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Dear friends and parishioners,

For the first time in ages, I am looking out of my window as I write this at a 
clear blue sky, with a ground sparkling with frost and, most amazingly, at 
glorious bright sunshine!  The grey and rainy days have seemed incessant this 
winter, and almost everyone I know has been yearning for light.  

In my faith, Jesus is often described as Light, and, when, in stories from the 
Bible, he is trying to get the first disciples to see and understand that he is 
God-with-us, we read the words “I am the light of the world”.  And when I work 
with children in our local schools, we have often talked together about how it 
feels when you turn a light on in a room which is dark.  

Light can comfort and give hope, it can also reveal and change.  I believe that 
we are part of all of that, through what we do and who we are.  So it’s not just 
the light of God which surrounds us, but we too can be like lights shining in 
dark places for those around us.

It’s funny how lyrics of songs that we have known for many years stick in our 
heads.  When I was little, I sang in Sunday School and at school a children’s 
hymn which went like this:

“Jesus bids us shine with a clear, pure light,
Like a little candle, burning in the night,
In this world of darkness, so let us shine,
You in your small corner, and I in mine”.

I have never forgotten this.  Even when things seem very dark, I know that the 
light and love of God are surrounding me, and I believe too, that in the small 
corners of our villages, we can be that light and love for each other – even 
when the day is grey and rainy.

With my love and prayers, in this month of March and season of Lent, and 
always,

Nicola

Thank you to Isobel Randall for the front cover photo.

Revd. Canon Nicola Lenthall
The Vicarage

Clayhall Road
Kensworth

LU6 3RF
Tel: (01582) 872223

E-mail: revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com







7Page

AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Church prayers: in March we will be praying especially for all the people of 
Holywell Road and Holywell Close.  If you would like a prayer to be said, 
perhaps for a special person or occasion, please contact the churchwarden, 
Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@btinternet.com).  You may also wish 
to come into the church, write your own prayer on a ‘leaf’ and hang it on the 
‘prayer tree’. 

Mothering Sunday is on 15th March.  There will be a special family-friendly 
service at 10.30am.  The children and young people will say thank you to their 
mothers and carers by presenting them with posies of spring flowers.  There 
will be refreshments after the service and a celebration of all the March 
birthdays with a birthday cake.  Not a regular churchgoer?  Please come on 
this special day – you will be most welcome. 

The posies will be arranged on Saturday 14th March in church at 10.30am.  All 
children and adults are very welcome to come and enjoy assembling the 
posies and having refreshments afterwards. 

Kids’ Club: join our Easter Trail after school on Friday 20th March from 
3.30pm to 5.30pm.  With games and activities as you go, find a fun way to 
discover the Easter story and then celebrate with a meal together.   All are very 
welcome; please book your places with Caroline Child (872779 or e-mail 
cjhitchman@hotmail.com).  

There is no charge for the afternoon, but please consider making a donation 
so we can cover the cost of the food.  

Earth Hour: as an ECO church, St Mary’s is delighted to be hosting this 
benefice event which is aiming to raise awareness of the need to tackle 
climate change and protect nature. It’s on Saturday 28th March from 8.30pm 
until 9.30pm; see page 11.

Easter flowers will be arranged on Saturday 4th April from 10.30am.  If you 
would like to make a donation towards the flowers in memory of a loved one, 
please contact Meg Bender, the churchwarden (contact details above).

Studham’s 29th Wine Tasting is on Saturday 18th April at Studham Village 
Hall from 7.30pm.  A selection of seven classic and unusual wines will be 
served with a variety of pates and cheeses and there will be all the usual fun 
– a quiz, raffle and auction.  Tickets at £27 are available from John McDougal 
(873257 or john.mcdougal@btinternet.com). 
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WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD

CHURCH NEWS
Prayers for March:  in March our prayers are for people who work in the 
village, at the Zoo, The Old Hunters Lodge, the farms and those who are self-
employed.  If you have a special request for prayers, you could write it on a 
leaf and hang it on the prayer tree in the church or give it to the Rector or 
Churchwardens.

Whipsnade Church Wednesday Coffee Morning:  we run a coffee morning 
in the church every two weeks from 10am – 12 noon.  The dates for March are 
the 4th and 18th.  Come along and enjoy a coffee and a chat.

