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Revd. Nicola Lenthall
The Vicarage
Clayhall Road
Kensworth
LU6 3RF
Tel: (01582) 872223
Dear Friends and Parishioners
Due to the fact that we have our splendid December/January double edition of the
Link I have realised that I have never taken the chance to write about the season
of Epiphany, which takes up most of January – so, bear with me, I’m doing that
this month (well, Easter is very late this year…) Epiphany is the celebration of the
coming of the Wise Men or Kings to Bethlehem, with gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh. I love the story and I know it is a great favourite of Dorothy Blackburn,
our Reader in these parishes. But there’s one aspect of the lives of the Wise Men
which I often think is unhelpful, and that is the fact of their physical journey from A to
B: from A (unknown place in the East where Jesus is Not) – to B (place marked by
a star in the slightly less East where Jesus definitely Is, even if Herod and his court
don’t seem to know it!). It’s a very clear transit, with a very obvious guiding light
(literally!), and a very precise goal. “Where is the child who has been born King of
the Jews?” the Wise Men demand of a frightened Herod. “For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage”. Moving from where Jesus is
not, to where he is.
So often, like the Wise men, I find people who spend their lives thinking that they
are journeying from where Jesus is not – here – to where he is – most definitely at
his Fathers’ right hand in heaven; thinking that if we keep trying hard enough, as
they did, we will find him one day. But of course, although the text doesn’t have
space to tell us, it was not only in the manger at the stable in Bethlehem where the
Wise Men found God. He will have been always with them, during the exhaustion
of the blistering heat of the day, and the bitter cold of the desert nights, in the times
when they felt positive and uplifted by the experience of journeying and in the times
they felt helpless, useless and not really very wise at all. Just because the Wise
Men didn’t see God until they arrived at Bethlehem doesn’t mean to say that he
wasn’t there.
We don’t have to journey from A to B to find God. He is the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end. He is here already, in the arms of those carrying aid
into war-torn regions, in the person who holds you tight when you feel your heart is
breaking, in the words of a friend or a stranger who shows unbidden love. We don’t
have to “Find Jesus”, for Jesus has already found us.
With my love and prayers, this month of February and always,
Nicola

AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM
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ST MARY’S CHURCH

Church prayers: in February we shall be praying especially for everyone living in
Oakway. If you would like a special prayer to be said, please contact Churchwarden,
Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@btinternet.com).
Children’s Church will be taking place within our Holy Communion Service on
Sunday 19th February at 10.30am. Following the day’s Gospel reading from St
Matthew, the children and young people will be thinking about the command of
Jesus to us all “Do not worry about your life”; instead, to enjoy life in a trusting and
loving relationship with God. The service will be followed by refreshments and a
celebration of all the February birthdays. Everyone is very welcome.
The church’s 23rd Annual Wine Evening is on Saturday 18th March
at 7.30pm in Studham Village Hall. There will be seven fine wines
to taste and a three-course supper plus all the usual fun of a raffle
and an auction. Tickets at £22 a head are available from John
McDougal (873257 or john.mcdougal@btinternet.com).

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH

We are a friendly group who raise money to maintain the structure of the oldest
building in the village – the Church.
100 Club – the lucky December winners were Lynn Moxon and Geoff Lee. The
January winners were Eric Jacoby (who donated his winnings back) and Leslie
Martin. It’s time to renew or join – download a form from our website (www.
studhamfriends.co.uk) or contact Emma Mulder (872021). It’s only £1 per month.
Race Night - the race night planned for February has been postponed until Friday
2nd June.
Our big fundraiser in 2017 is the May Fair which will be held on The Common on
20th May – always a great Studham day with Maypole dancing, tombola, book stall,
grand draw, barbeque and so many more stalls. There is entertainment for the
whole family. If you can help in any way please speak to Des Salmon (872082).

