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Revd. Nicola Lenthall
The Vicarage
Clayhall Road
Kensworth
LU6 3RF
Tel: (01582) 872223
Dear friends and parishioners,
At the end of the month our regular worshippers in these parishes are joining a
worldwide time of prayer. Called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, it invites as many Christians
as possible throughout the world to have a special focus on prayer for others in the
days between Ascension Day (May 25th) and Pentecost (also known as Whitsun,
when we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit, on June 4th this year). But what
is prayer anyway? There are many possible descriptions, and none is particularly
right or wrong. One wide-ranging description could be learning to see, think and
desire as God’s creature.
Moving into a still, meditative, prayerful state of open communication with God is
difficult. This has been acknowledged by many people over the centuries, some of
them saints! I’m glad to know this, as I often find it difficult to pray … Sometimes I
use thought rather than words – first getting into a relaxed state and concentrating
on my posture and breathing, recalling that the breath of God is the Holy Spirit.
Then, once I am calmer, I use a method worked out by a monk called Brother
Ramon which is called a Head/Heart exercise. Think of your breath in an L-shape:
in through the heart; hold for a few seconds; then out through the top of the head.
Then reverse the action: in through the top of the head all the way down to the
heart; hold there for a few seconds; then out from the heart into the world. At
the first stage you breathe the pain, suffering and sin of the world into your heart,
holding it in love, and then breathing it up through your head, offering it to the
healing grace of God. At the second stage you breathe in the healing power of the
Holy Spirit through the top of your head and down into your heart, holding it there
in love before breathing it out into the needy world.
It’s a good method to use and can be done in a variety of places.
Some of our church buildings will be open as ever for quiet contemplation during
this special time – and as ever I will be praying for all of you, my parishioners, as
is my privilege…
With God’s love and his blessing, now and always,

Nicola Lenthall

The cover shows children at Whipsnade Church on Good Friday making Easter
Gardens for our three Parish churches. See also page 13.

AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM

Page

7

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Church prayers: in May we shall be praying especially for all the residents of
Byslips Road and Kensworth Road. In addition, if you would like a special prayer
to be said, perhaps to give thanks for a special family event or to remember a
loved one, please contact Churchwarden, Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@
btinternet.com).
Children’s Church is on Sunday 21st May during the morning service of Holy
Communion at 10.30am. The children will be learning about the day’s reading from
St John’s Gospel, that God’s gift to us is His love for each one of us and how we
can express our love for Him in the way we care for each other. After the service,
there will be refreshments and a celebration of the May birthdays with birthday
cake. Everyone is warmly invited.
We will be taking part in the national prayer initiative launched last year by Justin
Welby, called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. As part of this, the Lord’s Prayer will be laid
out in sign and symbol on an altar in Studham Church. Come and reflect and pray!
The display will be there from 25th May for one week. See also page 13.
There will be a special Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving on Sunday 25th
June at 10.30am. We shall be celebrating the church’s place in village life and in
supporting the wellbeing of our community. Everyone is warmly invited; please put
the date in your calendar.  
On Saturday 1st July at 7pm the church will be welcoming the Vauxhall Male
Voice Choir for a concert “ Music for a Midsummer Eve”. Tickets which include a
glass of wine are £8 and are available from Meg Bender (see above).

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH

For details of the May Fair, see page 10. After the May Fair our next fundraising
event will be a race night at the Village Hall on Friday 22nd September, with our
annual Call My Bluff wine evening later in the year. More details in next month’s
Link.
100 Club – this month’s winner of £50 is Joy Goodwin – number 062 – and runner
up for £10 is John Hanna with 033.

WI

May is our Resolutions Meeting when we will discuss the two resolutions being
put forward to the National AGM in June. There will be a Bring and Buy Table and
plenty of time for companionship and chat. Ladies are welcome to join us for just
£3.50 (including refreshments). Studham Village Hall on 4th May at 7.45pm.
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WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD

ROYAL VISIT TO WHIPSNADE ZOO

150 Whipsnade residents responded to the
invitation from ZSL to welcome HM the Queen, the
Patron, and HRH the Duke of Edinburgh. It was
the Queen’s first visit (she visited as a child in 1933
– HRH has been four times previously, including in
1997 to open the then new elephant ‘barn’). Parish
Council Chairman, Ken France, and his wife were
invited guests to attend the unveiling of the plaque.

