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33 Thornbury
Harpenden
AL5 5SN
Tel: (01582) 768347
Rev. Stuart Dyer,
Methodist Minister for Southdown,
Studham, Flamstead & Gaddesden Row

HELLO!
My warmest greetings to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
As you may imagine, one thing I have been asked to do many times during both
training and stationing has been ‘Stuart, tell us a little bit about yourself.’ It is actually
a difficult question – it depends upon what one wants to discover from the answer.
So the very first thing I want to say is how much I am looking forward to us all getting
to know each other over the coming months and years. I’m sure we will both have
lots of questions to explore over our time together, over many areas of discussion,
and I am eager to see where we will discover that ‘slender thread’ of God’s gracious
presence among us.
I was very taken by Pope Francis’ statement that he preferred to deal with people
in terms of nouns rather than adjectives, which allows for each of us to be open to
change and reflection in every aspect of our lives. So to my ‘nouns’! I am 54 years old,
and married to Chris. Between us we have five children, all of them ‘grown ups’ and
we currently have four grandchildren as well. Chris works for the Church of England
and will be commuting in to London from Harpenden.
My first love is music and in my teenage years I took up a life-long passion for
drumming, which continues today. As well as attempting to forge a career in music I
have worked for many years as a Primary school teacher, supply teacher and music
teacher. I am a keen consumer of the arts, especially film, opera and literature, though
I will admit to being somewhat eclectic in my tastes. As well as making time for these,
I enjoy running and have completed two half marathons and a couple of the ‘Great
South Run’ events. Chris and I enjoy travel and I would count visits to Cuba, South
Africa and the Netherlands as being particularly memorable.
God’s wonderful grace has brought me to you, as he has led me from a determinedly
atheistic teenager, through time in the Baptist and Charismatic Churches, to
Candidating for Ministry in the Methodist Church, where I feel I have found a true
home for the outworking of the faith he has given me.
Chris and I are very much looking forward to meeting you all!
Stuart
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AROUND ABOUT STUDHAM
ST MARY’S CHURCH
Church prayers: in our October prayers we shall be praying especially for everyone
who lives and works in our village pubs and local businesses, and in Knoll House.
If you would like a special prayer to be said, perhaps for a particular person or
event, please contact the Churchwarden, Meg Bender (872967 or meg.bender4@
btinternet.com).
The Harvest Festival is on Sunday 6th October at 10.30am. Thank you to all the
village organisations who have agreed to decorate the church with flowers and
food; the perishable food will be delivered to the Salvation Army to support their
work with disadvantaged people and the tins and packets will be donated to the
Dunstable Foodbank. The collection from the service will be sent to the Bishop of
St Albans Harvest Appeal which this year will be helping to bring solar electricity to
a remote rural community in Tanzania (see page 13).
After the service there will be an informal ‘Bring and Share’ lunch in church.
Everyone is very welcome; please contact the Rector or the Churchwarden if you
would like more details.
Children’s Church is on Sunday 20th October at 10.30am. Following the day’s
Gospel reading from St Luke, the children and young people will be thinking about
the importance of saying regular prayers which are the vital link with God. The
service will be followed by refreshments and a celebration of all the October
birthdays.
The church’s Annual Quiz takes place on Saturday 23rd November, at 7.30pm
in Studham Village Hall. Tickets, at £10 a head, include a fish and chip supper.
Please contact John McDougal (873257 or john.mcdougal@btinternet.com) for
tickets or to book your table of eight.

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM CHURCH
The Friends of Studham Church is a village group whose aim is to raise money for
the maintenance of the oldest building in the village.
Our next event is the annual Call My Bluff wine evening on Friday 1st November in
Studham Village Hall. An evening of humour and tall stories from our experienced
bluffers, 6 fine wines and buffet – tickets £17.50 (details below).
We also run a 100 Club which costs only £12 per year, with £60 in prizes each
month. Tracey Hayes and Annette Moss were the lucky September winners.
To find out more about the Friends or to join the 100 club or reserve tickets for the
wine evening, please e-mail john.mcdougal@btinternet.com or call 873257.
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WHIPSNADE INCLUDING OLDHILL WOOD

PRAYERS: this month, we will be praying for people living and working from
Chiltern Cottage to the Zoo, and along Dagnall Road. If you have any special
request, contact Nicola or write a request to hang on the prayer tree in the church.