Sunday School:  the children meet in the church vestry on March 8th during 
the 9am service for activities connected with the Bible stories.  Bring your 
children along for fun and friendship.

Whipsnade Churchyard Working Party:  we will be meeting on Saturday 
21st March from 9am – 12 noon.  Come along and help us get the churchyard 
ready for Spring.  Refreshments will be provided.

Mothering Sunday:  at the Mothering Sunday service on 
15th March, we will be distributing bunches of flowers to 
celebrate our mothers, and all who carry out traditional 
mothering roles, and you will be able to light a candle for 
someone special or someone you are missing this 
Mother’s Day.  The posies will be prepared in the church 
on Friday 13th at 1pm.

Rock Ness Concert 2026:  as a tribute to Vanessa Hornby, a greatly loved 
and respected former Churchwarden, her family are organising a concert in 
the church on Saturday 7th March 2.30pm – 4.30pm.  All welcome, especially 
children.  Refreshments will be provided, and donations will go to the church 
and Dunstable food bank.

Whipsnade Church Jigsaw Library:  if you enjoy doing a jigsaw puzzle, we 
have a library of puzzles in the church for you to enjoy. The church is open 
during the day, so come along whenever it suits you.

KNIT AND NATTER
The group will be meeting in the church for some friendly chat, refreshments 
and shared crafts on Tuesday 24th March.  Choose your project, bring it along 
and one of our many knitters will be there to help you along your journey to 
achieve amazing results. 
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KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH: 
Our prayers for you: if you would like a particular prayer to be said, for a 
loved one or perhaps for a special occasion, please contact Dorothy 
Blackburn (872670) or e-mail: dorothy.godbod1@outlook.com. In March 
our prayers will include all the people who live in The Chilterns. 

Church Calendar: Lent continues throughout March.

15th March: Mothering Sunday, hosted this year by our friends in Kensworth 
Methodist Church.  NB No service in St Mary’s.
25th March: Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Lady Day).
29th March: Palm Sunday: Holy Week begins.
30th March: Holy Week Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Kensworth, 7.30pm. 
Everyone is very welcome to all our services, which are on p.16.
There are two UK Saints Days in March: 1st March: St David’s Day for 
Wales; 17th March: St Patrick’s Day for Ireland.

Choir News:  the choir will sing at Sung Eucharist (Holy Communion) on 
Palm Sunday, 29th March.   If you would like to join the choir, please 
telephone the Vicar (872223) or e-mail: revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com.
Instrument players are also welcome, to help accompany on occasions. All 
voices welcome, and ability to read music is not essential!

Sunday School: Morning Service at 10.30am on Sunday 8th March is about 
‘The Woman at the Well’. 15th March is Mothering Sunday, when we are 
invited to join with our Methodist friends in Kensworth Methodist Church at 
10.30am (see p.15).

If you would like your child to join Sunday School, or if you want to be a 
helper, please contact Katherine Huggins (607841) or e-mail:  
hugginskatherine1@gmail.com for details.

Messy Church: this will be on Friday 13th March at 3.30pm in the Church 
Hall.  The theme will be ‘Messy Mothering’. It is open to all children aged 
3+, accompanied by a parent or carer; we warmly invite older children to 
come and help.  Time for craft work, songs and story followed by a hot meal 
for everyone. There is no charge, but donations are very much appreciated.

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTIES
Saturdays 7th, 14th and 21st March - please join us from 9am onwards to help 
tidy the churchyard in readiness for Spring.  Refreshments will be provided 
but please bring your own gardening tools.

KENSWORTH NEWSROUND
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WWF EARTH HOUR & USING AI

Earth Hour is an initiative led by the World Wildlife Foundation (WWF). It 
is one of the world’s biggest grass-root environmental movements and 
aims to encourage people to make a small difference in tackling climate 
change and protecting nature. 
What are we doing in Studham, Kensworth and Whipsnade?

Invitation to:   St Mary’s Church, Studham, LU6 2NW
Time:     8.30pm – 9.30pm
When:    Saturday, 28th March
Why:     To celebrate and honour Earth Hour
What to bring: Wear warm clothes (heating will be off) and bring a torch.

