when a person is elderly or frail. I once had a very
elderly lady tell me that she felt useless, because she couldn’t do any of the things
she used to do for the church (the cleaning, flower arranging, even just attending
the services). I was able to reply with the honesty born of God’s love that she was
most useful; that I knew she bore the work of the church in the village to God in
prayer, and that every time I saw her I became aware of the presence of God-withus, which in turn energised me and sent me out feeling deeply joyful. And if that
isn’t the Holy Spirit, I don’t know what is.
The Holy Spirit is not contained within church buildings; it is working in the world.
Whenever someone stops to help someone who has fallen over in the street,
whenever someone greets a fellow human being with warmth and a smile,
whenever a decision is made in government to put people above profit, whenever
a wall is taken down rather than put up, and people try to work together, putting the
common good above selfish need, there you can see the working of the Holy Spirit.
Or as someone greater than I said, rather more succinctly, “Where charity and love
are, there God is.” And whoever is in power in government after June 8th, you can
be sure that the power and love of God are not going away.
With my love and prayers, this June as always,
Nicola

The cover shows Kensworth May Queen, Isabel Todd, and her attendants –
Casey Thomas and Becky Thomas.

WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD
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ELECTIONS AT THE CHURCH MEETINGS: at the annual church meetings
in April, Isobel Randall and Martin Rees were elected as churchwardens. For other
posts, please see page 13. Les Randall was thanked for his many years’ work as
treasurer on his resignation from the post.

FRIENDS OF WHIPSNADE CHURCH: why not join the Friends? As a charity
we are not involved in the religious activities of the church, but organise events
to entertain and raise funds for the church building, e.g. the Friends the new
extension. If you are interested in our social activities or have ideas for events,
contact the Chairman, Nick Craig (871200/thecraigiesfamily@btinternet.com), or
the secretary, Lorraine Wright (07958 615657/liandpa@btinternet.com).

DOG WALKING RAMBLES

What: opportunity to meet new friends (both human and canine), take a walk
around the village (walks from 2-5k) and enjoy refreshments afterwards in the
Church. Where: starting and ending at Whipsnade Church. When: fourth Sunday
of each month starting on 25th June, at 10.30am. Why: donations to help support
the Friends of Whipsnade Church. Contact : Kim Brown (01582 872015).

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY on Wednesday 14th June 7 – 9pm. Help

needed to get the churchyard ready for the Fete. Contact: Charles Baker (872718).

WHIPSNADE SUMMER FETE: see page 12 for full details of the Church Fete on

Saturday 17th June from 1.30pm in the churchyard. Come along to a traditional country
fete with entertainment for young and old, including the annual exemption dog show.

MUSIC FOR A SUMMER’S EVENING: on Saturday 24th June at 7pm. A

concert by the musicians of St Albans School at the Church. Tickets £10 (including
a glass of wine), £5 children under 16 from Pam Ward (872406). Proceeds to care
for the church building.

CHURCH TOILET: there is a certificate in the new church toilet, showing that ,
like Kensworth and Studham, we are twinned to a loo in the Democratic Republic
of Congo. The picture shows that we are very lucky to have modern facilities, but
the basic toilet we have sponsored is a real godsend in its isolated rural area. If you
could afford £60 to sponsor a toilet in an area of need, see www.toilettwinning.org.

PRIORY OF MERTON: each May we gratefully remember the Priory of Merton,
who sent Whipsnade its first priests in the 12th century. The Augustinian Priory,
founded 900 years ago, was one of the most important in the country, and was
destroyed in the 16th century at the time of the Reformation.
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KENSWORTH NEWSROUND

KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS: in June we shall be praying for the
people who live on Common Road from the start to the Methodist Church, including
Wick Hill. If you would like a particular prayer to be said, please contact Dorothy
Blackburn (872670).
KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH: Sunday 4th June is Whitsunday or Pentecost.