MUMS AND TOTS

Mums and Tots meet every Tuesday morning at 9.30am in the Village Hall.
New faces are always welcome and the only restriction is all children must be
accompanied by an adult – why not bring your child along to play with others in a
safe and friendly environment? Tea/coffee and biscuits for mums and light healthy
snack for tots. Either just call in or contact Heather Wright (872118) for further
details. Cost of a session is just £2 per adult and two children, each extra child 50p.
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WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD

CHURCH CHRISTMAS NEWS: many
thanks to everyone who joined in the carol
singing around the village and Whipsnade Park
Homes. The Christingle Service, carol singing
and the Carol Service raised £626, which was
sent to the Children’s Society. In spite of the
building work going on, the Christmas services
were well attended and very many thanks to
everyone who helped in so many ways over
Christmas. (Photo show handbell ringers).
The church made its annual donation of £100 to each of the following local, national
and global charities: Keech Hospice, St Martin’s in the Fields Christmas Appeal for
the homeless, the Bethany Children’s Trust, Combat Stress, the Society of Martha
and Mary, Dunstable Street Pastors and the Christian Blind Mission.

CONCERT IN THE CHURCH: Saturday 11th March by young musicians to raise

funds for Cancer Reasearch UK and Whipsnade Church at 7.30pm. See p.17).

CHURCH EXTENSION: building work is progressing well; weather permitting, it
should be completed shortly.
VILLAGE LUNCH: a record 84 people attended the Christmas Lunch in
December (see p.12). The January lunch was well supported when we welcomed
visitors from Studham WI. Everyone is welcome to the February Village Lunch on
Thursday 9th February at 12.30pm in the Village Hall with a main course choice
from roast pork, braised beef in Guinness, chicken and mushroom pie, smoked fish
pie, then a selection of puddings plus tea or coffee, for £6. Offers of help and/or
puddings would be very welcome – contact Pam Ward (872406).
WHIPSNADE GREEN SCRUB CLEARANCE: at the January meeting, the

volunteers started to clear a large area of bramble regrowth and had a good bonfire.
It is planned to continue this work at the next meeting on Sunday 12th February
from 11am. Meet on The Green near Rosemary Cottage; everyone is welcome,
wear stout footwear and gloves, tools and soup provided. Bring your own picnic.
Queries to Ken France (872375). NOTE: the March Scrub Clearing, the last of the
season, is on Sunday 12th March.

WHIPSNADE SUMMER FETE is on Saturday 17th June. Please book the date.
WHIPSNADE VILLAGE HALL EVENTS COMMITTEE is having a wellearned rest over the winter and preparing plans for the 2017 programme of events.

KENSWORTH NEWSROUND
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KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS

In February we shall pray for the residents of The Lynch, Lynch Hill and Clayhall
Road. If you would like a particular prayer to be said, please contact Dorothy
Blackburn (872670).

KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH

All are welcome to our services (details on page 14).
An ecumenical note: our Tuesday evening traditional Evening Prayer is being held,
by kind agreement of our Methodist friends, in the Methodist Church in Kensworth
during the winter months. Everyone is welcome to join in the service, led by Jim
Putterill, at 6.30pm. Do come along and experience a brief time of reflection and
peace and enjoy the beautiful old words of the Book of Common Prayer.
Choir News: the choir will sing at Sung Eucharist (Holy Communion) on 5th February
and at Sung Matins on 19th. The choir practises on Fridays, 6.15pm – 7.15pm in the
Church Hall in February. If you would like to join, please telephone Mike Palmer
(524183) or the Rector (872223).
Sunday School: on 12th February we will be learning how rules help and guide us.
On the 26th the theme is how the Glory of God is revealed. At this service the younger
children learn about the Bible story and the seniors stay in the congregation.
If you would like your child to join Sunday School, or if you want to be a helper,
please contact Katherine Huggins (607841). We welcome all children from 3+.
There are senior and junior sections.
Messy Church: all children and their carers are welcome to
the next Messy Church at 3.30pm on Friday 10th February.
The theme is: Hidden Treasure: lots of fun, crafts and songs,
followed by a light meal for everybody!
Wheelchairs are available for short-term loans from
Kensworth Church Hall, for a small donation. Please contact Heather Woods
(873492).