USING AI RESPONSIBLY: CUTTING YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT 

Artificial intelligence (AI), including tools such as ChatGPT, is now part of 
everyday life, from searching for information to managing home heating 
and shopping online. While AI can be helpful, it also uses energy in large 
data centres. Individuals can make simple choices to reduce their 
environmental impact.

What individuals can do  

• Keep phones, laptops, and tablets for longer, as making new devices 
has a high carbon cost.

• Turn off devices and Wi-Fi routers when not in use.
• Use energy-saving and low-power settings where available.
• Avoid unnecessary high-data activities, such as constant video 

streaming or repeated large uploads.
• Think before using AI for very small or simple tasks that could be done 

without it.

Using AI thoughtfully  

• Use tools like ChatGPT with a clear purpose, 
rather than out of habit.

• Avoid repeated or duplicated requests that 
increase computing use.

• Support companies that use renewable 
energy for their digital services.

By using AI carefully and responsibly, individuals can enjoy its benefits 
while helping to lower their carbon footprint and support a more sustainable 
future.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH

Many thanks to all the 100 Club members who 
have renewed for the year – we had close to 
100% renewal and some additional  numbers 
purchased.  It is an important fundraiser to help 
maintain the structure of our 800+ year old 
church – your support is much appreciated.

February’s lucky winners were Adam Roughton, receiving £60, and Eric 
and Jane Jacoby who won £10.

Anyone wishing to join can contact the Friends via the website: https://
friendsstudham.wixsite.com/website or john.mcdougal@btinternet.com.

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON
The next Friends’ work party will be on Saturday 
21st March, where we will be finishing off any 
uncompleted tasks from the past year’s work-
parties, over the entire Common.  All work is to be 
carefully controlled to ensure early nesting birds 
are not disturbed, and that the Common remains 
open and accessible to all.  

Please note, everyone is welcome to the work party – please come and 
help out; all necessary tools and a light lunch will be provided.  We meet at 
the War Memorial on West Common, opposite the Red Lion at 10am.  
Contact work party co-ordinator Joan Stone  (872444 or e-mail geone.
stone@gmail.com) for further information.

SAVE THE DATE!!   SAVE THE DATE!! 

STUDHAM MAY FAIR
SATURDAY 9TH MAY 2026

More details next month or e-mail community@towncountry.uk.net
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As we journey through the spring term, we are very much looking forward 
to visiting the Methodist Church for our Easter Service.

It has been a busy half-term in many other ways too. The children had a 
wonderful evening at our Valentine’s Film Night, organised by our dedicated 
PTA – an event full of fun, friendship, and popcorn, pizzas and hotdogs! On 
Internet Safety Day, our whole school focused on making safe and 
responsible choices online.  We also brightened the school corridors by 
wearing bright and shiny clothes to raise money for Children’s Mental 
Health Week.

We were very proud of our Year 2 and Year 4 pupils who took part in a 
Gymnastics Tournament at Harlequin Gym Club in Leighton Buzzard. Their 
enthusiasm, teamwork and courage were fantastic to see. Mrs Hardy has 
been teaching children to play the keyboard and recorder, with many pupils 
discovering new talents and confidence.

Our Year 4 class are especially excited about 
a forthcoming visit to St Albans Cathedral, 
where they will sing as part of a large choir 
with other Year 4 children from across our 
multi-academy trust – an unforgettable 
opportunity for them all.

Finally, our Year 5 and 6 pupils are eagerly anticipating their PGL residential 
visit, where they will take part in adventurous activities such as zip wiring, 
archery and canoeing. We know they will show great perseverance, 
teamwork, and bravery throughout.

If you wish to visit the school, or have any queries, please contact Mrs 
Rooney in our School Office (01582 872336 or office@ken.dsamat.co.uk).

Sarah Bowley, Headteacher

KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEG SHOW
Kensworth Flower & Vegetable Show hosted a Valentine’s Night Quiz with 
11 tables and over 70 participants. The winning table was captained by 
Carin Whitfield, who fittingly has just succeeded David Manton as 
Chairperson. The runners-up were Lucy Hamilton’s table.