WHIPSNADE CHURCH

Church extension: now that the work is nearing completion the church will be
open again during the day to welcome visitors.
This month’s Village Lunch is on Thursday 11th May at 12.30pm in the Village Hall.
Anyone is welcome to come along and choose from a selection of main courses –
roast pork with apple sauce, beef in ale pie, salmon fillet with dill sauce or chicken
cacciatore, followed by a choice of pudding and tea or coffee, all for £6. There is
also a bookstall and raffle. Please note the June lunch is on the 1st; one week early.
Everyone is very welcome to Tessa and Martin Rees’ Garden Party at Kensworth
Gorse on 21st May from 2pm to 4pm, to enjoy the rhododendrons while taking
afternoon tea and sipping a glass of wine or soft drink. Tickets £5 per person from
Tessa or Martin, (873117) or Isobel Randall (872552). A great way to relax after
the excitement of Studham May Fair!

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE HALL

Our AGM is on Tuesday 2nd May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, everyone welcome.
Please come along with new ideas for events we could have in the Village Hall and
the plans for the next phase of improvements.
Future Date: The Shambles Big Band Concert and Barbeque – Saturday 24th June
at 1.30pm at the VH – book the date, more details in the June Parish Link.
ANOTHER ‘WORLD AWARD’ FOR LOCAL MARMALADE
St Mary Magdalene Church is locally well known for marmalade but this year the
makers were surprised to receive two Silver (18 and 19 out of 20 points) from
‘The World’s Original Marmalade Awards’ based at Dalemain, Cumbria which
holds an annual competition to pay tribute to all those who make marmalade at
home. The awards being for the Seville orange and campanologists sections.
The competition raises funds for hospice work worldwide, medical research
and Marie Curie in the UK and this year there were entries from 20 countries
worldwide! The new ‘award winning’ essential for breakfast toast can be had from
Whipsnade Church at £2 a jar and has helped church funds for over 20 years.

KENSWORTH NEWSROUND
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KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS: in May we shall pray specially for the
people who live in the Ridgeway, Russell Close and Plewes Close. If you would
like a particular prayer to be said, please contact Dorothy Blackburn (872670).
KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH: on 7th May the May Queen will be crowned
after Family Holy Communion (see below); Ascension Day is Thursday 25th
May; Rogation Sunday is on 28th May, at 10.30am at Dovehouse Farm, by kind
permission of Mr and Mrs Wise.
Choir News: the choir will sing at Family Communion on 7th May, at Sung Matins
on 21st May and at a wedding on 20th May. The choir practises on Fridays, 6.15pm
– 7.15pm in the church. If you would like to join, please contact Mike Palmer,
(e-mail medpalmer@gmail.com or 524183) or the Rector (e-mail revnicolalenthall@
btinternet.com or 872223).
Sunday School: on 7th May come to Communion and the May Queen festivities
(see below); on 14th we’ll be hearing about Jesus as our guide, then on the 28th we
all go to Dovehouse Farm to join in the Rogation ceremony. We would love anyone
to join us, either as a helper or pupil: please contact Katherine Huggins (607841).
Messy Church: all children and their carers are welcome to the next Messy
Church at 3.30pm on Friday 12th May. Lots of fun, crafts and songs, followed by a
hot meal for everybody!
Crowning of the May Queen and May Celebrations – Sunday 7th May: following
Holy Communion, which starts at 10.30 am, we will be crowning the May Queen,
who will then open the festivities in the churchyard at about 11.30 am. There will
be a barbecue, hot and cold drinks, stalls, games and, new for 2017, a Fun Dog
Show. The event will go ahead even if it rains. Everyone, especially well-behaved
and talented dogs, welcome!
Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from Kensworth Church Hall, for a
small donation. Please contact Heather Woods (873492).