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

For all services, see page 13. The February Coffee Morning will take place on
Saturday 4th. Do come along for delicious cake, coffee and a chat. Everybody is
very welcome.
12th February: Sunday Nite Live at Trinity, Leighton Buzzard.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

WI

Our February meeting includes a talk by Anne Cross, a local bee keeper, about the
fascinating life of the bee and how much work is involved in looking after them. The
competition is anything connected to or displaying a bee – it could be anything from
a honey spoon to a scarf with a bee pattern. Open to all ladies, cost £3.50 includes
refreshments. Come and join us – you will be made most welcome. Thursday 2nd
February in the Village Hall at 7.45pm.

SCRABBLE

Our small but enthusiastic Scrabble group meets at 2pm every Tuesday afternoon
at Studham Village Hall – the weather (13) may be chilly (14), but we can assure
(6) you of a warm welcome (14)!

BINGO

We are back! Come and play bingo in friendly surroundings. £5 will pay your
entrance, books and even a strip of raffle tickets! All are welcome and we would
really like to see you. 1st and 15th February at 7.30pm in Studham Village Hall.

SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

We now have SKY! Why not call in and have a drink and see which events are on?
We can guarantee you a warm and friendly welcome for all the family.

WHIST

Why not join us for a game of whist on a Tuesday evening at 7.30pm in Studham
Village Hall, all levels of skill are most welcome. Contact Lynne Smith (873371) for
more details.

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON

During February we will welcome back our friends from Wendover Woods on
Tuesday 7th, to help clear invasive blackthorn and self-seeded bushes and scrub
along the concrete track. This will ensure good access for the larger vehicles down
the concrete track, thereby minimising damage to the grassland of the common.
The next Friends work-party will be on Saturday 18th February. In order to maintain
and improve the habitat for nesting birds later in the season, this month’s tasks will
be clearing grass, bracken and trimming old gorse from the glade by the school and
along Church road.
We are a friendly group and new members are always a welcome addition. All
tools and lunch will be provided -– please come and help out; we meet at the
war memorial on west common, opposite the Red Lion at 10am. Contact Charles
Baker (872718 or pach337@waitrose.com) for further information.

LOCAL NEWS
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A LETTER FROM GRENVILLE WILLIAMS
Dorothy & I retired to Dorset some 17 years
ago and it has taken until now for me to
discover the excellent ‘Parish Link’ on-line
and to realise that nearly all the familiar
names from the 1980s are still there – and
actively involved in the church -– what faithful
service! The ‘Link’ has brought back some
happy memories and this photograph recalls
Sundays at the Whipsnade console:  

Times have not changed very much and last year I played for our Grandson’s
wedding at Eltham College.
We regularly attend Lytchett Minster parish church
and I occasionally stand in when the regular organist
can’t make it. Dorothy is in to ‘First Steps’ and ‘Messy
Church’ (which I see you run, too) – they give her
continuing contact with the younger age group; she
also does bereavement support work. That reminds
me of how Joan Wood used to go round delivering
‘meals on wheels’ for ‘old folk’ that were probably
younger than she was!
We look back on our time at Kensworth with pleasure
and recall musical occasions led by Jim Putterill. We
send our greetings to you all.

Grenville & Dorothy Williams

DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Meeting in the Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable at 7.45pm on Tuesday 14th
February, popular speaker Tony Eaton talks about the fatal flights of pioneer pilot
Amy Johnson and film star Leslie Howard, who crashed in the sea and whose
bodies were never recovered. Visitors £2.

SOUTH BEDS ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERS

The meeting on Monday 6th February at 2.30pm in the Salvation Army Hall in Bull
Pond Lane in Dunstable, will be a talk on Waddesdon by Bob Keating. Visitors
welcome at £3.