Dave Henderson was question master and kept things moving along in his 
usual jovial manner and the evening raised just over £500 towards the cost 
of this year’s Show, which is on 5th September.  The Committee are grateful 
to everyone who attended.

KENSWORTH SCHOOL & QUIZ
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MORE STUDHAM

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL
The hall is in use nearly every day – sometimes twice or even three times 
a day! Our regular users include carpet bowls, mums and tots,  table tennis, 
yoga, bingo, gong therapy, WI and tap dancing. If you want to join any of 
these activities, details are on the Contact Page, or contact one of the 
trustees and we will pass on your enquiry.

If you would like to organise a group, hold a single meeting or become a 
regular user, then please contact one of the trustees; their details are 
displayed in the Village Hall.

The hall is ideal for parties and hire rates are very reasonable. Please 
contact Lynne Smith (bookingstudhamvh@gmail.com) who will be happy to 
discuss your needs.

STUDHAM CHARITY BINGO
It has been a long cold/wet winter but it will be “eyes down" again at 8pm 
on Wednesday 11th March and then every fortnight until December.

Why not come and join us?  Doors open at 7.30pm. What’s more, it won’t 
break the bank!: 25p entrance, £4.50 for a set of 6 books and 25p for a strip 
of raffle tickets. We are a friendly bunch so we look forward to seeing you.

WI
Thursday 5th March at 7.15pm in Studham Village Hall.
Our February meeting was with Steve Bish, who gave a talk on will writing. 
It was extremely enlightening and informative.

Our March meeting is our Annual Meeting so a little more ‘business’ than 
usual, but since the meeting falls just before International Women’s Day 
(Sunday 8th), we thought it would be good to hear from Julia Opperman on 
the lives of 3 women from history who were certainly famous, maybe 
infamous or perhaps even notorious! To find out which, and who, then come 
and join us. 

STUDHAM TABLE TENNIS CLUB
We meet twice a week: on Wednesdays from 10am – 12 noon and on 
Fridays from 9.30am – 12.30pm, for friendly sessions in the Village Hall.  
The group is made up of mixed ability players and is a friendly and social 
event where new friendships have been forged.  If you are interested in 
joining the waiting list, or would like an occasional visit, rather than every 
week, e-mail: twohappyfolks@btinternet.com to register your interest, 
giving details of your experience and ability.



STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH
Our minister is Rev. Helen Roberts (713773 or  revhelen2015@gmail.com). 
Or you may wish to call our local pastoral contact, Linda Hillier (872860).

March services and events:
Sunday 8th 11am Helen Roberts  HC    Chapel Anniversary
Sunday 22nd 10am   United Service with Flamstead at Studham

Studham Methodist Chapel currently meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
the month.  We are an All Inclusive Church and all are welcome to join us.

We also have monthly Circuit Worship Services. Join us on Zoom at 6pm 
on 22nd March.  Link details are available from Linda Hillier.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH: Sunday services are at 10.30am:

8th March  Morning Worship   Led by Mr John Enejo
15th March United Mothering Service     Led by Mrs Fiona Arscot-Smith  
22nd March Holy Communion     Led by Rev. Patrick Kandeh 

Details of other services can be found on the chapel noticeboards.

LENT COURSE
All are welcome to join the North Chilterns Group on Tuesday evenings this 
Lent as we discover prayer is not a duty but an adventure!
3rd  March  Praying with spiritual gifts
10th March  Praying with icons
17th March    Praying with the Iona Community
24th March   Help! I’m too busy to pray!
Sessions start with refreshments at 7.30pm, concluding with a short act of 
worship, ending by 9pm, at Totternhoe Church Hall, The Ride, Totternhoe.

DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
A talk, “Miracles, Wonders And A Broken Heart”.  David Longman provides 
part two of his talk, “Tales From Bedfordshire Churches”.  His illustrated 
presentation includes the Keysoe Miracle involving William Dickens’ fall 
from Keysoe church steeple, Eilward Of Westoning and his miraculous 
recovery from castration, and Alice Anderson’s touching memorial on which 
she records how her heart is forever entombed with her dead husband – 
four years before she re-married! The talk will follow the society’s AGM.  
7.45pm, Tuesday 10th March at the Methodist Church Hall, The Square,  
Dunstable.  Visitors £3. 