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH: for all services, see page 14. The May

Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday 6th. Do come along for delicious cake,
coffee and a chat. Everybody is very welcome.

KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB: this month we are going to have a talk and
demonstration about jewellery-making, on Monday 8th May at 7.30pm in the Church
Hall, Clayhall Road. We are open to ladies/girls/women of all ages and especially
welcome newcomers to Kensworth.
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STUDHAM MAY FAIR 2017

Saturday 20th May at 2pm
On the Common
Our May Queen Louisa Toffis will be crowned
and open the May Fair at 2pm, helped by her attendants
Ellamay Sexton & Bella Allen
with Chaperone Heather Wright
Gifts for Stalls or Competition Prizes, or help to run a stall gratefully
accepted. Please contact Des Salmon (872082) or Stall Holders:

Books
Church Gift Stall
Homebake & Cakes
Plants
Refreshments
Tombola
Toys

Peter Gee
Meg Bender
Emma Mulder
Sally Cload
WI (Chrys Smith)
Eddie Perry
Des Salmon

873154
872967
873089
871205
872989
873909
872082

Events, Side-Shows & Stalls include:





-

Crowning of May Queen by 2016 May Queen, Cara Field
Maypole Dancing by the Children of Studham School
Raffle for Meal for Two at The Bell, donated by The Bell, Studham
Grand Draw - Prizes include:
£100 cash
Meal for Two donated by Horse & Jockey Restaurant, Markyate
Meal for Two at The Red Lion, donated by The Red Lion, Studham
Children’s Animal Pets Corner
Strawberries & Cream
Coconut Shy
Face Painting
BBQ & Hot Dogs

-

Twee - Jams & Chutneys
Pimms Tent
Swingboats, Roundabout
Pop Up Pottery
Kensworth Brass

Refreshments in the Village Hall
SPECIAL ATTRACTION:

FUN DOG SHOW

Master of Ceremonies: John McDougal
Thanks to our Sponsors for their support and everybody who helps to make the May
Fair such an enjoyable afternoon. Public Address System by Peter Owen.

Sponsored by Fine & Country.
Presented by the Friends of Studham Church

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
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WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL

Give Way Ahead: last November we reported that we were urging CBC to take
action to reduce the serious risk of collisions at the junction of Byslips and Clayhall
Road with the Buckwood roads between Oldhill Wood and Kensworth. Since then
there have been at least two more serious incidents – one involving a near miss
between a “12 tonner” and a car coming down from Byslips Road. A request to
install ‘STOP’ signs was turned down by CBC highways but we are now continuing
to apply pressure to insist on other signage improvements.
Play Areas: we are hoping to reach agreement with the Village Hall Trustees on reestablishing a small play area on the Village Hall Meadow. Children’s outdoor play
equipment has come on leaps and bounds and we are currently researching what
would be in keeping with the setting to be enjoyed by accompanied young children.
Date Of Next Meeting: the next meeting will be the AGM and will be held in
Whipsnade Village Hall on Tuesday 9th May at 7.30 pm. All welcome.

KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Parish Meeting: thank you to all who attended the APM on Thursday 13th
April at the Village Hall. The Parish Council awarded grant cheques to local groups
and organisations.
Bedfordshire Police Inspector, Annita Clarke and 3 PCSOs were in attendance.
Inspector Clarke urged residents to report all issues to 101 or if a serious incident
and happening immediately to call 999. PCSO Praful Sudiwala can be contacted
by e-mail Praful.Sudiwala@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk.
Concerns were raised by residents regarding the loss of bus services in Kensworth.
A request has been made to Centrebus to provide a diversion to Kensworth.
The General Manager for South Beds Dial-a-Ride, was also present. Dial 01525
220044 at least 2 days before your journey to make a booking request. There is
an annual membership cost of £10 and each journey is charged at £2 each way or
£2.50 each way to Luton. Further details can be found on their website www.sbdar.
co.uk or calling 01525 220044
Residents complained about highways and planning issues from the Industrial
Estate. Unfortunately the Parish Council do not have any powers to assist with
this, but our Ward Councillors have agreed to take these issues on with Central
Bedfordshire Council officers.
Packhorse Pub Car Park: CBC planning enforcement team will serve an
enforcement notice on 20th April. It will require the unauthorised uses for vehicle
sales and repairs to cease. The Notice will take effect after 28 days (18th May), and
the period for compliance will be 2 months from that date (18th July).
Parking: once again, we have received complaints from residents and request
residents to “Think before you park”. Remember the Highway Code and be
considerate to others.