THE GATEWAY CENTRE

On Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th February, stargazing events on Dunstable
Downs. Contact 01582 500920 for more details.

Page 12

MISCELLANEOUS

MORE SCHOOLREADERS NEEDED

‘Schoolreaders’ are currently looking for reading volunteers to partner with local
primary schools. We are a national charity set up to improve children’s literacy.
We place volunteers in local schools to listen to children read on a one-to-one
basis. The aim is to encourage reading, improve literacy and build confidence to
give children the best possible start in life.
‘Schoolreaders’ is flexible and will match your availability to an appropriate school
in the local area. No qualifications are required – simply a good command of
spoken and written English. You should also be able to commit 1 – 2 hours a week
during term time.
If you or anyone you know would like to be involved in this worthwhile project
supporting children in the community, please visit our website (www.schoolreaders.
org) and complete the online application. Alternatively, call a member of the
‘Schoolreaders’ team on 01234 924111 or e-mail: admin@schoolreaders.org .

WHIPSNADE CHRISTMAS LUNCH (More pictures at www.parishlink.co.uk)

CHURCH NEWS
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CANDLEMAS

On 2nd February, Christians celebrate Candlemas. This commemorates Mary
and Joseph taking the baby Jesus to the Temple, where he was held by the old
man, Simeon, who proclaimed that the baby was ‘a light to lighten the Gentiles’ (as
well as Jews). Candles are lit in Christian churches (on the nearest Sunday) to
acknowledge that Jesus is the Light of the World.

STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH

February Services:
Sunday 12th
10am		
Sunday 26th
10am		

Rev. Gill Hulme: Holy Communion
Judith Fletcher

We are a small group who always welcome visitors of any denomination or age to
our Worship
.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday services are usually at 10.30am:
12th February		
United Service at Edlesborough (No service at Kensworth)
19th February		
Holy Communion Service led by Rev. Nigel Bibbings
Growing Together: 25th February, 7.45pm: come, explore the Bible with Rev. Nigel
Bibbings.

CHURCHYARDS

We are very lucky to have three beautiful and peaceful parish churchyards in our
three villages, all of which are open for burial and interment of ashes, and all of
which are kept looking amazing by a small group of very committed volunteers, to
whom I am very grateful. Anyone who might be interested in helping can contact
one of the churchwardens or myself. Many people enjoy our churchyards – partly
due to them being on public footpaths – and the Parochial Church Councils of each
church are very pleased that they are so well-used; for contemplation, for exercise
and for dog-walking.
Please can we ask those of you who visit and tend graves to be gracious and
caring to those who tend graves around you – we have had instances of spoil
being dumped on the graves of others without permission being asked, and also
of various items either being introduced to the graveyard, or things being removed
from the graves of others without knowledge of the next-of-kin. If you have any
questions about the management of the churchyards, and what can or cannot be
done in terms of memorials, then please do contact me; I don’t write the regulations
but I can help to interpret them.
Reverend Nicola Lenthall (01582 872223/revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com).
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MORE STUDHAM

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL

The start of a new year is the time when thoughts turn to the future. The future of
the Village Hall continues to be in the hands of the community groups, the Parish
Council and many private persons who hire the hall and support our fundraising
quiz nights. The Trustees’ thanks go to all.
Because we have a solid bookings programme, the Trustees have been successful
over the years in securing grants to help fund the policy of improving the infrastructure
of the hall. Improvements to the toilets and storage facilities are now under review.
It is hoped to start work during 2017. Further news when costs etc are known.

QUIZZES

Come and join us at the Red Lion on 7th February for a great quiz evening which will
raise funds toward the Studham, Whipsnade and Kensworth Scouts refurbishment
of Longrove. Teams of any number are acceptable, and there is no need to book
– unless you fancy one of Garry’s superb curries or other items from the pub menu
(872530). Just come and help raise money for this worthwhile cause whilst having
an enjoyable evening.
If you can’t make the 7th, or even if you can and like quizzing, then why not join us
at Dunstable Town Cricket Club on Friday 17th at 8pm. Contact John McDougal
(873257) for further details.

