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By the time you read this, the season of Advent will be upon us; the time of waiting,
or expectation, of hope and perhaps just a little bit of shopping frenzy! Here at
Studham chapel we know it will be a hive of frantic activity for our Christmas Tree
Festival on the weekend of 10th December but maybe we should relax a little more
about our own Christmas preparations
I once heard the writer Ann Morisy talk about the role of the Christian in a world
whose view point seems to be concentrating on scarcity and anxiety. She dared to
say that the Christian message is one of abundance! Even more shocking was her
assertion that every person can make a difference by the small ‘micro-actions’ that
can turn around a cynical viewpoint into one of hope. She talked in particular about
the micro-action of ‘softening ones eyes’ and if you are having difficulty envisaging
this, imagine looking into the eyes of a baby. Apparently, when adults do this, they
automatically ‘soften their eyes’ and your whole face lights up, so the feeling of hope
and peace spreads, because we are consciously swapping anxiety for generosity of
spirit, becoming aware of the real person that God wants us to be.
Just imagine for a moment the difference that it would make if all Christians went
about all their daily lives in this season of advent, with ‘soft eyes’ with compassion
for everyone they met. Just imagine if we concentrated on the abundance, the
blessings that God gives us, that we finished each day by giving thanks for the good
things God has given us. Just imagine if we always had a smile for the lonely, if
we consciously became bearers of hope to all whom we meet. Imagine if, instead
of succumbing to the doom and gloom culture, instead of moaning about all we
have to do, we give thanks for being kept on the right path of love, of hope, and of
light. Simply by taking the time each day to be thankful for God’s free gift of grace,
the vulnerable Christ child who turned the world upside down, we may find that our
thankfulness spreads in a quiet but real way to those around us. I’m sure that you
will be able to think of practical ways to make this happen, whether it is by donating
food or a gift to a homeless charity, or even by a simple Christmas card to someone
who has had a difficult year. Actions don’t have to be huge or expensive to make a
difference.
So as we wait for the promise of God with us, I hope and pray that this Advent
season and Christmas may be a blessing to you and those you love, and that we
may all be able to carry Christ’s abundant love to our world.
Gill
Cover design courtesy of Les Randall
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KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS: in December we are saying prayers for

Kensworth School, all families and carers; in January, we pray for the people who
live in Poplar Road, Maple Way, Green Lane and Elmside. If you would like a
particular prayer to be said, please contact Dorothy Blackburn (872670).

KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH: the reflective time of Advent is followed by

the joyful celebrations of The Nativity. We have a Christingle service on 11th, the
Carol Service is on 18th and the Crib Service is on Christmas Eve (details on p.16).
Midnight Mass is a united service at Kensworth at 11.15pm – all are welcome.

Everyone, good singing voice or not, is welcome to join in our carol-singing activities
(see p.14). They really are great fun, with collections in aid of Save The Children.
If you would like to help decorate the church on the morning of Saturday 17th
December, please contact Penny Brown (603837).
In January, there is the Feast of the Epiphany (6th), commemorating the visit of the
Wise Men, and our services reflect this special season.
Chilterns West Gallery Quire: Christmas Concert & Mummers Play, 4th December,
11.30am (after the service).
Choir News: the choir will sing at Sung Eucharist (Holy Communion) on 4th
December and at the Carol Service on 18th December at 4pm, both followed by
refreshments, and Midnight Mass. The choir practises on Fridays, 6.15pm – 7.15pm
in the church, but in January and February choir practice is in the Church Hall,
Clayhall Lane. If you would like to join, please telephone Mike Palmer (524183) or
the Rector (872223).
Sunday School: the Christingle Service will be held on 11th December at 10.30am,
and the Crib Service at 3pm on Christmas Eve. We look forward to seeing lots of
you there. Older children most welcome to come and help! 8th January: we shall
be learning about Epiphany (visit of the Wise Men), and on the 22nd the topic is
about the time Jesus called the fishermen to follow him. If you would like your child
to join Sunday School, or if you want to be a helper, contact Katherine Huggins
(607841). We welcome all children from 3+. There are senior and junior sections.
Messy Church: there is no Messy Church in December or January. The February
will one will be on Friday 10th – details in the next issue.
Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from Kensworth Church Hall, for a
small donation. Please contact Heather Woods (873492).