LOCAL EVENTS
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THREE VILLAGES HOLIDAY
I am organizing a holiday to Edinburgh.
The dates are September 23rd – 28th
2017 – 5 nights. We will be staying at
the Kings Manor Best Western Hotel
only half a mile from Musselburgh
picturesque harbour and the golden
sands of Portobello. The hotel has a
spa, gym and indoor swimming pool.
There will be visits to the Scottish
Parliament, Holyrood Palace, the official residence of the Queen when she is in
Scotland, the Royal Yacht Brittania and a guided panoramic coach tour of the city,
with a drive over the Forth Replacement Bridge and a visit to Stirling. Please phone
Margaret Maddox (873225 or e-mail: mki.maddox@icloud.com) if interested in this
holiday. Approximate price £547 depending on numbers.

FRIENDS OF KENSWORTH CHURCH PRESENT:
A Concert and Picnic Featuring:
AMPTHILL TOWN BAND
at
Dovehouse Farm, Dovehouse Lane, Kensworth
Sunday 18th June 1 – 4pm(ish)
By kind permission of Peter and Constance Wise.
Please bring your own picnic, drinks, tables, chairs etc. Tickets costing £5 are
available from David Manton (01438 831184).

ASHRIDGE

Plant Fair: our popular annual event is on Sunday 21st May, 11am – 4pm. Come
and stock up on an exceptional range of plants from our volunteer growers and
local nurseries. Free entry.
Larking around on Northchurch Common: on Monday 29th May from 10am
until 4pm. Join the rangers to count and record singing Skylarks and parachuting
Meadow Pipits. There will be a range of activities for children so come along and
play your part in protecting these nationally declining birds. Learn why and how
we can protect these species and why Northchurch Common’s habitat is special.
Free entry, donations welcome.

CHURCH NEWS
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More photos from
the making of the
Easter Gardens at
Whipsnade Church

ROGATION SUNDAY is the day when the Church

has traditionally offered prayer for God’s blessings on the fruits of the earth and
the labours of those who produce our food. The word “rogation” is from the Latin
rogare, “to ask.” Historically, the Rogation Days (around Ascension Day) were a
period of fasting and abstinence, beseeching God’s blessing on the crops for a
bountiful harvest. Few of us today directly derive our livelihood from the production
of food, yet it is good to be reminded of our dependence upon those who do and
our responsibility for the environment.

ASCENSION DAY

The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ, also known as Ascension
Thursday, Holy Thursday, or Ascension Day, commemorates the bodily Ascension
of Jesus into heaven. It is one of the ecumenical feasts (i.e., universally celebrated)
of Christian churches, ranking with the feasts of the Passion, of Easter, and
Pentecost. Ascension Day is traditionally celebrated on a Thursday, the fortieth
day of Easter (following the account given in Acts 1:3), although some Christian
denominations have moved the observance to the following Sunday.

PLEDGE2PRAY

Last year the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, began a national prayer
initiative, called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. It went international very quickly as more
and more people joined up. As individuals and churches we were encouraged
to pray for one another, our nation and the world – and to focus in that especially
during the days running up to Pentecost (the celebration of the Holy Spirit).
This year our parishes will be taking part again; this will culminate in a celebration at
St Albans Abbey on June 4th at 6.30pm. More information at www.thykingdomcome.
global/#Pledge2Pray.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

STUDHAM PLAYING FIELDS.