22nd June is the feast day of St Alban, the first English martyr. We are in the
Diocese of St Albans, and he lived and was martyred just a few miles from here.
Choir News: the choir will sing at Sung Eucharist (Holy Communion) on 4th June
and at Sung Matins on 18th; at Evensong to celebrate St Alban on 20th; also at a
wedding on 3rd. The choir practises on Fridays, 6.15pm – 7.15pm in the Church
Hall. If you would like to join, please telephone Mike Palmer (524183) or the Rector
(872223).
Sunday School: on 11th June the topic of the three persons of the Trinity will be
explored; on the 25th the younger children will learn how much Jesus cares for us.
If you would like to join us as a child or a helper, please contact Katherine Huggins
(607841). We welcome all children from 3+.
Messy Church: all children and their carers are welcome to the next Messy
Church at 3.30pm on Friday 9th June: lots of fun, crafts and songs, followed by a
hot supper for everybody!
Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from Kensworth Church Hall, for a
small donation. Please contact Heather Woods (873492).

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH: for all services, see page 13. The
June Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday 3rd. Do come along for delicious
cake, coffee and a chat. Everybody is very welcome.
DROP IN-CLUB: all are welcome to ‘Drop In’ at the Village Hall every Thursday

morning, 9 – 11am, for tea or coffee, biscuits and crisps, games, outings and friendly
chats. (Note not on 8th June because of the election). Newcomers to Kensworth
are warmly invited to come and meet the locals!

KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB: on Monday 5th June there will be a meal at The

Farmer’s Boy at 7pm. To book, contact Brenda Potter (872509) by Friday 2nd June.

FLOWER GROUP: our next meeting will be on Wednesday 28th June. Contact

Shirley Hull (872351) for details. New members always very welcome.

AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM
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ST MARY’S CHURCH
Church prayers: in June we shall be praying especially for all the residents of
Common Road, Clements End and Pedley Hill. If you would like a particular prayer
to be said, perhaps to give thanks for a special family event or to remember a
loved one, please contact Churchwarden Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@
btinternet.com).
Children’s Church is on Sunday 18th June at 10.30am. The children and young
people will be thinking about the Gospel reading for the day from St Matthew, and
what the call of Jesus and His command to us all to help and care for others means
for us today. The service will be followed by refreshments and the celebration of all
the June birthdays. Everyone is very welcome .
There will be a special Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving on Sunday 25th
June at 10.30am. We shall be celebrating the church’s place in village life and in
supporting the wellbeing of our community. It will be an opportunity to thank all the
volunteers who give their time and talents to keep St Mary’s an active and valued
part of village life, especially those who have worked so hard in the churchyard in
the last few months.
We are looking forward to welcoming back those who have recently celebrated
marriage and baptism services with us. Everyone is warmly invited to the service
and to stay for refreshments afterwards.   
On Saturday 1st July at 7pm the church will be welcoming the Vauxhall Male Voice
Choir for a concert, “Music for a Midsummer Eve”. Tickets which include a glass
of wine are £8 and are available from Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@
btinternet.com). See also page 18.

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH
We are a friendly group who raise money to maintain the structure of the oldest
building in the village - the Church. A huge thank you to all who helped at the May
Fair – at the time of writing we don’t know the final figure of money raised.
Our next event will be a Race Night at the Village Hall on Friday 22nd September;
then the Harvest Lunch on Sunday 1st October and our annual Call My Bluff Wine
Evening on Friday 9th November.
100 Club – if you want to have a chance of winning £60 per month, download a
form from the Friends’ website – www.studhamfriends.co.uk – or contact Emma
Mulder (872021). It’s only £1 per month. The winners in May were Paul Tearle
and Jane Jacoby.
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WHIPSNADE EXTRA

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE LUNCH on 1st June – change of date! As the second
Thursday in June is the day of the General Election, the lunch will take place on 1st
June. All welcome: £6 for a two course meal with tea or coffee, and raffle. Offers
of help or puddings to Isobel Randall (872552) or Pam Ward (872406)
WHIPSNADE TREE CATHEDRAL ANNUAL SERVICE: on Sunday 11th June

at 3pm. Everyone is welcome to the ecumenical service supported by the Royal
British Legion, including singing by children from the Kensworth and Studham
schools and music by the Salvation Army Band. The preacher is the Venerable
Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of St Albans. Bring a rug or chair to sit on. If wet the
service will be in the church. Further information from Pam Ward (872406).