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH: for news and services see pages 11
and 15.
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AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Church prayers: in December we shall be praying especially for local families
and for our Studham Church of England Village School, and in January we shall
particularly remember all the residents of Woodland Rise. If you would like a
special prayer to be said, please contact Churchwarden Meg Bender (872967 or
meg.bender4@btinternet.com).
Christingle service: everyone is very welcome to join this festive celebration on
Sunday 18th December at 10.30am. Through the powerful symbol of the Christingle
orange and its lighted candle, the service will carry the message of God’s love for
people throughout the world. The collection is for the Children’s Society to support
their important work with vulnerable and disadvantaged children. The service will
be followed by refreshments and a celebration of all the December birthdays.
On Christmas Eve there will be a Carol Service at 4.30pm. Please come to enjoy
the Christmas message through traditional carols and Bible readings.
Children’s Church resumes in the New Year on Sunday 15th January at 10.30am.
Following the Gospel reading for the day, the children will be thinking about
how to follow Jesus and do what he would like them to do. New children are
especially welcome and everyone is invited to stay for refreshment afterwards and
a celebration of the January birthdays.
Annual Quiz on Saturday 3rd December, 7.30pm at Studham Village Hall: a few
tickets (at £10) are still available. If you would like to come, please contact John
McDougal (873257 or john.mcdougal@btinternet.com).

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH

We are a friendly group who raise money to maintain the structure of the oldest
building in the village – the Church. We have a vacancy on our committee so if you
think you can help, please speak to John McDougal (873257).
100 Club – the lucky October winners were Keith Bailey (£50 no.27) and Sue Owen
(£10 no.154). To join and a have a chance of winning £60 per month, download
a form from the Friends website (www.studhamfriends.co.uk) or contact Emma
Mulder (872021). It’s only £1 per month.
Don’t forget the Carols in the Village Hall on Sunday 4th December starting at
3.30pm. Looking further ahead we have a Race Night planned for February 24th
2017. Another date for your diaries and our big fund raiser in 2017 is the May Fair
which will be held on 20th May – always a great Studham day. If you can help in
any way please speak to Des Salmon (872082).

WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD
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WHIPSNADE CHURCH

The church will be decorated for Christmas on Wednesday 23rd December at
9.30am. Grown ups and children are welcome to help decorate the Christmas tree,
or arrange the flowers, or set up the nativity scene. Contact Anne Weir (873425)
Christingle Service on 18th December at 9am. All, especially children, are welcome
to join the traditional distribution of Christingles. Collection to the Children’s Society.
The Christmas Lunch on 8th December at 12.30pm is fully booked. The January
lunch on Thursday 12th January is at 12.30pm. Come along to celebrate the arrival
of 2017 with a choice from roast beef, lamb hotpot, chicken kiev or salmon.
Christmas services
All the usual Christmas services continue while the extension
is being completed.
The Carol Service at 6pm on Christmas Eve is the traditional
9 Lessons and Carols with handbell ringing, carols, readings
and distribution of gifts and light refreshments.
At 9.30am on Christmas morning we welcome people from all three parishes and
beyond to celebrate the birth of Christ.
Carol Singing: for details see page 14.
Church extension: the extension is making excellent progress. The builders are
keeping up with their schedule, and the work should be finished by late January.
Grateful thanks to those who are working to clean the church each Saturday so that
services can take place as usual on Sundays.
Harvest donations: thanks to all who donated to the Water Aid charity we supported
this year. The Harvest Lunch and Thanksgiving collection together raised £427.54
which has been sent to the Bishop’s fund. The splendid array of produce on show
at the service was distributed as harvest parcels around the village.
Church members are taking a stall at the Whipsnade Christmas Craft Fair in
the Village Hall on Sunday 4th December. Come along to support the hall and the
church by buying our plant bowls, cakes, loaves, jams and other produce.
Access: when the ground is very wet please avoid driving across The Green to
park close to the church; make sure that there is an access for the disabled. If you
park at the entrance to the Park Homes, please ensure that the road is kept clear.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

BINGO

We are an extremely friendly bunch and always welcome new members to come
and join us. £5 will pay your entrance, books and even your raffle! Please note
doors open at 7.30pm so that we are finished before 10pm (maybe a bit later on
Party night!). We look forward to seeing you. Please note that we do not hold
Bingo during January. We will re-commence 7.30pm on Wednesday 1st February.

