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Letter from the Manse
As I am writing this article, on my dining room table is a small bunch of the very first
snowdrops from my garden; fragile and delicate, with beautiful hidden patterning in
a delicate green on the inside. By the time you read this, however, the snowdrops
will have faded, and the early daffodils will be coming into bloom. I love to see
the emergence of the spring flowers as the days lengthen. It lifts my spirits, and
makes me thankful for the quiet beauty that is all around us. Sometimes, that
beauty is hidden, rather like the inside of the snowdrop, and you have to search
for it. (Gardeners’ Question Time recently advised planting up pots of snowdrops,
and placing them higher than usual so that you can easily see the colours and
patterning within – I must try that for next year!).
So often, we don’t realise how fortunate we are, with the glory of nature around us,
we take things for granted, and we rarely ‘count our blessings’. At a recent Messy
Church we thought about Jesus’ story of the Pearl of Great Price, and families were
encouraged to think about what (and who) they were thankful for in our celebration
prayers, whilst finding the buried treasure.
There is a great initiative from the charity Action for Children which encourages
us to ‘count our blessings’ during Lent, whilst at the same time raising money for
disadvantaged children. We’ve posted about this on our Messy Church Studham
Facebook page, but you can find out more at www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-tohelp/fundraising-ideas/count-your-blessings-2017.
One of the things I am particularly thankful for is the faith of those in the past who
had the vision to bring together people for worship in our Methodist Chapel, putting
so much into the building and rebuilding of our church. I’m also very thankful for
the faithful members who continue to contribute so much, and give us a warm and
welcoming venue for Messy Church, as well as our Sunday worship, and quiet
space for other groups.
On the weekend of 11th and 12th March we will be celebrating our chapel anniversary,
with a quiz and supper on the Saturday night, and a ‘Songs of Praise’ at 3pm on the
Sunday. Everyone is most welcome to come and give thanks, for our chapel, our
villages, and the gift of song! And I think that there might also be some afternoon
teas to be thankful for, as well as the odd daffodil or so.
Every Blessing, Gill
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WHIPSNADE INCUDING OLDHILL WOOD
VILLAGE LUNCH: everyone – from anywhere! – is very welcome to the popular
village lunch, to be held on Thursday 9th March at 12.30pm in the Village Hall. The
menu this month is a choice from roast beef, lamb pie, lemon chicken pasta or
salmon en croute with a selection of puddings and tea or coffee to follow. £6 on the
door. Offers of help or puddings would be greatly appreciated – to Isobel Randall
(872552) or Pam Ward (872406)

MUSIC - A BEAUTIFUL ART - A CONCERT IN THE CHURCH
On Saturday 11th March 7.30pm – 9.30pm. We are very
grateful to Robert Kendrick and the other talented young
musicians who are presenting a concert of popular
classical music with a wide range of instruments and
voice. This will be the first event to take advantage
of the long-awaited facilities in the church to serve
refreshments in the interval. Proceeds will be divided
between Cancer Research UK and St Mary Magdalene
Church. Tickets from Robert Kendrick (07966 732850), Isobel Randall (872552) or
Pam Ward (872406).

WHIPSNADE GREEN SCRUB CLEARANCE: on Sunday 12th March, 11am–
3pm. The last one of the season. We will continue clearing the re-growth on
The Green opposite the Village Hall entrance. Everyone welcome, tools provided.
Bring your own picnic. Queries to Charles Frost (871417). Many thanks to the
Greensand Trust and everyone who has helped with these tasks during this winter.

WHIPSNADE TREE CATHEDRAL SPRING CLEAN: Sunday 19th March,
11am – 3pm. There are lots of hedge cuttings to rake up and branches from the
winter storms to tidy up ready for the grass cutting season to begin. The ‘Spring
Clean’ is always great fun. Bring a picnic, tools provided, there’s something for
everyone to do. Volunteers are needed to help with the regular maintenance of the
Tree Cathedral – say half a day a week – interested? Contact John Ward (872406).

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY: on Saturday 25th March 10am – 12.30pm.
The wildflowers are coming up, the snowdrops and winter aconites are looking
good and there is a lot to tidy up after the builders; all help welcome. Details from
Charles Baker (872718).

MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE on 26th March – young families are especially
welcome with their mothers, when we have a special service at 9am. A Simnel
Cake will be shared at this service, and posies distributed. Posies for Mothering
Sunday will be made in the church at 2pm on Saturday 25th March, helpers and
children welcome. Contact Anne Weir (873425).
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KENSWORTH NEWSROUND

KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS: in March we shall pray for the residents
of The Chilterns. If you would like a particular prayer to be said, please contact
Dorothy Blackburn (872670).

KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH: Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning
of Lent, is on 1st March this year and will be celebrated in the church by a Benefice
Holy Communion Service with ashing at 7.30pm. Lent is a time of quiet reflection
for Christian people, leading up to Jesus’ death on the cross on Good Friday. There
are no flowers in the church until Easter Saturday (Easter Sunday is 16th April). An
exception to this will be on Mothering Sunday, (26th March), when we have a United
Service with our Kensworth Methodist friends and the children will present posies
to their mothers. All are very welcome to this service, which will be followed by
refreshments.
Choir News: the choir will sing at Sung Eucharist (Holy Communion) on 5th March
and at Sung Matins on 19th. The choir practises on Fridays, 6.15pm – 7.15pm in
the Church Hall in March. If you would like to join, please telephone Mike Palmer
(524183) or the Rector (872223).
Sunday School: on 12th March the younger children will be learning about how
Abraham trusted God; the older children will be talking about how Jesus is the Light
of the World. The 26th is Mothering Sunday, a special service when we are joined
by the Methodists and give flowers to all the mothers.
If you would like your child to join Sunday School, or if you want to be a helper,
please contact Katherine Huggins (607841). We welcome all children from 3+.
There are senior and junior sections.
Messy Church: all children and their carers are welcome to the next Messy Church
at 3.30pm on Friday 10th March. The theme is: Walking with God through Lent: lots
of fun, crafts and songs, followed by a hot supper for everybody!
Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from Kensworth Church Hall, for a
small donation. Please contact Heather Woods (873492).

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH: for all services, see page 13. The
March Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday 4th. Do come along for delicious
cake, coffee and a chat. Everybody is very welcome.
DROP IN CLUB: all are welcome to ‘Drop In’ at the Village Hall every Thursday
morning, 9 – 11am, for tea or coffee, biscuits and crisps, games, outings and friendly
chats. Newcomers to Kensworth are warmly invited to come and meet the locals!

AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM
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ST MARY’S CHURCH
Church Prayers: in March we shall be praying especially for the residents of
Holywell Road and Holywell Close. If you would like a prayer to be said, please
contact Churchwarden, Meg Bender (872977 or meg.bender4@btinternet.com).
Children’s Church will take place within our Sunday Holy Communion service at
10.30am on Sunday 19th March. The children and young people will be thinking
about the Gospel reading for the day from St John, in which a Samaritan woman
talks with Jesus at a well and comes to understand Jesus as the ‘water of life’. After
the service everyone is very welcome to stay for refreshments and to celebrate all
the March birthdays.
Sunday 26th March is Mothering Sunday. Please come and join in our special
service at 10.30am. Posies will be given to all mothers and to all those who carry
out roles we traditionally thought of as those of a mother. We shall say grateful
thanks to them all for their love and care and give thanks to God for His caring love
for each one of us.
The church’s Annual Wine Evening is on Saturday 18th March at 7.30pm at
Studham Village Hall. This is now sold out but please contact John McDougal
(873257 or john.mcdougal@btinternet) to register interest for the future.

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH
We are a friendly group who raise money to maintain the structure of the oldest
building in the village – the Church.
Not long now until the May Fair which is on 20th May – a great Studham tradition
with Maypole dancing, tombola, book stall, grand draw, barbeque and so many
more stalls. If anyone has spare plants for the plant stall or can help in any way
please speak to Des Salmon (872082).
We also need space to store tables that are used only once a year at the May Fair.
If you have spare space, perhaps in a barn or garage, please speak to Des Salmon.
We are sorry but the Race Night referred to last month has had to be postponed
again due to problems with the supplier of the equipment. It will now be in the
Autumn – watch this space!
100 Club: at the time of writing the February draw has not taken place. To renew
or join and a have a chance of winning £60 per month, download a form from the
Friends website (www.studhamfriends.co.uk) or contact Emma Mulder (872021).
It’s only £1per month.
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CHURCH NEWS

TODAY YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE
A meditation for Passiontide with Music & Word. This is a meditative expression of
spirituality and mindfulness. Let yourself be found in the stillness – and be renewed
and stimulated by poetry from our own time, organ music across several centuries
(played by Adrian Lenthall) and readings from the Bible, all chosen to resonate with
each other. Music & Word is influenced by age-old Judaeo-Christian themes, but
links them with creative work by women and men of diverse faiths and none. Held
in St. Mary the Virgin, Kensworth on Palm Sunday (Sunday 9th April) at 4pm.