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE HALL EVENTS: a family fun day on 24th June at
1.30pm when the Shambles Big Band will be entertaining again. Preceded this
year by a barbeque, so do please contact us to reserve your tickets! Tickets from
Sue Eason (872647) or Pam Ward (872406).
*********
A5-M1 LINK (DUNSTABLE NORTHERN BYPASS)

The new A5-M1 Link (Dunstable Northern Bypass) is now open to traffic. The M1
has also now been restored to full capacity, including the use of the hard shoulder
as a traffic lane at peak times. The national speed limit will apply on the new,
dualled section of the A5.
The new M1 junction 11A is also open and will connect the new road and CBC’s new
Woodside Link road to the M1. The road layout has changed with the introduction of
new slip roads and the new junction. With the renewed use of the hard shoulder as
a traffic lane, overhead message signs on the M1 will also start displaying variable
speed limit messages instead of the temporary 50 mph speed.

KENSWORTH CRICKET CLUB

June Fixtures:
4th 		Sunday		Chalgrave		1.30pm		Home
11th		Sunday		President’s Day		1pm		Home
13th		
Tuesday
Markyate		
6pm T20
Away
18th		Sunday		Carpenters		2pm		Away
25th		Sunday		TBA					Away

TIME FOR A SMILE

Lost Husband: Where are we now? Wife: Halfway between Paris and Marseilles,
dear. Husband: Don’t bother me with details. What country are we in?

KENSWORTH EXTRA
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FRIENDS of ST MARY’S, KENSWORTH

A reminder that our Musical Picnic will be held on Sunday 18th June, 1pm – 4pm
at Dovehouse Farm, Dovehouse Lane, by kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Wise.
The entertainment will be provided by Ampthill Town Band. Please bring your
own picnic, drinks, tables, chairs etc. Tickets costing £5 are available from David
Manton (01438 831184/davidmanton@aol.co.uk).
Winners of the April Monthly Draw were Gillian Rubin and David Foster. Members
will shortly be receiving a notification inviting them to renew their annual subscription
and new Members are always welcome. It costs £2 per month, with 50% of the
proceeds paid in prize money each month and the remainder going towards the
upkeep of the Church. Further details from David Manton (see above).

KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall AGM was held on 16th May at the Village Hall. This is the meeting
when the new Committee is elected, but normally everyone is happy to stay on the
committee for another year. Mike Sawyer read his report of the year 2016/2017:
Mike was pleased to report that bookings were coming in well. Unfortunately, an
incident of harassment by some local youths (described in the last issue) may
put people off. The Hall needs regular maintenance and refurbishment so it is
hoped that good bookings will continue. He thanked all those on the Committee
for their hard work, and hoped very much that more people will find time to join the
Committee and bring fresh blood and new fundraising ideas for the Hall.
The Village Walks (with well-behaved dogs) are well supported. The next one is
on 24th June. Meet at 10am in the car park.
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee is Wednesday 7th June at 7.30pm.
We are always happy to welcome new members who can bring some more ideas
on fundraising events to keep the Hall running.

KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW

On Saturday 2nd September in the Village Hall. Some new categories are planned
and these will be announced in the next Link. In the meantime, any queries should
be directed to David Manton (01438 831184) or visit https//m.facebook.com/
kensworthflowerandvegetableshow.