The Playing Fields Committee wish to inform members of the public that the flying
of drones over the Playing Fields is strictly prohibited.
A request has been made for a Boules/Petanque area to be
added. This got us thinking. Are there any other sports which
could be included? We already have 2 football teams, 2 cricket
teams and a tennis club as well as junior cricket, but what else
could we offer? If you have a particular sport that you would
like to take part in or promote, come along to the AGM on
Wednesday 31st May at 7.45pm at Studham Sports & Social
Club and let us know.
Bingo Evening: a bingo evening for Kensworth Cricket Club has been arranged for
Saturday 27th May. Books are £1 each (£6 for a strip) and there will be a raffle and
supper. All are welcome to join us and proceeds go towards the cost of the team’s
away games. Books on sale from 7pm and eyes down at 7.30pm.

QUIZZES

This is the last quiz until the Autumn, proceeds are towards the refurbishment of
Longrove Camp Site. On Tuesday 2nd May at the Red Lion at 8pm.

BINGO

We are a welcoming bunch who look forward to meeting new players, so why not
come and join us. £5 will pay your entrance, 6 tickets and a strip of raffle tickets –
who knows you could win it all back? Wednesdays 10th and 24th May. Doors open
7.30pm for eyes down at 8pm.

SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

Memberships for 2017/18 are now due. Why not come up and watch Sky
whilst you pay? The Annual Southend Coach Trip will take place on Friday 25th
August. Please see Club notice board for further details.

SCRABBLE

Our small but enthusiastic Scrabble Group meets every Tuesday afternoon at
Studham Village Hall – the weather (13) may be chilly (14), but we can assure (6)
you of a warm welcome (14).

SHORT MAT BOWLS

Thursdays at 7pm in Studham Village Hall (except the first Thursday in the month).
Dates are on page 15. New members always welcome and come for a taster.
Contacts if needed are Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082).
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STUDHAM EXTRA 2
STUDHAM WAR MEMORIAL
With the centennial of the ending of the First World
War fast approaching, the War Memorials Trust has
requested the restoration of local memorials. Our
memorial was built in 1920 and originally had a pale
‘Portland stone’ base and plain railings. The railings
were removed during the Second World War to assist
the war effort and were replaced in the1950’s to stop
people picnicking on the steps! The restored railings
were damaged by a wayward lorry and a hedge was
planted to conceal the damage.
The War Memorial Trust has requested that we return our memorial as closely as
possible to the original design. We will be removing the hedge, existing railings and
the orange, engineering bricks on the base. This work will commence after the May
Fair. Obviously, the works will prove unsightly whilst they are in progress but by
installing new railings, creating a more original base and general cleaning/restoring
of the clock tower will ultimately restore our memorial to its former glory.
Studham Parish Council

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON

The workparty will be on Saturday 13th May. Please note this is one week earlier
than usual, as the following week is the Studham May Fair. Lunch will be provided.
Everyone is welcome, especially new members – do please come and help. We
meet at the war memorial on West Common, opposite the Red Lion at 10am.
Please contact Keith Draine (07807 363629 or e-mail: info@westlea-pm.com for
further information.
Advance notice: this year the Friends will be celebrating their 20th anniversary
with a social event. This will follow on from the formal AGM on Friday 9th June in the
Village Hall. Everyone is very welcome. More details next month

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB

Race Night: Saturday 6th May, doors open 7pm for first race at 7.30pm. Tickets £7
per person include a fish and chip supper. There will be 8 races and all bets are
50p. To book your tickets, call Linda (873112). There will be a party to celebrate
the club’s 20th Birthday in November – watch this space for more information!
For information on coaching or joining the club, contact Andrew Jones (andrew.
jones@expressvending.co.uk/07833 111682). Visit www.studhamtennisclub.co.uk
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EVENTS

CARITAS HARMONY AT THE GROVE THEATRE DUNSTABLE
SUMMER SERENADE Sunday 11th June at 6pm.