WHAT IS LENT?
Ash Wednesday (1st March) marks the start of observation of Lent, the most solemn
time of the Christian Year. Ashes are an ancient sign of penitence: from the Middle
Ages it became the custom to begin Lent by marking Christians with the sign of
the cross in ash on their foreheads. The season is traditionally marked by selfexamination, fasting and preparation for Easter. It is a time when Christians reflect
on the biblical account of Jesus in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13). It also became a
time when those who were to be baptised at Easter were instructed in the Christian
faith. It became customary for the whole Christian community to join them in study
and self-reflection, through a period of forty days, corresponding to the time Jesus
spent in the wilderness, when he was tested by Satan.
See the North Chilterns’ Group Lent Course details on page 13. Also visit the
St Albans Diocesan Website (www.stalbans.anglican.org) for information about
studying, reading and other activities you can do at home during Lent.

CALLING ALL SCIENTISTS…
A new project in St Albans Diocese, ‘Take your Vicar to the Lab,’ aims to promote
healthier co-existence between religion and science and deepen peoples’
appreciation of both. Although not all scientific endeavour is in a lab, and the work
of clergy takes place outside a church too, the project is seeking invitations for
clergy to go to science labs and for scientists to visit churches, promoting a twoway discussion about the mutual impact of science and faith.
Vicars in Labs is being made possible through a grant from the ‘Scientists in
Congregations,’ programme, funded by the Templeton World Charity Foundation.
Our vicar, Nicola, participated in a trip to the Genome Centre in London in January.
The project’s co-director The Revd. Professor Nick Goulding, an ordained scientist,
is Professor of Pharmacology and Medical Education at the William Harvey
Research Institute in London. He would love to hear from scientists who might be
interested in participating in the project – please contact him (n.j.goulding@qmul.
ac.uk).

WHIPSNADE EXTRA
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ST MARY MAGDALENE
The Annual Parochial Church Meetings will take place in the church on Tuesday
25th April. At these meetings we elect the churchwardens and members of the
Parochial Church Council. If you are a confirmed member of the Church of England
and are interested in making this contribution, please talk to Nicola Lenthall (872223)
or Isobel Randall (872406) about what we do and why it is important. We are also
keen to recruit the sidespeople who welcome everyone to church services.

TOILET TWINNING
Members of the congregation of St Mary Magdalene are
celebrating the long-awaited construction of the muchneeded toilet by twinning it with a latrine in a developing
country. Everyone is donating at least £1 to raise the
£60 needed to fund the building of a toilet. This is usually
spent on education about hygiene and construction
methods so that the people can see how the toilet will
help them to be healthy and safe, and then want to build
their own loo. In other circumstances teams of Tear-fund
workers lead the community in digging wells and building
their own latrines. In both cases, the people take as
much pride in their loo as we will in St Mary Magdalene.
If you think this is a good idea, perhaps you would like to twin your own toilet. There
are details on the internet at toilettwinning.org.

WHIPSNADE SUMMER FETE
This major fundraising event for our church building is on Saturday 17th June. This
year, two Whipsnade girls, Helen Wingate and Stacey Catchpole, are masterminding
the fete. The format will be similar to last year’s, but they are looking for local
talents willing to perform at the Fete during the afternoon; skills might embrace
music, dance, magic etc., etc.
If you can help in any way, please contact Helen (whipsnadefete@hotmail.com).
They are already contacting people directly but do come forward and let us know
if you would like to help. Together we will make this year’s event a great success.

WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 14th March at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall. It is the Annual Parish Meeting when residents are invited to come
along to hear a summary of the work of the council over the previous year and a
chance for you to raise any ideas or concerns about our community. So do please
come along and get involved; you will be most welcome.