CHURCH NEWS
Page 15
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JOIN US FOR THE WHIPSNADE CHURCH 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ

When: Friday 24th April starting at 7pm
Where: Whipsnade Village Hall

Tickets: £10 per person, incl. buffet selection, tables of 8
Bring your own drinks and glasses

For more information and tickets contact: Mike Bailey
(mjbailey1@btinternet.com or 01582 872318)

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE LUNCH
We will be holding a village lunch on Wednesday 25th March at 12.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  We will be serving a light hot lunch followed by tea and 
cake – all for £7.  There will be the usual raffle, any donations gratefully 
received. 

If you have any dietary requirements or any questions, please contact Tracy 
on 07889 387957 or e-mail tracy@stockdalemartin.co.uk.

If you would like to volunteer your help, we would be pleased to welcome 
you.  Please contact Tracy on the above e-mail or Jane on 07903 019188.

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE GET-TOGETHER
Come and join us on Tuesday 10th March between 2pm and 4pm for tea, 
coffee, cakes and a good catch-up with new and old friends. Various 
activities go on at different weeks, including bingo and quizzes. There is 
always a raffle with plenty of prizes.  Please come along and join us.

EASTER FUN AT DUNSTABLE DOWNS 28th March - 12th April
Come and try the Easter tradition of Orange Rolling! This year there are 
purpose-built tennis ball race tracks, featuring drops, twists and turns: 
challenge a friend and see whose orange makes it to the finish line first.  A 
fun, family-friendly Easter experience not to be missed!
The trail takes place from 10am – 5pm with last entry at 4:30pm.  Prices 
are £3.50 per trail which includes an Easter trail sheet, bunny ears and 
dairy or vegan and Free From* chocolate egg.
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STUDHAM VILLAGE CE ACADEMY
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Sarah Young as our new Headteacher.  
She has had a wonderful first half term with us; pupils, staff and parents 
have been kind and welcoming.  She is looking forward to the adventures 
we will have during the rest of the academic year.

The pupils have been working hard and learning lots across the different 
classes; from mountains, humans, habitats and writing about owl babies 
to Judaism and PowerPoint presentation creation!

Our PTFA has been working hard to support the school with a very exciting 
Love Disco as well as a Mother's Day pop-up shop.

If you would like to support the school or are interested in applying for a 
space then please e-mail office@studhamschools.org.uk to enquire.  We 
look forward to enjoying a sunny Spring in all its glory!

Katie Flowers, Deputy Headteacher

STUDHAM PLAYING FIELDS
Cricket, football and tennis are always open to new players, so if you are 
interested in joining any of them, please get in touch 
(Studhamssc@icloud.com or call into the Clubhouse and leave your 
details). Junior training is also available in some sports. 

The playing fields are also available for other events; if you would like  
further information, please contact Allan Wright (871495).

Please remember to look after your dogs if walking on, or visiting, the 
playing fields and clear up all mess and take it away with you to protect 
sports users and children using the grounds. The bins inside the playing 
fields are for general rubbish only and not 'dog poop'.

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Opening hours for March:  Saturday and Sunday 12 noon and Wednesday 
and  Friday only 4.30pm.  The club is currently closed on Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings until the  beginning of April.

Subscriptions for 26/27 will be:  family (parents and children under 18) – 
£26;  single (18-64) – £20; concessions (students in full time education and 
those aged 65 and over) – £11.  All club memberships are due on 1st April 
and are an important element of keeping our club in the financial condition 
required for the future.  Application forms are available at the bar.

STUDHAM EXTRA 2



20Page
KENSWORTH EXTRA

Family Barn Dance
with Live Ceilidh band and Caller, supper included. 

Saturday 14th March   5.30 - 8.30pm @Kensworth Village Hall

Adult £18.50/Family 2+2 Under 16 £50/Child under 16 £8.50 

Tickets (janezbedlington@gmail.com/07796 015292).