MARGO’S QUIZ

Kensworth Village Hall on 8th July at 7.30 p.m. Cost is £7.50 to include supper but
BYOD. To book a table or individual places,contact David Manton (as above). The
profits from the evening help to offset the costs of the Flower & Vegetable Show
which is being held on 2nd September this year.

LOCAL EVENTS
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THREE VILLAGES HOLIDAY
I am organising a holiday to Edinburgh from 23rd – 28th September 2017.
*
We will be staying at the Kings Manor Best Western
Hotel only half a mile from Musselburgh picturesque
harbour and the golden sands of Portobello. The hotel has
a spa, gym and indoor swimming pool.
*
Visits to the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood Palace,
the official residence of the Queen when she is in Scotland,
the Royal Yacht Brittania and a guided panoramic coach
tour of the city, with a drive over the Forth Replacement
Bridge and a visit to Stirling.
Please phone Margaret Maddox (873225 or e-mail: mki.maddox@icloud.com) if
interested in this holiday. Approximate price £547 depending on numbers.

WHIPSNADE SUMMER FETE
Saturday 17th June
1.30 – 4pm In the Churchyard
Refreshments - Sheila Weatherhead 840750
Quality White Elephant - Lorraine & Paul Wright 664 942
Plants & Produce – Pam Ward 872406 & Ann Duncombe 872786
Bottle & Sweet Stall - Hilary Cantle 01442 843433
Plates for plate smashing – Kim Brown 872015
Cakes – Karen Craig 871200 & Helen Wingate 01525 713413
Tombola – Lorna Kingham 01442 843575
Books – Chris France 872375
EXEMPTION DOG SHOW - Loveliest Lady, Most Handsome, Waggiest
Tail, Best Rescue, Best Puppy, Best Trick and Best in Show!
If you have anything that you could donate to our stalls, then please either
contact Helen or Stacey whipsnadefete@hotmail.com, or contact people above
directly. We are particularly looking for cake bakers!
Kindly sponsored by Fine & Country

CHURCH NEWS
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WELCOME

We welcome to the North Chilterns Group the Revd. Joy Cousans, who has taken
over at Eaton Bray with Edlesborough and Dagnall, and Revd. Kaushal David to
Totternhoe, Stanbridge and Tilsworth.

HOLIDAY CLUB

This year our club is running for a morning with lunch and is again based around
the successful and enjoyable ‘Messy Church’ concept – and there will be lots of
craft and games, with a short service at the end for children. We meet in Kensworth
Church Hall in Clayhall Road, Kensworth on Wednesday 26th July from 9.30am
– 1pm, with lunch included. The club is principally for children aged 5 to 11 (and
gives hard-pressed parents some time off too!). If your child is under 5, we may
be able to accommodate them, but you will have to stay with them, to ensure
the right adult:child ratio. The day costs £5 and booking forms are obtainable
from Kensworth or Studham schools, or contact Revd. Nicola Lenthall (872223).
Bookings need to be received by 14th July, through the school offices or direct to
Nicola at the Vicarage. We look forward to seeing lots of you for lots of fun!

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS: at the recent meetings, the
following were elected:
Kensworth:
Churchwardens:
PCC Members:
			
Deanery Synod Reps:

Barrie Huggins, John Maryan
Dorothy Blackburn, Leila Bishun, Joanne Cook, Peter 		
Culley, Katherine Huggins, Margaret Putterill
Richard Gurney, Nicola Rossiter-Norwood		

Studham:
Churchwarden:
Meg Bender
PCC Members:		
Joan Bailey, Mike Bailey, Jacqui Gayle, Lynn Graves and
			John McDougal
Deanery Synod Reps: Felicity Cornelius and Gill Harris
Whipsnade:
Churchwardens:
PCC members:
			
Deanery Synod Rep:

Isobel Randall, Martin Rees
Sarah Ayres, Kim Brown, Chris Hazell, Sylvia Kendrick, 		
Vicky Roch and Lorraine Wright
John Ward

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

Join us at the Dunstable Downs Car Park (£3 to non-National Trust
members) at 11am for a day of fun and worship. Sunday 25th June.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

Welcome to our new Steward. We are sure you will give him a warm welcome; why
not call up and make yourself known and if you haven’t yet paid your membership
you can do both things together! Schedules for both cricket teams are now
available, so why not come and watch them play? You can even join them if you
like. Junior cricket is on Fridays and the senior team are always on the lookout for
new members. Contact Robert Thorne via the Club for more details.