KENSWORTH EXTRA
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KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB
This month we are going to visit the Grove Theatre on Wednesday 15th March at
2.30pm to see ‘La La Land’. Enquiries to Shirley Hull (872351).

FLOWER GROUP
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 22nd March. Contact Shirley Hull (872351)
for details. New members always very welcome.

FRIENDS of ST MARY’S, KENSWORTH
Nearly 100 people attended the Friends’ New Year Quiz and after an extremely
close contest, the table hosted by Patrick and Anne McDonald were declared the
winners by a mere half point. They will retain the Brian Webb Memorial Trophy for
the next 12 months.
Many thanks to everyone who supported the evening, which resulted in a healthy
profit of £681 towards the upkeep of the Church building.
The next scheduled event will be a summer brass band concert and picnic at
Dovehouse Farm, for which further details will be announced in due course.
Winners of the February Monthly Draw were Marian Mumford and Wendy Kennedy.
Marian very generously donated her winnings back to the Church.
For further details about the Friends, please contact the Chairman, David Manton
(01438 831184 or david.manton@aol.co.uk).

KENSWORTH CRICKET CLUB
Preparation for the 2017 cricket season is well underway with
the winter net practices at Choice Cricket Centre, Redbourn on
Tuesday evenings 6pm to 7pm. From Saturday 25th March the
net practices switch to Dunstable Cricket Club 11am – 12 noon.
We welcome players of any standard who enjoy their cricket.
If you are interested in joining the club, or sponsoring the club,
please contact Duncan Wingfield (01582 872743) or Jonathan
Holt (01582 872896) for further details.
**********

SMILE TIME: for the elderly minister’s 70th birthday, the congregation at St Mark’s
decided to give him a present of a new suit. He was so moved by the gift that the
following Sunday he stood before everyone and began his homily with a tear in his
eye, and said: ‘Today I am preaching to you in my birthday suit’.
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CHURCH NEWS II
NCG LENT COURSE 2017 – LIVING GOD’S LOVE

Come and join us in the North Chilterns Group on Tuesday evenings this Lent as
we use the ‘Living God’s Love’ prayer to think about our faith and how we live it!
Tuesday 7th March: To live love with Generosity, Kensworth Church Hall
Tuesday 14th March: To live love with Joy, St. Mary’s, Eaton Bray
Tuesday 21st March: To live love with Imagination, Dagnall Church
Tuesday 28th March: To live love with Courage, St. Giles’, Totternhoe
Tuesday 4th April:
To live love For the Sake of the World, St. Mary’s, Studham
All sessions to start with refreshments at 7.30pm for 7.45pm, and to conclude with
a short act of worship, ending by 9pm.
For more information, please contact the Revd. Nicola Lenthall (872223 or
revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com).

STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH
We are a small group who always welcome visitors of any denomination or age to
our Worship.
March Services:
Sunday 12th
3pm
Sunday 26th
10am

Rev. Gill Hulme
Rev. Gill Hulme

Chapel Anniversary
Holy Communion

Messy Church: See page 14 for details

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday services are usually at 10.30am:
19th March
26th March

United Service at Edlesborough (no service at Kensworth)
United Mothering Sunday Service at St Mary’s, Kensworth
(no service at Kensworth Methodist Church)

Early notice: there will be a special welcome to all on Maundy Thursday, 13th April,
at 7pm, for a service of meditation and communion, led by Rev. Nigel Bibbings.
No ‘Growing Together’ in March; next one will be on 13th April at 7.45pm.

PRAYER GROUP
We have decided to meet at 9am instead of 7.30pm – still on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month (15th this month – in Kensworth Church Hall). All welcome.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

WI
On Thursday 2nd March 7.45pm at Studham Village Hall – our Annual Meeting
when we will discuss items for the coming year (our 99th!) and enjoy cheese and
wine. Open to all ladies, cost £3.50 includes refreshments. Do come and join us.

QUIZZES
Come and join us on 7th March for a great quiz evening at the Red Lion, which will
raise funds toward the Studham, Whipsnade and Kensworth Scouts’ refurbishment
of Longrove. Teams of any number are acceptable, and there is no need to book
– unless you fancy one of Garry’s superb curries or other items from the pub menu
(872530). Just come and help raise money for this worthwhile cause whilst having
an enjoyable evening. If you can’t make the 7th, or even if you can and like quizzing,
then why not join us at Studham Village Hall on Saturday 11th at 7pm for our Annual
Chapel Quiz. Cost £10 includes a fish and chip supper. Contact Chrys Smith
(872989). Teams of up to 8 or make up on the night.