Award-winning Ladies’ Choir Caritas Harmony make a highly
anticipated return to The Grove Theatre in a concert to benefit
The Mayor of Dunstable’s charities. The ladies are led by
their experienced Musical Director, Margaret Blenkin, and
accompanied by the highly-talented pianist Martin Hart. We
are delighted to announce that exciting young tenor Thomas
Elwin will join us as supporting artist for the concert. With guest
compere TV and Radio presenter Adrian Mills, the programme
promises to include something for everyone’s taste and will offer
a thoroughly entertaining evening. Adults £15/wheelchair users
and children £12 available from The Grove Theatre Box Office
(01582 602080) and online at www.grovetheatre.co.uk.

DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

On Tuesday 9th May at 7.45pm in the Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable, the talk
is ‘Yesteryear in the Gazette’. Visitors welcome at £2.

WHIPSNADE SUMMER FETE 2017
Saturday 17th June, 1.30 – 4pm

It’s not long now before another exciting Whipsnade Summer Fete at the Church.
We have some new stalls joining us this year, and plans are in progress for
our dog show and other entertainment. We are working hard to put everything
together, but we could do with your help too please.
We are looking for offers of help beforehand and on the day to run stalls, help
with the set up etc.
So now is the time to pot up your surplus plants, put those bottles to one side,
and dig out your unwanted presents and books ready for collection/delivery in
June. Details of where to leave them will be in the next Parish Link.
This year we are also looking for local talent to perform at the Fete – if you would
like to play your instrument, do a little dance, or tell some jokes, then we would
love to hear from you. We do need to know by Friday 12th May so we can put
the programme together.
Thank you in advance for all your help and support and I look forward to hearing
from you all very soon.
Helen Wingate – whipsnadefete@hotmail.com

KENSWORTH EXTRA
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FLOWER GROUP: our next meeting will be on Wednesday 31st May in the
Church Hall, Clayhall Road, at 7.30pm. Contact Shirley Hull (872351) for details.
KENSWORTH DROP IN CLUB: everyone is welcome to ‘Drop In’ at Kensworth
Village Hall every Thursday 9am – 11am for tea/coffee and biscuits (soft drinks and
crisps for children). Enjoy a chat and games and get to know the locals! We have
outings as well.

KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW: early notice: the Village
Hall Committee will once again be holding Margo’s Quiz to raise funds for this
year’s Show. 8th July at 7.30pm – contact David Manton (01438 831184 or david.
manton@aol.co.uk). Cost is £7.50 pp which includes supper but please BYOD.
KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL: the Village Hall committee were saddened
that a group of four teenagers harassed a hirer of the hall for a child’s 4th birthday
party on 1st April, for two hours. They were banging on the windows and doors and
continuously pressing the internal door buzzer to attract attention. At one point
they threatened them by wearing masks and said they had a knife. The child’s
mother is eight months pregnant, was extremely distressed and called the police.
Unfortunately, the police were not able to attend. The committee have provided
photographs from the hirer, CCTV footage and names of the culprits to the police,
demonstrating severe anti-social behaviour that will not be tolerated. This group
of teenagers have also been causing distress to elderly residents in the village and
frightening them with their masks. It is hoped that the police will be able to deal
with them effectively.
The next Village Walk is on 20th May to Dunstable Downs; the date for the June
walk is 24th with a route to be announced.
The Village Hall Committee AGM is on 16th May at 7pm; refreshments will be
provided. Please come along and tell the committee what sort of event you would
like to see at the Hall that you would support. We are always looking for new
members to join the committee to bring some new ideas.
KENSWORTH CRICKET CLUB

May Fixtures:
7th
Sunday		Markyate
14th
Sunday		Milton Bryan
21st
Sunday		Studham
24th
Wednesday
Caddington
28th
Sunday		Road Runners
30th
Tuesday
Markyate

2pm		Away
2pm		Home
2pm		Away
6pm T20
Away
1.30pm		Away
6pm T20
Away

If you are interested in joining the club, please contact Duncan Wingfield (01582
872743) or Jon Holt (01582 872896) for further details.
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KENSWORTH SCHOOL NEWS