WI

Our December Meeting will be our 98th Birthday Party, and this year we will be
attending Pendley Manor. January is a Social Evening, so why not come along
for a cup of tea and a chat. Membership for 2017 will be due and there will be a
chance to purchase members’ unwanted items. We will also be talking about our
plans for 2017 and 2018 which will be our Centenary Year – quite an achievement.
SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
Not a member? Why not? Come and see what we are all about. Membership
forms are always available from behind the bar, or e-mail studhamclub@hotmail.
co.uk for info. For Christmas closing, please see notices in the Bar.
WHIST
The Studham Whist Group meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings. It does
not matter whether you have never played or are an expert in the game, if you
would like to join us, you will be made most welcome. Please contact Lynne Smith
(873371) for further details.
SCRABBLE
There is a game of Scrabble every Tuesday afternoon 2pm – 4pm in Studham
Village Hall – we would love for new players to join us, so please call in for a game.
QUIZZES
Red Lion Quiz Night is 6th December: 5 rounds of 10 questions and 1 music round.
Entry is £3 per person and teams may be any size. There is a raffle and if you want
a meal, you phone Garry Ellis (872530) to book a table. All monies raised from
September to December go toward the Studham Over- 60s Christmas Meal. If you
live in Studham aged over 60, please contact clerk@studhamparish.co.uk or ring
Chrys Smith (872989) for details of the lunch on Wednesday 7th December.
MUMS AND TOTS
Mums and Tots meet every Tuesday morning at 9.30am in the Village Hall.
New faces are always welcome and the only restriction is all children must be
accompanied by an adult – why not bring your child along to play with others in a
safe and friendly environment? Tea/coffee and biscuits for mums and light healthy
snack for tots. Either just call in or contact Heather Wright (872118) for further
details. Cost of a session is just £2 per adult and two children, each extra child 50p.

KENSWORTH EXTRA
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KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

For all services, see p.15. The December Christmas Fayre will take place on
Saturday 3rd, 10.30am – 12 noon: stalls, mince pies, Christmas gifts and raffle – see
you there! Please note there is no Coffee Morning in January.
See the notice on p.14 for the Salvation Army Concert here on 8th December – don’t
miss it!
Wishing all a happy Christmas and peaceful New Year, warmly inviting you to all
events.
KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB
Our December meeting will be at 7.30pm on Monday 5th, when we have a Bring
and Share Christmas Supper and plan activities for 2017, starting with decisions for
the venue of our New Year Dinner in January. Do come with a plate of food, your
diaries and interesting ideas! If you are new to the village and would like to join us,
contact Barbara Maryan (872291).

FLOWER GROUP

We have a winter break until 22nd February. We wish everyone a very happy
Christmas and New Year.

DROP IN CLUB

All are welcome to ‘Drop In’ at the Village Hall every Thursday morning, 9 – 11am,
for tea or coffee, biscuits and crisps, games, outings and friendly chats. Newcomers
to Kensworth are warmly invited to come and meet the locals!

FRIENDS of ST MARY’S, KENSWORTH

We will be holding our New Year Quiz in the Village Hall
on Saturday 28th January with a prompt 7.30pm start. In
recent years, the event has sold out before Christmas,
so to book your table or individual places, please contact
David Manton (01438 831184 or david.manton@aol.
co.uk). Cost is £8 per person to include supper but
please BYOD.
The monthly draw for November was won by John Maryan (£60) and Simon Boyton
(£20) and tickets can still be purchased for £2 per month.
Anyone who might be interested in joining the Friends Committee, particularly
newcomers to Kensworth, should contact David Manton (see above). Our
Committee and supporters are drawn from various religious denominations (and
none) and our aim is simply to run enjoyable social events and raise funds to help
maintain the Church building, most of which dates back to the 12th Century.
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WHIPSNADE EXTRA

CHRISTMAS WALK

There will be a Christmas Walk on Tuesday 27th December. Meet at the Tree
Cathedral car park at 10.30am. It is recommended that you wear wellingtons
or strong shoes for a walk around the village lasting about 1½ hours. Everyone
welcome. Donations £2 to Whipsnade Church Extension Fund. Children free.
More information from Pam Ward (872406).

SCRUB CLEARANCE

On Whipsnade Green on Sunday 11th December and 8th January from 11am. Meet
near Dell Farm. Helpers welcome to clear the scrub and have a big bonfire! Bring
your picnic, soup provided. More information from Charles Frost (871417).