BINGO
Come and play bingo in friendly surroundings. £5 will pay your entrance, books
and even a strip of raffle tickets! All are welcome to join us: 1st, 15th and 29th at
7.30pm in Studham Village Hall.

SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
We now have SKY! Why not come and have a drink and see what is being shown.
We can guarantee you a warm and friendly welcome for all the family.

SCRABBLE
Our small but enthusiastic Scrabble Group meets at 2pm every Tuesday afternoon
at Studham Village Hall – the weather (13) may be chilly (14), but we can assure
(6) you of a warm welcome (14).

WHIST
Unfortunately, due to lack of members we have had to wind up for the time being.

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB
Join the club before 1st April for the new season to be entered into the Wimbledon
ticket ballot. The President’s Cup will be in April and there will be a Race night on
Saturday 6th May. Contact Andrew Jones (see below).
Junior and adult tennis coaching takes place every Saturday morning between
9am – 11am (Juniors 9 – 10, Adults 10 –11). All are welcome; non-members £6,
members £4 per session. Our coach Justin is also available for private individual or
group lessons. Contact him (just.brooketennis@gmail.com or 07807 721 810) for
more information. For coaching or joining the club, contact Andrew Jones (andrew.
jones@expressvending.co.uk /07833 111 682 /www.studhamtennisclub.co.uk).

STUDHAM EXTRA II
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KEEP FIT THIS SPRING!
Want a new hobby? It’s free, lots of fresh air, not too
energetic, and very environmentally friendly -- yes, it’s
litter picking!!
As avid dog walkers, we trek the roads and footpaths
of our lovely village of Studham daily. Since the verges
were cut, the amount of litter exposed is appalling.
Unable to look at it any longer, we set off with bin bags
and picker-upper sticks (those with hip/back problems
will know them well!) along Common Road and Valley
Road. In less than an hour we had 4 full bin bags. Full of
enthusiasm for our new hobby, the next day we tackled
Clements End Road and East Common Hill – 6 more
bags and counting ...........
Top 5 finds – Holsten Pils cans, Fosters Lager cans,
Cadbury’s everything, Walkers Crisps and, yes you’ve guessed, MacDonald’s
‘stuff‘. Surprisingly few cigarette packets but Mayfair won the day.
So fancy a challenge? Have a go up your road – it’s surprisingly satisfying and you
get lots of thumbs up from passing motorists.
Let’s try and keep our villages litter-free – and if anyone spots a driver drinking
Holsten Pils, eating crisps and smoking Mayfair, get the number plate – he (or she)
is on the ‘wanted‘ list!
Geoff and Jill Lee

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON
Spring has arrived, believe it not! It is therefore time to prepare the Common for the
coming summer season, especially as we hope to win our 10th Green Flag award
for the community; judging takes place between March and June.
The Friends’ main workparty will be on Saturday 18th March when we will be
strimming areas near Rushmer Bench, which also needs a spring clean and general
refurbish, so if you feel like sitting down whilst helping out the Friends, please
come along; we will also be finishing off any other uncompleted tasks from earlier
workparties over the whole common. All work will be carefully controlled to ensure
early nesting birds are not disturbed. Lunch will be provided for the volunteers.
Everyone is welcome, especially new members: please come and help out; we
meet at the war memorial on West Common, opposite the Red Lion at 10am.
Contact Charles Baker (872718 or dactyglo@waitrose.com) for further information.

SHORT MAT BOWLS
Thursdays at 7pm in the Village Hall, (not the first Thursday of the month). Dates
are on page 15. New members welcome or just come for a taster. Just turn up –
contact Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082) if needed.
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MORE KENSWORTH

QUIZ NIGHT
Kensworth School PTA Quiz Night on Saturday 20th May at
Kensworth Village Hall, 7.30pm prompt. Please get your
teams together to make up a table for this popular quiz or
we can make up a table for you. Bring your own drink and
nibbles. To book a table or a place on a table call Gina Owen
(07506 722 053). Tickets are £5 per person. All proceeds
will go to Kensworth School PTA to provide extra resources
for Kensworth C of E Primary & Preschool.

KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL
At the February meeting, Mike Sawyer, Chairman, provided an update on completed
repair work and listed further remedial work for more storage space, acoustic ceiling
tiles and replacement chairs and tables.
We have received complaints that the hall is not left in a good condition by regular
hirers. Ad hoc hirers pay a deposit to cover cleaning after hiring, so we must also
ask all regular users of the hall to leave it as clean as possible, especially the
kitchen. There is a regular cleaner but due to costs this cannot be done every day,
so please will all hirers help the committee to keep the hall in good condition?
The Saturday Village Walks have continued throughout the winter months and
there are a group of regular attendees who are enjoying the social occasion and
exercise around the village. The next walks are on Saturdays 18th March and 22nd
April. Please look out for the notices and join us; well-behaved dogs and children
are welcome (with adult supervision). Meet at the hall at 10am and finish with
coffee and biscuits back at the hall. We will be looking at Saturday afternoon walks
in the summer if people are interested.
If you would like to get involved in running the Village Hall, please join us at the next
Committee Meeting on Wednesday 1st March at 7.30pm in the Committee Room.

KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW
The Committee representing the Kensworth Flower & Vegetable Show are
already hard at work for this year’s Show, which will be held in the Village Hall
on Saturday 2nd September. Some new categories are planned and these will be
announced in future editions of the Link. In the meantime, any queries should be
directed to David Manton (01438 831184) or visit our website (https//m.facebook.
com/kensworthflowerandvegetableshow/).
Another date for your diaries is 8th July when we will be holding Margo’s Quiz, the
profits from which help to fund the costs involved in running the Show.

MORE STUDHAM
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STUDHAM C of E VILLAGE SCHOOL
The New Year is now fully under way and it is really rewarding to be able to walk
through the school and see happy children learning well. It is also nice to see the
school continuing to expand with many year groups now full.
Sycamore Class (our Year 1 & 2s) will be going on a guided walk around Studham
Common. We did one with the Greensand Trust in the Autumn and the Trust are
coming back and showing the children how the Common has changed
as the seasons have changed. Wellies may well be the order of the
day!
It seems impossible but as soon as we get back from half term, we
will be planning for Easter. Our PTA are also planning an Easter Egg
Hunt.

STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Database: we are trying to compile a database of e-mail addresses within Studham,
so that information can be passed as quickly as possible. If you would like to be
included, e-mail clerk@studhamparish.co.uk stating your name, address and
e-mail address. Before you ask, we are aware of the Data Protection Act: the
information provided will be held securely.
Bench/Goalposts: you will have noticed that both have been damaged in recent
weeks. The Council is aware, and matters in hand to replace both.
Parking: we all know that parking is a problem, especially around the village centre.
Can we ask that everyone does their bit by not parking on verges or pavements,
(even if it’s only one wheel), and please not on the few bus stops that we have!
Next meetings: our next General Purpose meeting will be on Monday 6th March,at
7pm in the Village Hall. On Monday 3rd April our meeting will start at 6.30 pm in the
Village Hall, as we shall be holding our Annual Parish Meeting afterwards, starting
at 8.15pm. Please come and tell us how you think we are doing. Refreshments
will be provided.

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall is a registered charity run by the Trustees who are all volunteers.
The hall has to be self-financing and relies on income from hiring, and two Quiz
Nights a year. The hire and fundraising income covers the day to day running costs,
leaving a small surplus. Major improvements are funded by monies retained after
expenses plus grants. Grants received include from the National Lottery fund,
Beds CC, Luton Airport Community Fund – but we need continual support from
the community - use it or lose it. The hall is well-equipped including a modern
kitchen and a meeting room. Hire charges are reasonable with special rates for
family parties and groups that hire on a long-term basis. The Trustees’ thanks go
to village and outside groups who hire the hall on a regular basis and all the other
users. The contact for more details is Des Salmon (872082 or e-mail desstudham@
btconnect.com) or any Trustee.
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KENSWORTH SCHOOL & PARISH COUNCIL