WI

It is on our programme, and posters, as a ‘mystery speaker’ so you will have to
come to find out more – 1st June at 7.45pm! No competition this month (as a
‘themed’ competition would give it away!). However there is still a ‘Surprise Bring
and Buy’ – items, value at least £2, have been put in brown paper bags which were
handed out last month and will be on sale for £2 each! Don’t have a bag? No
worries, we have spares, so please bring your items with you and we will do the
rest. Female visitors welcome £3.50 including tea and coffee.

SCRABBLE

Our small but enthusiastic Scrabble group meets every Tuesday afternoon at
Studham Village Hall at 2pm – all are welcome.

BINGO

Come and play Bingo in friendly surroundings. £5 will pay your entrance, books
and even a strip of raffle tickets! All are welcome to join us and we would really like
to see you. 7th and 21st June at the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB

The annual Tony Webb Trophy will take place on Sunday 9th July – entrance is
open to both members and non-members. Please contact Andrew Jones for more
information. There will be a party to celebrate the club’s 20th Birthday in November
– watch this space for more information!
Junior and adult tennis coaching takes place every Saturday morning between
9am – 11am (Juniors 9am –10am, Adults 10am – 11am). All are welcome
– non-members £6 per session, members £4 per session. Our coach Justin is
also available for private individual or group lessons. Please contact Justin (just.
brooketennis@gmail.com or 07807 721 810) for more information.
For more information on coaching or joining the club, please contact Andrew Jones
(andrew.jones@expressvending.co.uk or 07833 111 682. www.studhamtennisclub.
co.uk).

SCHOOL NEWS
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STUDHAM C of E VILLAGE SCHOOL

We often spend a lot of time thinking about what
might inspire and enthuse our children but often it
is the simple things which have the most impact.
This time it was chickens. Over the Easter break
we brought in an incubator and 12 eggs. Only
seven hatched and a number of children were
lucky enough to see some chicks emerge from
their eggs. Elsewhere in the school it has been “heads down” as we prepare
to gather the annual results in but that hasn’t stopped us planning for all the fun
things we are doing after the tests. With Sports Day, class trips, a whole school trip,
Leavers’ Service, drama presentations and two concerts, it looks like the school
year will go out with a bang.

KENSWORTH C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL & PRESCHOOL

It was lovely to see so many people out enjoying the sun at the annual May Festival
on 7th May at the church, and a delight to have three
of our Year 4 girls to start off the festivities. They all
looked beautiful (see photos this page and cover).
Our Year 6 children have now got their SATS
exams under their belts: we are very proud of them
all. They have worked hard over the last year and
deserve great results.
We had the Pro Kicks company
into school on 23rd May for the
children to take part in a goal shoot-out and show off their
skills......we may have a few England strikers in the future! Our
yearly school Summer Fete will be taking place on the 24th
June: see below and page 18.
We would all like to wish Miss Hailes, one of our class TAs, best
wishes as she leaves to have her first baby. We are all very
excited!
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone for helping us collect the
Sainsbury’s vouchers over the last few months; they will help
go towards cooking ingredients for the children.
For any information regarding the school, please contact 872336.