HARVEST FESTIVAL: St Mary Magdalene Church is giving thanks for the harvest
on Sunday 6th October at the 9am service. Gifts of produce will be presented in
thanksgiving for our food. Do come along to join in this traditional event. The
collection will be given to the Bishop’s annual Harvest appeal, which this year is
“Light up Tanzania” (see page 13).
The church will be decorated with flowers and food on 5th October from 9.30am.
The food is given to the sick and elderly residents or donated to the Food Bank.

HARVEST LUNCH: the Village Lunch is the Harvest Lunch celebration. As usual,
everyone is welcome to the Village Hall at 12.30pm on Thursday 10th October. The
ticket is still £6, but is a three-course meal starting with vegetable soup, then a
choice of main course and pudding, followed by tea or coffee. The main course
menu is roast gammon, beef in ale pie, stuffed chicken breast or fisherman’s pie.
All proceeds will go to “Light up Tanzania” (see page 13).

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY: on 12th October 10am – 12 noon, come
to help tidy the churchyard for winter. Further details from Pam Ward (872406).

SCRUB CLEARING ON THE GREEN: we start again on Sundays 13th October
and 10th November from 11am until about 3pm. Meet on The Green on Chequers
Lane. Wear gloves and stout footwear and bring your picnic lunch, soup provided.
All helpers very welcome, even if you can only spare a short time. For further
information, contact Charles Frost (871417) or Ken France (872375).

WHIPSNADE VILLAGE HALL:
Bingo is starting in the Village Hall on Friday 11th October at 7pm,
with further sessions on 15th November and 13th December.
All are welcome to come along and join us.
Christmas Fair: on 1st December from 10.30am to 3.30pm in the Village Hall – lots
of stalls and light refreshments. We are holding a Christmas Draw so please look
out for tickets and sell them as widely as you can before the event. The draw will
take place at the Fair.
If you want a stall for this popular event, contact Carole Chant (Carole.chant@sky.
com).

KENSWORTH NEWSROUND
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KENSWORTH CHURCH PRAYERS
In October our special prayers will be for those who live in Common Road, from
Dovehouse Lane to Hollicks Lane. If you would like a particular prayer to be said,
please contact Dorothy Blackburn (872670).

KENSWORTH PARISH CHURCH
In October we celebrate the (approximate) foundation of the
church building in the 12th century. There is evidence of an
older church building below the present one, so there has
been a place of worship on this site for at least 900 years.
Next year we have a big anniversary – the recording of the
first Vicar in 1220 – preparations are already under way for
the celebrations!
There will be a Messy Holy Communion on 13th October, preceded by breakfast for
everyone at 10.15am. All are very welcome to attend.
Choir News: the choir practises on Fridays 6pm – 7pm in the church. The sung
services are usually on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. If you would like
to join, please contact Mike Palmer (524183 or medpalmer@gmail.com), or the
Rector (872223 or revnicolalenthall@btinternet.com). We also welcome instrument
players to help accompany on occasions.
Sunday School: for all young people, there is a Messy Holy Communion on 13th
October, and on 27th October the younger children will have special activities to
understand the Bible story about how God loves us.
If you would like your child to join Sunday School, or if you want to be a helper,
please contact Katherine Huggins (607841) for details.
Messy Church: this will be in church on the 13th October, in the form of Messy Holy
Communion (see above).

CHURCH SHOP
The shop, in the Church Hall, Clayhall Road (behind the Vicarage), is open 2 –
4pm on Wednesdays and 10am – 12 noon on Saturdays. All kinds of treasures
are available – come and have a browse! (Unfortunately, we cannot sell electrical
goods, clothing or large items of furniture.)