NEW YEAR’S EVE

The Whipsnade bellringers will be ringing out the old year and ringing in the New
Year at midnight; why not come and join us and listen for the bells?

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE HALL

Our Evening with Melvis was a great success; it raised £235 which will be put
towards Village Hall maintenance. Thank you all who made it so enjoyable!
Christmas Craft Fair on Sunday 4th December 10.30am – 3.30pm. Entrance
free. This will be a busy event with craft and other stalls stocked with unusual gifts
and original Christmas accessories, with light refreshments served throughout the
day. There will be: a bottle Tombola (any donations welcome – even on the day!);
Whipsnade Church Stall; guess the weight of the Christmas cake; stall selling
cards, jewellery. No booking required, just turn up with your family, a smile and
your money!
Whipsnade Village Hall Trustees - just a few days left to get your tickets for our
Christmas Draw. There are some super prizes including a traditional Christmas
Hamper. The draw takes place at 3pm towards the end of the Christmas Craft Fair.
New Year’s Eve Party - DJ Bob will be triumphantly leading us into 2017! The
evening will include finger buffet part way through the evening. BYO drinks. Doors
open at 8.30pm. Tickets from Roland Harris in Park Homes (871092) or e-mail:
admin@whipsnadevillagehall.co.uk. Price £10. Under 16s free.
Ideas for 2017 - we will be looking for ideas for the 2017 programme of events, so
do contact us if you have a great idea or suggestions. We are always looking for
additional people to join the committee. We tend to have meetings prior to events
- it is never formal. Just talk to one of us for more information.
We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a healthy prosperous New Year.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Page 13

PARISH LINK

The Editor and Editorial Team thank everyone for their support throughout 2016
and look forward to working for the three villages in 2017. In particular we would
like to thank all those who deliver the Link so that every house in the three villages
gets a copy through their letterbox free of charge.
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

POPPY APPEAL

Many thanks to the collectors and everyone for their generosity during Remembrance
tide.

PROPOSED BOUNDARY CHANGES – ACT NOW!

You may have seen the announcement of detailed proposals for massive
changes to parliamentary constituencies across the country. There are enormous
discrepancies in the numbers of people in constituencies and the plans are part of
reforms, which would see the House of Commons reduce from 650 MPs to 600 to
even out the sizes. The proposal for our area is to put Kensworth, Studham and
Whipsnade into the Luton South constituency. Many local people are concerned
that a rural area like ours would not fit with an urban constituency like Luton. If you
have concerns, you can go to the Boundary Commission website (www.bce2018.
org.uk), type in your postcode and click “have your say”. But you need to hurry, the
consultation ends on 5th December. There is a link to the site on parishlink.org.uk.

BIN COLLECTION

During the week beginning 26th December, revised bin collections are in place basically your collection day will be one day later than usual. Normal collections
resume from Monday 2nd January.
Please note that all garden waste collections will be suspended between Monday
5th December 2016 and Friday 24th February 2017. To recycle your Christmas tree,
leave it next to your bin on your normal collection day week beginning 9th January.

PHONE BOXES

BT is reviewing the provision of public phone boxes as, they say,
these days of mobile phones, they are completely underutilised.
(If only we had a decent mobile signal!). If you do not want your
phone box taken away:
1)
write to BT and/or Central Beds Council and complain
2)
use it!!
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CAROL SINGING

KENSWORTH CAROL SINGING

In aid of the “Save the Children Fund”, everyone is welcome
just bring voice and enthusiasm!
Friday 16th December; meet at The Bell, Studham
at 7.45pm, following on to The Old Hunter’s Lodge,
Whipsnade, finishing at The Farmer’s Boy, Kensworth.
Monday 19th December: meet at the Church Hall, Clayhall
Road, at 7pm for refreshments and then village carolling.
If you play a small string or wind instrument and would like to accompany the
singers, please contact Mike Palmer (07963 247631 or e-mail medpalmer@gmail.
com). All Welcome.