CHURCH RE-USE CENTRE (formerly known as the church shop):
Having a bit of a clear-out whilst spring cleaning? We can sell household 
items, jewellery, toys, books, DVDs, jigsaw puzzles and ornaments. Bring 
them to the Church Hall, Clayhall Road (behind the Vicarage), 2 – 4pm on 
Wednesdays and 10am – 12 noon on Saturdays. Enjoy a browse of all 
that’s on offer. (Unfortunately, we cannot sell electrical goods, clothing or 
large items of furniture – and please ensure that items for sale are clean 
and unbroken).  Cash only.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
For services, see page 15.  The March Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 
7th.  Everyone is welcome for delicious cakes, coffee/tea and a chat.  

KENSWORTH DROP IN CLUB
All are welcome to ‘Drop In’ at Kensworth Village Hall every Thursday 9am 
– 11am for tea/coffee and biscuits (soft drinks and crisps for children).  
Enjoy a chat and games and get to know the locals! 

KENSWORTH CHAT ‘N SNACK
Chat and Snack is a great place to come along on Friday afternoons at the 
Village Hall,1-4pm, to meet friends, old and new, in the warm, chat away 
and enjoy a tasty snack. 

KENSWORTH MAY FESTIVAL
Please "save the date" for the May Festival at St Mary's Kensworth 
on Sunday 3rd May.  See next page.  

KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW QUIZ NIGHT
Held on Valentine’s Night; see page 13 for report.
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EVENTS

Tickets £15, £12 (concessions), £5 (under 18) available online 
at www.lutonchoralsociety.org.uk 

or on the door  
Luton Choral Society is a Registered Charity  

Saturday 18th April 2026 at 7:30pm 
St Mary’s Church, Luton LU1 3JF 

Luton Choral Society 
present a combined concert with 

KonzertChor Bergisch Gladbach 
from Germany 

including  

Vivaldi 
Gloria 

with 
Chiltern Baroque Orchestra 

Conducted by Crispin Lewis and Rodrigo Affonso 

and works by 
Handel, Haydn and Carissimi 

 

 

!!Save the date!!            !!Save the date!! 
 

KENSWORTH MAY FESTIVAL 
 

Sunday 3 May 2026 
St Mary’s Church, Church End, Kensworth 

 

Crowning of the May King, Dog Show, BBQ,  
Morris Dancing, Beer & Wine Tent,  

Fun Stalls for all Ages,  
Raffle with many amazing prizes! 
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STUDHAM
Website: www.studhamparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Contact: clerk@studhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Next meeting: 7pm on Tuesday 3rd March at Longrove Scout Site, Byslips 
Road, Studham, Dunstable LU6 2ND.  

Parish Council Precept 2026/27: at its January meeting, the Parish 
Council approved its budget for 2026/27 and a Precept of £29,998, an 
increase of £3,001. This equates to an increase in the Parish element of 
Council Tax of 11.9% - £4.71 from £39.47 to £44.18 for a Band D property.
Fly tipping: fly tipping incidents can be reported on the CBC website at 
‘report fly-tipping or illegal waste dumping’.  Please then e-mail the clerk 
with the details of the report.
Dog mess: we remind dog walkers to please respect our village and clear 
up after their dogs. You can be fined £100 if you allow a dog to foul and do 
not clear it up immediately when in a public place.  Dog fouling can be 
reported to CBC at ‘street cleansing, litter and road sweeping’.
Potholes and highways problems: the CBC web pages for highways 
problems can be found at: report or track roads and highways problems-
potholes, street lights’. The CBC web page for reporting potholes is: 
‘potholes’.  Potholes that have caused damage and require urgent repair 
can be reported to CBC’s emergency contact line  0300 300 8049.

STUDHAM RED LION QUIZ
Tuesday 3rd March at 8pm.
£3 head to enter and £1 per strip raffle (5 entries). There is no fixed team 
size – so you can go solo or bring all the family; however, please ring the 
Red Lion (872530) to book a table (and order food if required).

The rounds for March will be:
1: sport & recent news; 2: school days (all the things you learnt at school – 
and have forgotten!); 3:alphabet (all answers start with G); 4: 
entertainment; 5: what's left? Anything we couldn’t fit in the previous 
rounds! and 6: music 1950s-2020's (only need title and they all start G).