STUDHAM SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB

The club evening is Thursday at 7pm in the Village Hall, except the first Thursday
in each month. Dates in the diary section page 15. New members very welcome.
No need to contact in advance, but Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082)
are available if needed.

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB

Join the club before 1st April 2017 for the 2017/18 season to be entered into the
Wimbledon ticket ballot.
Junior and adult tennis coaching takes place every Saturday morning between 9am
and 11am (Juniors 9 – 10, Adults 10 – 11). All are welcome – non-members £6 per
session, members £4 per session. Our coach Justin is also available for private
individual or group lessons. Please contact him (just.brooketennis@gmail.com or
07807 721 810) for more information.
For more information on coaching or joining the club, please contact Andrew Jones
(andrew.jones@expressvending.co.uk or 07833 111 682. www.studhamtennisclub.
co.uk).

A MEDLEY

Page 17

CONCERT IN WHIPSNADE CHURCH

All are welcome to “Music: A Beautiful Art”, a concert to be held on 11th March, from
7.30 to 9.30pm in St Mary Magdalene, Whipsnade. The St Mary’s String Quartet
will be joined by soloists on the piano, voice and classical guitar; all talented young
musicians from Bedfordshire. Refreshments will be served in the interval. For
more information, please contact Robert Kendrick by e-mail (rjkendrick37@hotmail.
co.uk) or on 07966 732850. Adult tickets cost £8 and under-16’s cost £5 from Pam
Ward (872406) or Isobel Randall (872552). All profits will go to Cancer Research
UK and St Mary Magdalene, Whipsnade.

PARISH LINK AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Parish Link will be held on Saturday 4th March at
10am in the Church Hall, Clayhall Road, Kensworth (behind the Vicarage). Please
do come along to meet the team and to give your views.

STUDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Bins: there have been times recently when binmen have removed rubbish bags
from any bins that have appeared to be over-full. For now, could you ensure the
lid of the bin is lying completely flat when put out for collection, whilst we try to get
clarification on the subject.
Dogs: following on from several incidents recently, please could we ask owners to
keep excitable dogs on leads to avoid problems, and please don’t forget to pick-up
behind your pooch. No-one likes to walk in little piles of doggy doings!!
Speeding: it has been noted that some irresponsible motorists are continuing to
speed through our narrow lanes: whilst we recognise that not all are residents,
please can we remind folks that the limit along Dunstable Road is currently 40mph,
changing to 30mph on Bell Hill, and dropping to 20mph through the village centre.
Street lights: during the darker nights, we ask you to report any lights that you see
that are not working. Please ring Central Bedfordshire Council (0300 300 8000),
and quote the number on the lamp-post. Failing that, please advise any Councillor.
Mail: could we remind residents that it is a requirement for those with enclosing
walls and/or electronic gates to have some facility for the delivery of mail. Several
households have missed our important leaflet drops because of a lack of letter-box.
Next meeting: our next meeting is a Planning and Finance meeting on Monday 6th
February, and our next General meeting is on Monday 6th March, both at 7pm in the
Village Hall. Monday 3rd April will be our Annual Parish Meeting, starting at 8.15 in
the Village Hall. Refreshments will be provided. Hope to see you there.
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KENSWORTH EXTRA

KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB: on Monday 6th February there will be a talk by

Neil Bloomfield about the work of SSAFA (Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families
Association). This wonderful charity helps the families of anyone who has ever
been in the Armed Forces. Come to the Church Hall, Clayhall Road, at 7.30pm. All
ladies are welcome and we always like to meet newcomers to Kensworth.

DROP IN CLUB: all are welcome to ‘Drop In’ at the Village Hall every Thursday
morning, 9 – 11am, for tea or coffee, biscuits and crisps, games, outings and friendly
chats. Newcomers to Kensworth are warmly invited to come and meet the locals!
FLOWER GROUP: our next meeting will be on Wednesday 22nd February.
Contact Shirley Hull (872351) for details. New members always very welcome.