WHIPSNADE CAROL SINGING

Carol singing round the Park Homes with a collection in aid of the Children’s
Society will take place on Tuesday 13th December from 6.30pm. Join us in singing
carols round the village on Wednesday 14th December meet at Chapel Farm at
7pm. Proceeds of collections will go to the Children’s Society. Contact Pam Ward

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
We are pleased to welcome
THE DUNSTABLE SALVATION ARMY BAND
Thursday 8th December
7pm
A Service & Concert in celebration of Christmas
Admission by programme at the door £5
Proceeds in aid of Church Funds

CAROLS IN THE HALL
STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL, SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER, 3.30 – 5PM
With the Three Villages Choir and Musicians
Mulled wine, hot fruit juice, mince pies and goodies
No charge and tickets not needed
A community afternoon presented by The Friends of Studham Church and Village
Hall Trustees
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CHURCH NEWS

FIRST STEPS: on Friday 9th December and Friday 13th January at Kensworth
Church Hall in Clayhall Road at 2pm.
MESSY CHURCH: there is no Messy Church in Kensworth in January; and the
next one will be on Friday 10th February. Messy Church in Studham is on Monday
5th December, and Monday 9th January at Studham Methodist Church from 3.15pm.
STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH

December Services:
Sunday 11th 3pm
Rev. Gill Hulme: Carols Amongst the Trees. All welcome.
Sunday 25th 9.30am Rev. Gill Hulme: Christmas Morning Service
January Services:
Sunday 8th 10am
Rev. Rachael Hawkins
Sunday 22nd 10am Rev. Gill Hulme: Joint Covenant Service at Markyate
Sunday 29th 10am Mr David Crew: United Service at Studham
We are a small group who welcome visitors of any denomination or age.
Christmas Tree Festival
We will be holding our Annual Christmas Tree Festival on 10th December 10am4pm. Trees have been decorated by many local organisations and each will have
their own collection boxes (so please bring plenty of change!) There will be lunches,
tea & coffee, and a Christmas stall for all those last-minute stocking fillers or table
decorations. Come and hear the Three Villages Choir lead us in some Christmas
songs. On Sunday 11th we will be holding our “Carols amongst the Trees” service
at 3pm, when we hope you will be able to join us to make it a magical start to
Christmas.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday services are usually at 10.30am:
4th December
Holy Communion Service led by Roger Owers
18th December
Carol Service led by Mrs Elizabeth Bibbings, followed by
		
refreshments
25th December
Service led by Rev. Nigel Bibbings
8th January 2017 Covenant Service with Holy Communion led by Rev. 			
		
Nigel Bibbings
29th January
United Service at Edlesborough: no service at Kensworth
No Growing Together in December; next Growing Together: 19th January, 7.45pm.

BIBLE BREAKFAST

On Saturday 14th January from 8.45am until 11am at the Clubhouse at Dunstable
Downs Golf Course. For more information, contact Derek Spriggs (873468 or
derekspr268@gmail.com).
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL

Each year the Friends of Studham Church and the Village Hall Trustees arrange an
afternoon of community carols in Studham Village Hall. This will be on Sunday 4th
December from 3.30pm to 5pm, free admission. More details on page 14.
The Trustees send their best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all the
hirers who support your Village Hall.

KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL

At the meeting held on 9th November, sympathy and condolences were offered to
Pat Mitchell, on the loss of her husband, Geoff, in September, and Mike Sawyer,
on the loss of his wife, Raye, in October. They both contributed a lot to the village
and will be sadly missed.
Village Hall bookings are increasing. There are more regular bookings during
the week and the Hall is well used every day, with encouraging comments on the
facilities and competitive prices.
There will be a Christmas Bingo evening on Friday 2nd
December: doors open at 7pm for a prompt start at 7.30pm.
Tea, coffee, biscuits and mince pies will be available and
raffle prizes. Do come along and join us for this fun evening
to start your Christmas festivities!
There will also be a New Year’s Eve Disco which will be a family event, like the
well-attended event last year. Get your tickets early as the event sold out very
quickly last year. It is BYO drinks and nibbles, tickets £20 for a family ticket and
£7:50 per adult. Tickets will be available from Lynn Lewis (873981) and Pat Mitchell
(871178).
The Saturday morning walks have been very popular and
they will be continuing: starting from the Village Hall Car
Park at 9.30am on Saturday 3rd December and Saturday 14th
January. It is proposed to walk to somewhere for coffee and
biscuits, such as the Gateway Centre, or into Studham for
coffee at a local pub. Transport will be provided for those
who are not able to do the round trip. Do come and join
these walks – everyone is welcome, including well-behaved
dogs.
The next meeting of the Committee will be on Wednesday 7th December at the
Village Hall Committee Room. Do come and join us if you would like to help
manage the Village Hall. New members are always welcome.