KENSWORTH C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL & PRESCHOOL

It was a busy end to the Spring term with an Easter assembly and dress-up days to
finish off the topics of animals, pirates and Ancient Egyptians. Our wonderful PTA
held an Easter Egg Hunt and each pupil took home a chocolate egg. We also held
an outside school cleanup day (see below).
So, after a well-deserved break, everyone is recharged and ready for the new
Summer term. Our exciting topics include: Preschool - Our favourite books;
Reception (Holly class) - Weather and the seasons; Cherry class - Around the
world, who knows where they’ll go? Oak class - The Vikings; Hornbeam class An in-depth look at dinosaurs and prehistoric man.
There will hopefully be a couple of school trips organised and some of KS2 will be
taking part in Bikeability, a day of learning how to stay safe on your bike. Oak Class
will be starting their 10-week swimming course at Tiddenfoot and on 7th May, the
Kensworth May Fair will take place at the church where one of our Year 4 girls will
be crowned, along with her two beautiful attendants.
It is going to be a busy term; we wish our Year 6 children lots of luck for their SATS
(you’ll do great!) and will have lots of fresh news for our next write up.
For further information regarding the school, please contact 872336.

Kensworth School Parent Teachers’ Association asks for your support:
A massive “Thank You” to everyone who came out on 11th and 12th March for
the School grounds tidy-up. It was
overwhelming to see so many
teachers, parents and children. We
achieved more that weekend than
I think any of us thought we would.
And as for the pond area, that has
been transformed completely –
thanks go to Philip and Andrew
Woods who came with their tractor
and trailer and removed all the trees,
bushes and leaves. Thanks to the Revd. Nicola Lenthall for the use of the Church
Hall and the chocolates she donated for the workers.
What else can you expect from the PTA? This month we are holding a stall at the
Church May Fair, we will be collecting for Bags to School – and don’t forget our
fantastic Quiz which is on Saturday 20th May at 7.30pm. To book a table or a place
call Gina Owen (07506 722053). Tickets are £5 per person. In June we will have
our Summer Fete, which is on Saturday 24th. If you would like a stall, (£10), please
contact Vanessa Durham (07788 990 364). All the money we raise goes back into
the school to enrich the children’s experiences and we couldn’t do this without the
support of our teachers, governors, parents, children and villagers.

STUDHAM C of E VILLAGE SCHOOL
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Our big school event this month has
been our visit to the Faith Tour in
Bedford. The Faith Tour encompasses
three places of worship in Queens
Park Bedford – a church, a mosque
and a Sikh temple (or Gurdwara).
Years 1 – 4 enjoyed a fascinating day
finding out the similarities between
the three religions and contrasting the
different places of worship.

Closer to home our Easter Service at the church was well attended and we had
another massive Easter concert with our individual instrumentalists and our singing
groups contributing to a packed programme. Our jazz band also made their first
appearance of the year.

STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

APM: there were 12 members of the public present. Both Ward Councillors, Kevin
Collins and Richard Stay, and Eddie Perry, Parish Council Chair, gave reports on
the previous year’s events, including the M1–A5 Link road, de-trunking the A5 and
A4146, planning matters, the School, and the plans for the Memorial Clock.
The meeting was then opened to the public, with the main topic of debate being
the bus service. It was decided that a Public Meeting should be held later in April.
A parishioner then raised the subject of the inadequate signage during the recent
closure of Dunstable Road; it was explained that this had been reported.
Parish Councillors: as May is officially the start of the new Council year, details of
portfolios allocated to Councillors will be in the June issue of the Link.
Next meeting: our next meeting will be our Annual General Meeting at 7pm in the
Village Hall on 8th.

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL

In the March Link the Trustees thanked the organisations that have supported the
Village Hall, but due to a drafting error the Parish Council was omitted. We take
this opportunity to thank the Parish Council for their support over the years.
The annual Quiz Night is on Saturday 3rd June. Tickets will be £10 to include
a fish and chip supper, BYOD. Contact Des Salmon (872082 or desstudham@
btconnect.com).
The AGM is on Friday 21st July. This is an open meeting to voice any concerns or
ideas, and meet the team that run your Village Hall. More news in next Link.