FRIENDS of ST MARY’S, KENSWORTH: we wish to thank everyone involved
with the New Year Quiz in January, which was oversubscribed as usual. The final
profit will be announced in the next issue.

The Monthly Draw: December winners: Dawn Stafford and Dave Downie; January
winners: Peter Culley and Dawn Stafford.

KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL:

The Village Hall held two successful events in December: the Christmas Bingo
Evening and the New Year’s Eve Family Disco. There were approximately 90
people attending on New Year’s Eve and the children all enjoyed running around
the hall with balloons and party poppers; everyone had a good time and it was nice
to see family members of all ages enjoying celebrating the New Year together.
Repairs have been made to the flooring by the stage and a new floor strip is being
fitted in the main hall. The hall also needs maintenance and repainting; Mike
Sawyer will obtain quotes and apply for grants for this. As the kitchen is often left
in a mess after hirers have used it, letters will be sent to regular hirers to leave the
facilities as tidy and clean as possible, particularly if the cooker has been used. Ad
hoc hirers have to be charged if extra cleaning is required after events.
The monthly walks are very popular. The next ones are 11th February and 18th
March, commencing at 10am from the Village Hall and returning to the hall for
coffee at 11.30am. Please look out for the posters reminding you of these dates.
The next meeting of the Committee is on Wednesday 1st February at 7.30pm in the
Committee Room. Please come along if you would like to get involved in keeping
your Village Hall going.

MORE KENSWORTH
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KENSWORTH C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL & PRESCHOOL

A very Happy New Year to everyone. We hope you all had a fantastic Christmas.
We have heard lots of exciting stories from the children since our return to school.
At the end of last term, we all had fun at the pantomime in Dunstable as well
as performing our own shows at the school. We also raised just over £50 for
‘Christmas Jumper Day’. Everyone broke up for the festive period excited and
covered in glitter!
Now with the first half of the Spring term well under way, the children are eager to
learn and get stuck into their new topics: Preschool Saplings - Space/Out of this
world; Holly Class - Traditional tales; Cherry Class - Toys through the ages; Oak
Class - Ancient Egypt; Hornbeam - Maya and Aztec civilisation
Our Half Term values are Trust and Honesty. The children will be able to show us
these through their school and home life.
For more information, please contact Mrs Elaine Dicocco, Interim Headteacher
(872336).
Kensworth School Parent Teachers’ Association
What a wonderful end to the year the PTA had and we would like to thank everyone
for their amazing support. We raised over £1800 since September – we’ve had
bags2school, another successful quiz and our Christmas raffle. Big thanks to R D
Couriers, Lutts, B&H Salvage, Tann, Harris Coachworks, Edgerton Enterprises and
TC Feeds for their donations.
So for 2017 – we are organising more raffles, another quiz and a Summer Fete so
watch out for more information to follow.
If you would like to offer any help or fundraising ideas please get in touch with us
via email (kspta@outlook.com) or contact Gina Owen (07506 722 053). We always
welcome new members.

KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Inconsiderate Parking
Following complaints about bad parking in Kensworth roads, we ask car drivers to
bear these rules in mind:
•
Never park across a driveway. If you cannot get in or out of your driveway
because a vehicle is obstructing it, contact the police on 101.
•
Parking opposite a driveway may also obstruct access to it.
•
Never park within 10 metres of a junction.
•
Do not park on footways. It is illegal to drive on a footway or to obstruct a
footway with a vehicle.
•
“End on” and “parallel” parking. Ensure that when you park, leave just 		
enough room to manoeuvre. Do not take up two spaces.
•
Bin collection days. If you have a driveway please park your vehicle off 		
the road on collections days.
•
Never park in the turning head in a cul de sac.