KENSWORTH SCHOOL NEWS
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KENSWORTH C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL and PRESCHOOL

Deck the halls, wrap the gifts, write your cards and let’s get the glitter out! It’s the
countdown to the festive season and at the school we are very busy being creative.
In November some of our children in Cherry and Oak class took part in a football
tournament at Kings School in Harpenden. The children played well and enjoyed
their afternoons.
Everyone has been busy practising for our eagerly awaited Christmas performances
this year. KS1 are performing “Christmas Counts” with plenty of singing, while
KS2 will be showing us their dance moves in a take on Strictly Come Dancing,
called “Lights, Camel, Action!” The West End had better watch out!! Our two
performances will be held on 8th and 9th December....ticket holders only.
On 13th December, we are taking the children to The Grove Theatre to watch
Aladdin...Oh yes we are...! Thanks to our wonderful PTA for helping us to fund this.
Our children will be enjoying a festive turkey dinner on 15th December and - yes there will be Brussels sprouts.
We finish for the holidays on Friday 16th December with a special Save The Children
Christmas Jumper day to raise money for those less fortunate than ourselves.
Our new school term starts on 4th January with some amazing topics across the
school including: Traditional Stories; Changes (past and present), where Cherry
class will be looking at inventors; Ancient Egypt and Aztecs will be studied in
Hornbeam class.
All that remains for us at the school to say to you all in the Parish is:
A very Happy Christmas and best wishes for a wonderful New Year!
For any information regarding the school, please contact 872336.

KENSWORTH SCHOOL PARENT TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION

If you would like to offer any help / fundraising ideas, please get in touch with us via
email (kspta@outlook.com) or contact Gina Owen (07506 722 053). We always
welcome new members.

*******
CHRISTMAS CAROLS MISHEARD BY CHILDREN
Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly
We three kings of porridge and tar
Oh what fun it is to ride with one horse, soap and hay
On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me
Noel, Noel, Barney’s the king of Israel.
With the jelly toast proclaim
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MORE STUDHAM 1

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON

As the days become shorter and we look forward to our Christmas celebrations
there will be no work party on the common for December just warm wishes for all
over the Christmas period. However, we are planning two work parties for January;
on Thursday 12th, the extra work party will be to plant hazels and other trees on East
and West Common to improve the habitat for our resident dormouse population.
The main party on Saturday 21st January will continue with hedge-laying on the
southern boundary on middle common and burning the arisings as well as any left
over from the previous working parties. Also planting more hazel along the east
boundary and selective coppicing of hazel, and clearing blackthorn and hawthorn
within the hedge to develop a sloped profile along the boundary with the grassland.
This will develop a diverse age structure in the blackthorn and to improve its value
as habitat for birds and wildlife and prevent the blackthorn from encroaching onto
the grassland. Plus litter-picking parties on all commons.
Those attending on 12th January should bring their own lunch whilst the main field
party on the 21st will have lunch provided.
Everyone is welcome, especially new members – please come and help out;
we meet at the war memorial on west common, opposite the Red Lion at 10am.
Contact Mike Crawley (crawley-m@sky.com or 477525) for the 12th January and
Denis Davison for the 21st January (denis@den-jen.co.uk or 872650).

FROM DES SALMON

On a beautiful September afternoon my brother and his
wife, my sister-in-law and her husband, Anne & I took a cab
to Luton Hoo Hotel. We entered the grounds through the
magnificent entrance, down the winding driveway flanked by
trees in full bloom. Inside the elegant Sitting Room were
our families and dignitaries. The Presentation Ceremony for
the Queen’s 90th Birthday Honours list included a CBE for
Alastair Cook, the England cricket captain (who was unable
to be there), awards for service in various organisations,
bravery by an Army cadet, installing Deputy Lieutenants of
Bedfordshire, and presentation of the British Empire Medals (BEM).
Four of us were individually invested by the Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, Helen
Nellis. Refreshments followed and photos on the terrace.
I am not allowed to know those who put my name forward. I am honoured and
surprised, and want to thank them for considering me suitable for the award.
We had a wonderful afternoon.

MORE STUDHAM 2
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FOUND

A handbag mirror in a case, containing some old sepia photos, has been found
behind the houses on Holywell on the footpath which runs from Buckwood Lane up
to Holywell Close. It may be of sentimental value to someone – please call 871160
for further information.

STUDHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE

Studham householders will all shortly be asked to complete a very important
questionnaire about the future of the village. Please take the time to express your
views and use the envelope provided to send them in. The Plan, which will protect
our village for at least the next 25 years, depends on the quality of the response.
So, do your bit for your community and say what you want for our future.

STUDHAM SHORT MAT BOWLS

The club evening is Thursday 7pm to 9pm in the Village Hall, except the first
Thursday in each month. Dates on page 17. New members very welcome. No
need to contact, but call Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082) if needed.

STUDHAM C of E VILLAGE SCHOOL

As I write this it is snowing in Dunstable – not a good sign this early in the year!
However good things are happening at Studham. The term is now fully under way
and as is the nature of things in schools, we are already planning for Christmas.
Our Year 3 and 4 children had a great time at St Albans Abbey celebrating Harvest
with the Bishop. We also raised £80 for the Bishop’s Harvest appeal as well as
donating food to the Salvation Army.
Year 1 and 2 had an exciting, if slightly muddy time, investigating nature on the
Common and a speaker from the Greensand Trust showed the children all sorts of
hidden treasures. Year 3 & 4 children have been studying Roald Dahl as part of the
centenary celebrations and we finished off with a trip to the Roald Dahl Museum in
Great Missenden. We also followed the footsteps of the BFG (Biggest Friendliest
Giant) across a churchyard to visit the spot where Roald Dahl is laid to rest.
As we approached Remembrance Day, the
children were learning all about the meaning
of poppies and how important it is to honour
those we have lost.
Paul Burrett
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Central Bedfordshire Council Housing: Kensworth Parish Council welcomed
Tony Keaveney, Assistant Director of Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) Housing
Service, to the November meeting to explain Council housing procedures.
Tony explained that the supply of homes to rent is significantly fewer than the level
of demand across Central Bedfordshire from households in need. Since October
2014, the main Allocation Policy has a strong requirement for a Local Connection
to Central Bedfordshire. There is a three-year prior residency requirement before
a household may join the Register. This restriction is important in terms of meeting
housing need across the Central Bedfordshire area. However, people living outside
CBC but working or caring for a family member within CBC can apply.
CBC is anxious to work with Kensworth Parish Council in implementing their
Neighbourhood Plan, which will require a Rural Exception Site proposal which
would allow permission to build affordable housing on land outside the development
envelope, e.g. Green Belt. Only those with strong local connections will be eligible.
Councillors thanked Tony for coming to the meeting and answering questions raised
from both Councillors and residents. The Parish Council also thank residents who
attended the meeting and hope they found it useful. There clearly is a shortage of
Council Housing across Central Bedfordshire and the Parish Council will investigate
the suggestion of a Rural Exception Site within Kensworth.
Further details on CBC housing can be found on their website www.
centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/housing/apply/bidding.aspx or call 0300 300 8302.

WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL

Affordable Housing: research into the possibility of the Parish Council directly
acquiring land for an affordable housing scheme has shown that this could be
feasible. Existing powers available to all authorities to borrow money would be
subject to approval by the Department for Communities and Local Government and
also require support from the local community and Central Bedfordshire Council.
Given the intricacies and timing difficulties associated with launching an affordable
housing scheme, the direct land purchase route could offer a number of advantages.
It was agreed that the whole question of the affordable housing provision would be
revisited at the next meeting of the council in January to look at possible different
approaches to development and to gauge the level of public support.
Police reports: the meeting welcomed two officers from Bedfordshire Police who
gave an update. The main issue was the group of travellers that had caused great
annoyance over the summer. Strenuous efforts were being made by our local MP,
Andrew Selous, the Police and Crime Commissioner, Katherine Holloway, and the
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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WHIPSNADE CONTINUED
local Town and Parish Councils to bring an end to the seemingly endless cycle of
disruption caused. The digging of the ditches around the top half of Whipsnade
Green was one measure taken to reduce the incidence of future illegal encampments.
Councillor vacancy: there is a vacancy which can be filled by co-option. If anyone
is interested, application forms are now available. See details on the Council notice
boards or telephone Ken France (872375) for details. The latest date for receipt of
applications is Thursday 15th December.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