KENSWORTH C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL & PRESCHOOL
After a well-deserved week to recharge our batteries, we have all come back for the
second half of the Spring Term with a smile on our faces and a skip in our stride!
It is World Book Day on Thursday 2nd March and the children will all be dressing
up as their favourite book character for the day (and no doubt the staff will as well).
We will be holding other book-related activities throughout the week and reminding
the children how important it is to enjoy reading in and out of school.
With Easter just around the corner, we will be holding our Easter assembly on
Friday 31st March at 9.10am.
We would like to remind you that we are collecting Sainsbury Active Kids Vouchers
and are always thankful for any donations from you.
The Chair of Governors, Anthony Todd, has addressed the Parish Council about
the school. See his report below.
For school information, contact Interim Headteacher, Mrs Elaine Dicocco (872336).
Kensworth School Parent Teachers’ Association
All are welcome to our next Quiz on 20th May (see page 18).
Early notice: our Summer Fete will take place on Saturday 24th June, 2 – 4pm. Put
the date in your diary for an afternoon of fun. Any interested stall holders please
contact Gina Owen (07506 722053).
If you can offer help/fundraising ideas, get in touch via e-mail (kspta@outlook.com)
or contact Gina Owen (07506 722 053). We always welcome new members.
KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
We were pleased to welcome Kensworth School Chair of Governors, Anthony
Todd, to the February meeting. He reported that the school has made good
progress following their Ofsted inspection in October 2016. The Governing Body
has recruited more members and is upgrading all policies and procedures. An
Interim Head was immediately put in place after Ofsted visited and all the highlighted
concerns around the safeguarding policies and procedures have been corrected.
The Governors are aware that confidence needs to be brought back into the school,
and, although it is still a work in progress with the new Interim Head, they are now
seeing rapid improvement. We now have a school of which we can be more proud
than ever.
The site perimeter needs improvements and will cost around £20,000, which the
school has to fund. It is hoped the work will take place during the Easter school
holidays and funding applications have been sent in. The Diocese of St Albans has
been very supportive. The School has a potentially full intake next year and the
future of the School is therefore looking good.
(Parish Council news continued on page 21)
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THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN (Kensworth Parish Council Cont)
Kensworth is joining the ‘Great British Spring Clean’ event on Saturday 4th March,
with volunteers meeting at 10am at Kensworth Village Hall. Equipment will be
provided. Please come along and take part in this great community event. So that
we have an idea of the number of volunteers interested in helping, please e-mail:
kensworthpc@gmail.com or tel. 01525 887383 and leave a message.
Next meeting of Kensworth Parish Council is on Thursday 13th April at 7.30pm.

DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Meeting in the Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable at 7.45pm on Tuesday 14th March,
amusing showbiz anecdotes from Butch Baker, lead guitarist, songwriter and vocalist
with locally-based pop group, the Barron Knights. Visitors £2.

SOUTH BEDS ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERS
Our meetings have switched to Wednesday evenings for the Spring/Summer season
– still in the Salvation Army Hall in Bull Pond Lane in Dunstable at 7.45pm. The
meeting on 1st March will be a talk by Ted Herbert on the Life and Times of John
Bunyan. Visitors welcome (£3).

THE CHILTERNS GATEWAY CENTRE
Giant flowers craft activity: a craft workshop designed for children on Sunday
26th March from 10am, using items to create a unique gift this Mothering Sunday.
Children will need a grown-up with them; however, the Visitor Services team will be
around to assist and supply the material. £4 per child. Call 01582 500920 to book.

WILDLIFE TRUST
All are welcome to the March meeting (22nd) at 7.30pm in the Lecture Theatre at
Dunstable Fire Station. The talk will be by Paddy Byrne from the Woodland Trust
on ‘Talking Trees’ – a visual journey through woodland providing fascinating facts
about woods and trees. Booking is needed – contact Sue Turner (07917 055920 or
e-mail: sue@turners.co.uk).

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE - COMMUNITY PLANNING
CBC will be producing Community Plans working with Town and Parish Councils,
residents and interest groups to inform the emerging Local Plan. This will provide
the overall approach for sustainable growth and community facilities, infrastructure,
housing etc. up to 2035. The Community Plan will focus on these needs at a more
local level. They cover a larger area than a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) but have no
legal weight in planning decision (unlike NPs). To find out how this all fits together,
there will be an event in Studham Village Hall on 22nd March between 2.30pm and
7.30pm which covers all three of our villages.