Page 20

A MELANGE

STUDHAM CHURCH of ENGLAND VILLAGE SCHOOL

Christmas was incredibly hectic as ever,
none more so than for the school choir
who managed to sing in three different
venues in one morning. We raised
money for the British Heart Foundation.
We sang at a Care Home and finally
performed at the Studham Pensioners’
Christmas Lunch.

Our amazing new PTA put together a
truly spectacular Christmas Fayre at which Santa was so overworked we feared he
might not recover for Christmas Day! We also had a trip to the panto (oh yes we
did) and our annual Christmas concert. It was nice to close the year with a service
at the church led by Revd. Nicola.
We are now enjoying the new term with lots of learning to do and hopefully some
fun along the way

POLICE MATTERS

Bedfordshire Police have allocated Sally Simmonds PCSO 4651 and Richard
Alleyne PCSO 8192 to Kensworth and neighbouring parishes. Another 5 PCSO’s
are joining their team shortly. They can be contacted on 01582 473211 and e-mail
SouthCentralCommunityteam@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk.

DEAD SEA SCROLLS

70 years ago this month, on 7th February 1947, the first of the Dead Sea Scrolls
were found in a cave at Khirbat Qumran (now in the West Bank, Palestine).
They have been called the greatest archaeological find of the 20th century.
After an initial lack of interest – some of the scrolls were advertised in a small
ad in an American newspaper – many more were discovered in nearby caves.
For the first 40 years the study of the thousands of text fragments was monopolised
by fewer than a dozen international scholars, which prevented quick publication of
the texts. But in the early 1990s, the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) nominated
Hebrew University Professor Emanuel Tov as chief editor, and the publication was
divided among about 100 international scholars. By 2001 most had been published.
Most of the scrolls are in Hebrew, but others are in Aramaic, the language spoken
by many Jews – including Jesus – between the sixth century BC and the siege of
Jerusalem in 70 AD. One of the most intriguing manuscripts from Qumran is the
Copper Scroll, a sort of ancient treasure map that lists 64 hidden treasures around
Israel. None of these has been uncovered.

MORE LOCAL NEWS
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REPORT ROAD AND HIGHWAYS PROBLEMS

Central Bedfordshire Council have a new website making it easier to report
any problems such as potholes, damaged pavements, obstructions in the road,
faulty lights, overgrown trees and hedges, grass cutting issues etc. Go to www.
centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/reportit. The new system is quicker, more accurate and
will provide you with feedback and tracking number. If you would prefer to report
issues by phone, please call their main Customer Services department on 0300
300 8000.
We also have two Central Bedfordshire Councillors who represent our villages.
Their contact details are:
Cllr. Richard Stay (01582 454697/richard.stay@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk)
Cllr. Kevin Collins (0300 3008523/kevin.collins@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk)

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

If you wish to contact the team both during the working day and out of hours, you
can now do so by calling 0300 300 8701. This number automatically links to all
the communications officers’ lines so is easier than calling someone’s individual
extension. It replaces the previous out-of-hours number. You can also contact
the team by e-mailing communications@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk. This mailbox
is monitored by the whole team so your message will be picked up even if an
individual is away.

POLICE

We would like to remind everyone that non-serious crimes and antisocial behaviour
should be reported through the 101 number, but you may also report issues
anonymously through Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111.
Bedfordshire Police have also launched ‘Operation to tackle antisocial behaviour’.
Officers carry out targeted police patrols in communities, tackling the issues that
matter to you the most. This includes nuisance youths, street drinking, drug dealing,
on and off street sex trade and dangerous motorcyclists.

MESSAGE FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL REGARDING
THEIR ‘LOCAL PLAN’

We had planned to launch this in January 2017 but the Government’s long-awaited
Housing White Paper is now expected to be published during the same timeframe,
so we are holding back the publication to allow us to consider its implications.
This is only a temporary measure and we remain confident that we will still be
able to deliver a draft plan in 2017. Publishing a Local Plan without understanding
the impact of the White Paper could mean we have to revisit parts of the process
causing bigger delays and confusion.