New Councillor: we would like to extend a warm welcome to Melissa Newland
who lives in Holywell Road. We’re sure that with her accounting background, she
can be a great asset to our team.
Bin collections: although CBC is halting collection of garden waste until spring,
they will still collect unwanted Christmas trees in the New Year. A hanger will be
affixed to bins during December giving further information.
Burglaries: burglars tend to be more active during the dark winter nights and even
more so over Christmas. Please ensure that all doors and windows are securely
locked and be careful when putting presents under the tree to keep them out of
sight, (whilst making them only empty boxes is a good idea, too). Senior Citizens
who may have worries over the security of their property can also call on the Bobby
Scheme for help and advice: they can be reached on 01234 542619.
Scam phone calls: if you receive a phone call from a number you don’t recognise,
just let it go to your answer phone: never ring them back. If you type the number
into your internet browser, it will bring up several sites where you can find information
on the number concerned.
Hedges: please can all residents be advised that hedges running alongside
footpaths and roads must be kept trimmed.
Next meeting: our meeting on 5th December will be a Planning and Finance
meeting, starting at 6.30pm in the Village Hall: our next General Purpose meeting
will be on Monday 9th January, 2017, starting at 7pm in the Village Hall.
It only remains for us to thank those that have helped us over the last year, including
the Parish Link team, and to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. See you in 2017.
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MISCELLANEOUS

FOR OUR YOUNGER READERS

SOUTH BEDS ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERS

Talks for December and January:
Monday 5th December: Royalty/Monarchy by Keith Baldwin.
Monday 9th January: Filming at the National Trust by Harvey Edgington.
Both meetings are held in the Salvation Army Centre, Bull Pond Lane, Dunstable,
at 2.30pm. Guests are welcome at £3.

DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Meetings held in the Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable at 7.45pm. Visitors £2.
Tuesday 13th December: The Origins of Christmas – What was the Star of
Bethlehem? A seasonal meeting with festive food and drink. Members only.
Tuesday 10th January: History of the California – The iconic ballroom at the foot
of the Downs was the venue for a host of stars. Penny Silford, a Dunstable girl,
tells its story.

ASHRIDGE NATIONAL TRUST

Saturdays and Sundays in December – 3rd and 4th, 10th and 11th, 17th and 18th –
Ashridge Mini Market; local products from four different stall holders each day in
the visitor centre. 10am – 3pm.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SALES
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PAT MITCHELL writes: I would like to thank all the friends and neighbours in
Kensworth, Studham and Whipsnade for their cards and condolences on the
sudden death of my husband Geoff. I would also like to thank Revd Nicola Lenthall
for her prayers and kindness in conducting the cremation service and memorial
service. Thanks also for the generous donations received for the chosen charities,
as over £1000 was donated in Geoff’s memory.

THE RED LION, STUDHAM

We have our very own Festive Nativity Scene Petting
Zoo on Saturday 3rd December 1pm to 4pm. Joining us
will be Dandy the donkey, Noel the sheep and Starlight
the kid, along with many other small animals to hold
and pet. Cost will be £3 entry into the pen per child;
this money will go to their upkeep. We hope you can
make it to our friendly animal Christmas petting Zoo.
The Red Lion Christmas party night has always been
a great success, the event is taking place on Friday 23rd December 7pm onwards.
This is a ticket-only event on a first come first served basis. Tickets are always in
demand; it is recommended to buy early. The evening consists of a buffet, a DJ
and of course “2Tone” who sing Reggae-Pop-Motown-Soul-Swing music.
If you haven’t already, why not book your Christmas Party (3 courses for £28) or
Christmas Day (3 courses for £55) with us at the Red Lion. Check out festive menus
on our website (www.redlionstudham.co.uk). To book call us on 01582 872530.

KENSWORTH VILLAGE STORES

Yogi’s shop will be closed between 25th December and 1st January for festive
holidays. We would like to wish all our past, present and future customers “Happy
Christmas” and best wishes for the coming year.

CHARITY CHRISTMAS PUZZLE

This annual Puzzle, set by Gordon Gray, Reader at St Mary’s. Eaton Bray, is rated
by participants as one of the most enjoyable (and devious) they have tackled and,
with a theme designed to help completion, it will appeal to people who enjoy doing
word puzzles. Puzzlers have plenty of time to find the answers and puzzles should
be returned, with a donation, by 29th January.
Four highest scorers will each receive a £30 prize. Everyone who enters will qualify
for one of five £10 prizes. Copies of the puzzle can be accessed from the web at
www.christmaspuzzle.co.uk. You can register early to receive a copy on the issue
date of 8th December.
This year’s puzzle will support five nominated charities. So far over £63,000 has
been raised for charity with £5,900 donated last year.