CARPET BOWLS
2pm Thursdays in Studham Village Hall
We are a friendly mixed group and new members will be made welcome.  
No experience is necessary and no equipment is needed.  It is an 
opportunity to relax and, at the same time, have some very modest 
exercise.  Contact Geoff Duke (07786 663089) or please just come along.

MORE STUDHAM 
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WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL

Speeding: the Council has been continuing with its efforts to get more 
effective controls in place against reckless drivers speeding through the 
village.   We have repeatedly made the case for a new vehicle activated 
speed sign (VAS) but this has been stalled somewhere between CBC 
highways (safety) officers and the police, who are requesting yet more 
survey data.  Meanwhile, the Parish Council is trying to establish a speed 
watch group to cover the central village.  This initiative was launched over 
a year ago but we failed to get a sufficient number of residents to put 
themselves forward to receive the necessary training.  If you would like to 
put your name forward please can you contact the Clerk on e-mail 
(Clerk@whipsnadeparishcouncil.org.uk) or the Chair (Ken France – 01582 
872375).  The duties are fairly light – a couple of hours every other month - 
and would be shared within a group of about six.

Nuisance Off-Road Motorcyclists: we are seeing an increase once again 
of motor-bikes riding on the public footpaths and bridleways and then 
tearing around on The Green, both strictly illegal activities.  Although 
extremely difficult to catch offenders in the act, we are encouraged by the 
police to record all such incidents on 101 and through our community 
policing contacts, together with any photographic evidence that we manage 
to obtain.  The bikes are usually quite distinctive and so photographic 
evidence can lead to machines being confiscated and then crushed.

Whipsnade Community Facebook Page: our thanks to Sue Cloke who 
kindly has taken on the role of Facebook Administrator for the Whipsnade 
Community Facebook Page from Val Jackson, who has left the village.  For 
anyone wishing to join, a membership enquiry form is available at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/1119628405121113/?ref=share_group_link.  
The link is also available on the Parish Council website: www.
whipsnadeparish.org.uk.

The next meeting of the Council is on Tuesday, 11th March, at 7.30 pm in 
Whipsnade Village Hall.  The meeting is also the Annual Parish Meeting
which will form a separate item on the agenda starting at 8pm.

SOUTH BEDS ASSOCIATION OF 
NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERS 
The next talk will be by Ann Ledger on 
Monday 2nd March at 2pm on the subject of 
“History of the British Seaside Holiday”.  We 
meet in the Salvation Army Hall in Bull Pond 
Lane, Dunstable.  Visitors welcome (£4), 
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KENSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Website:  www.kensworthparishcouncil.gov.uk
Contact: clerk@kensworthparishcouncil.gov.uk/07387 789897

Annual Parish Meeting: 9th April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Kensworth.
This meeting is for all residents of Kensworth – please save the date and 
come along!  Raise matters of local interest, hear about the work of the 
Parish Council and Community Groups on behalf of the community, ask 
questions, meet the Councillors representing you.  
Community groups or residents who wish to specifically share information 
or provide a short update at the meeting are invited to contact the Clerk.

Community Grants and Villager of the Year – now closed. Results will 
be announced at the Annual Parish Meeting in April.

Spring Clean and Community Litter Pick Saturday 21st March 10am
Come along and give an hour of your time – meet us at the Village Hall Car 
Park.  This year we will clean village signs, bus stops, and continue litter-
picking so we need more volunteers to help with.  Hope to see you there!  

We would like to thank resident Jane Bedlington for her recent litter-
picking activities which have made a positive difference. We know there 
are other residents who voluntarily work around the village to help keep it 
looking its best, and a thank you goes to all who play a part.

Next Parish Council Meetings:  
12th March at 7.30pm and 9th April at 7pm, Kensworth Village Hall.  

KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL
At the recent meeting the Committee discussed the hall maintenance for 
the next year. One item that needs attention is the wooden floor which is 
now showing a lot of wear and in need of some remedial work.  If there are 
any trades people in the village who specialise in this work, we would 
appreciate any help or advice you could offer!

We are pleased to have a Yoga class back at the hall. Why not come along 
early on a Thursday evening and check it out? 

Other events planned for this year are a Summer Fair, Family Bingo in 
November and the Christmas Fayre in December. 

Next Village Hall Committee Meeting: Wednesday 11th March, 7.30pm.
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