PTA

If you would like a stall at the Fete (£10) contact Vanessa Durham (07788 990364).
And, as always, many thanks for attending our Quiz. It was a fantastic night and
well organised by Gina. All the money we raise goes back into the school and we
couldn’t do this without all the continued support we receive. If you would like to
offer any help/fundraising ideas, please get in touch with us via e-mail (kspta@
outlook.com) or contact Gina Owen (07506 722 053).
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EVENTS

KENSWORTH SCHOOL SUMMER FETE
In the school grounds
Saturday 24th June
2pm till 4pm
All sorts of stalls - games - Police Dog
Display - Fire Brigade - Tattoos Finger and Nail Painting - Ice Creams - Welly Wanging Tombola - BBQ
And loads more…..!

MUSIC FOR A MIDSUMMER EVE
A Concert by the Vauxhall Male Voice Choir - Saturday 1st July at 7pm
in St Mary’s Church, Studham. Tickets £8 to include a glass of wine
and light refreshments. Tickets and more information from Meg Bender
(872967).

STUDHAM SCHOOL PTA
SUMMER FAYRE
SATURDAY 15TH JULY 2PM – 4PM
Rides * Raffle * BBQ * Inflatables
Refreshments * Cakes * Games
Tug of war * Craft Stalls
And much more
Studham Common / Studham School

STUDHAM EXTRA 2
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FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON – 20th Anniversary Celebration
The Friends are 20 years old this summer; come and help us celebrate on Friday
9th June at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All welcome – members, friends, family
and especially the curious – come and find out what’s been going on around the
Common for the last 20 years. A light supper with a welcoming glass of bubbly, a
few minutes of formal AGM, followed by a historical ‘light show’ of our members at
work over the years!
This will be a free event. So if you wish to bring your own drinks for the rest of the
evening to make the event really swing, please do so! Glasses will be supplied, but
in order to help manage numbers and table arrangements, we are issuing tickets,
which will be available from Denis Davison (denis@den-jen.co.uk or 872650).
Having been inspired by the celebrations, why not come and join the next Common
workparty on Saturday 17th June. We meet at the war memorial on West Common,
opposite the Red Lion at 10am. The work-party organiser will be Denis Davison,
whose contact details are as above for further information.

SHORT MAT BOWLS

On Thursdays at 7pm in the Village Hall (except the first Thursday in the month).
Dates are on page 15. New members always welcome and come for a taster.
Contacts if needed are Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082).

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL

The annual Quiz Night is on Saturday 3rd June. £10, fish & chips supper, BYOD.
Doors open at 7pm for 7.30 start. Proceeds help meet the cost of running the
Village Hall, which is an independent Registered Charity. Contacts are Des Salmon
(872082) or a Trustee.
The AGM is 8pm, Friday 21st July. This is an open meeting to voice any concerns
or ideas, and to meet the team who run your Village Hall
Sad to report our treasurer, Harry Young, will be leaving the district. Our thanks to
Harry for his work, both on the finances and managing several projects. We also
thank Christine, our Link correspondent for her untiring help and understanding.
There is now an opportunity to serve the community as our treasurer, so please
contact Des Salmon (872082) or a Trustee.

MUMS AND TOTS

Mums and Tots meet every Tuesday morning 9.30am in the Village Hall. New faces
are always welcome and the only restriction is ‘all children must be accompanied by
an adult’ – why not bring your child along to play with others in a safe and friendly
environment? Tea/Coffee and biscuits for mums and light healthy snack for tots.
Either just call in or contact Heather Wright (872118) for further details. Cost of a
session is just £2 per adult and two children, each extra child 50p.
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KENSWORTH AND WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCILS
KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Councillor vacancy: following resignation of a Councillor, and no request for an
election being received by CBC, we are currently seeking a co-opted member. If
you are interested, please contact the Clerk.
Local buses: following concerns raised at the Annual Parish Meeting regarding the
loss of bus services, in particular the morning and evening Centrebus 34/35 service
to and from Dunstable, a request was made to Centre Bus. Centre Bus Manager,
Neil Somers, is pleased to report that following the parish council request, CBC
have agreed to fund two additional journeys between Kensworth and Dunstable
during peak hours. The 35 service will divert via Kensworth at 07.42 arriving in
Dunstable at 08.01 and in the evenings, passengers will be able to use the 17.20
35 departure from Dunstable which arrives at Kensworth at 17.45. These additional
journeys will operate Monday to Friday.
8th June Meeting venue change: the Village Hall is being used as a polling station,
therefore we have changed our meeting venue to the Methodist Church Hall.

WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL

Queen’s Jubilee Orchard: the village’s own commemoration
of the Queen’s diamond jubilee, which is situated next to the
Tree Cathedral, reaches its fifth birthday, in June. This is now a
lovely strip of meadow, where you can amble through and see
over two dozen different varieties of apple, pear and plum. The
walk makes a pleasant detour just off the bridleway adjacent
to the Tree Cathedral, where you can enjoy the quiet solitude
of a traditional English orchard and see, among the different
varieties already planted, Aylesbury Prune (English Damson),
Duchess of Bedford, Egremont Delight and the mysterious
Desse de Buffe.
A special vote of thanks was recorded at the Parish Council meeting to Carolyn
Booth for all her tremendous work in helping establish the orchard and seeing it
through its first five years. A lot of hard work has gone into this, which Carolyn
has managed wonderfully, involving local schools, residents and other volunteers
in the planting and nurturing of the young saplings, working in conjunction with the
National Trust, who are joint partners with Whipsnade in the project. If anyone
would like to get more involved with the future development and care of the orchard
,please contact Ken France (872375).
Date of Next meeting: 7.30pm in Whipsnade Village Hall on Tuesday, 11th July.
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INFORMATION
PROSTATE PEDDLERS

Five years after being diagnosed with advanced and aggressive prostate cancer,
local Whipsnade man Charles Frost successfully cycled over a thousand miles
across France to raise money for Prostate Cancer Research. His return to fitness
just sixteen weeks after major surgery inspired Charles to change his career,
become a British Cycling Coach and start a cycle coaching program for others
affected by the disease.
Prostate Peddlers is a club offering its clients cycling tuition. It aims to bring men
affected by prostate and pelvic area cancers together for exercise and support,
working to improve their mental and physical fitness to help fight the disease.
If you would like more information, please call Charles (07985 913775) or visit
www.ProstatePeddlers.com.

WARNING: IDENTITY THEFT

Unfortunately, a number of households in the area have suffered very serious
identity theft in the last couple of months. People have had driving licences copied
and bank cards cloned. It would appear that the information was obtained through
documents that had been put in bins. So please deal with any such documents
extremely carefully:
•
shred or burn any paperwork containing your details (name, address, bank
details etc.)
•
put your bins in a secure and concealed place if possible
All households, however small, are targeted by these thieves. If you see anything
suspicious, contact the police on 101. Be aware also of other ways in which your
identity might be at risk: telephone calls or emails. If in any doubt do not share any
personal information.

ASHRIDGE EVENTS

Friday 9th June, 8.30pm – 10pm. Totally Batty Walk. Adult £8, child £5. Booking
essential. For more information, call 01442 851227.
Monday 26th June, 2.30 – 4.30pm. Gentle Stroll – Chalkland Flowers. Meet at
Beacon car park. £3 per person. No need to book, just turn up and pay on the day.

MARKYATE SURGERY

The merger has been announced of Rothschild House Surgery, Tring, and Markyate
Surgery with effect from 1st June. Two regular doctors from Rothschild House
Surgery will provide surgeries at Markyate to replace those provided by Dr Sepai.
The existing services and staff at Markyate will continue as before: there will be no
changes to these. Rothschild House Surgery is aware of the history and current
situation with regard to the Markyate Surgery premises and the need to improve
these in the future. There are ongoing negotiations to develop new premises for
the benefit of patients.