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
For all services, see p. 14. The October Coffee Morning is on Saturday 5th, 10.30am
– 12 noon. Come and enjoy delicious tea/coffee and cakes and friendly chat.
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STUDHAM EXTRA

Photos from the
recent Studhambury
at the Red Lion –
courtesy of Belinda
Neasham
STUDHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL
Since writing for the September edition, we have only been in school for three days
so fresh news is at something of a premium!
It is nice to know that our school is officially
“full” and indeed we have a waiting list for a
number of year groups. We have also been
very lucky in being fully staffed with highly
experienced teachers. Many schools are
relying on agency staff (good though they may
be) to see them over the recruitment crisis.
We are delighted to welcome Miss Atkins to
succeed Mrs Rhodes in Years 1&2 following
Mrs Rhodes’ retirement. We are equally pleased to be joined by Mrs Brazier
(replacing Miss Hardy), who job shares the Year 3 & 4 class, during Miss Hardy’s
maternity leave. Both are very experienced teachers and we welcome them to our
team. We are also keen to welcome Miss Hardy’s baby but thus far no news!
Coming up we have our Harvest Festival. More in the next edition. (The photo
shows our teddy bears’ picnic at the end of last term).

STUDHAM VILLAGE HALL
Floor replacement: plans are in hand for the work to be done in the foreseeable
future. Contact for tender is Mike Smart, Glasspool & Thaiss (Structural Engineers)
(01494 771314 or mike@glasspoolandthaiss.com).
Our thanks to all users of the hall for their continued support.
Carols in the Hall: Sunday 24th November, 3pm – 4.30pm. This will be the 10th
anniversary. A community afternoon with traditional and other carols and songs.
We welcome the children from Studham School and the Three Villages Musicians
and Choir. There will be refreshments. Free entry.

KENSWORTH EXTRA
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KENSWORTH FLOWER & VEGETABLE SHOW 2019
Once again, the villagers did themselves proud when the
annual Flower & Vegetable Show was held on 7th September.
With over 300 exhibits on display, the judges were presented
with some difficult decisions before selecting the winning
entries in the 55 categories. The children from Kensworth
School produced a colourful display of painted pebbles and
artwork.
A packed Village Hall saw Nick Robinson of Ashtons present
awards to Jo Cook, Joanne Crosby, Isobel Buckle and Anne
McDonald. The award for Best Front Garden was retained
by Chris and Maureen Venstone, and Jack and Lena Davis
were popular winners of the Best Allotment. However, the star of the Show was
Geoffrey Stafford (photo), who won the Best Fruit, Best Vegetable and Best Flower
awards, which not surprisingly resulted in him walking away with the trophy as the
overall winner.
The Committee would like to express their thanks to Ashtons for their continued
sponsorship of the Show and to the following who kindly provided raffle prizes on
the day:
Chicks Crop Shop; Harpers; Horse & Jockey; London Luton Airport; Men in Sheds;
TC Feeds.
Finally, thanks to all exhibitors and visitors for contributing to another successful
Show – see you next year!

BARN DANCE
Reminder: Family Barn Dance in Kensworth Village Hall on Saturday 5th October,
5.30pm – 8.30pm; tickets: adults £16, children £7.50, Family (2 adults & 2 children)
£42. Ring Jane Bedlington (871139) to see if any tickets remain.

SPEED WATCH
Speed Watch is operating on Common Road in Kensworth; the highest speed
recorded recently was 48 mph and this was by the entrance to the school at
8.45am. All vehicles exceeding the limit are reported to the police, who take the
appropriate action.

KENSWORTH DROP IN CLUB
Everyone is welcome to ‘Drop In’ at Kensworth Village Hall every Thursday 9am –
11am for tea/coffee and biscuits (soft drinks and crisps for children). Enjoy a chat
and games and get to know the locals!
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WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL & LOCAL NEWS

WHIPSNADE PARISH COUNCIL
A Cyclo-Cross event is coming again to
Whipsnade Green this autumn on Sunday
3rd November.
This follows a highly successful (if slightly
irregular) event held last year when several
hundred enthusiastic competitors pitted
themselves against the bumpy and “draggy”
sward, which forms much of this part of the
Green, over a circular course. This time
the event has the full support of the Parish
Council who have helped the organisers, Icknield Road Cycling Club, to gain proper
permissions. The event is one of a winter series of events held across southern
England sponsored by British Cycling, so this could be your chance to start a new
sporting pursuit!
Entry is open to all by registering on the website (see below) or on the day. Races
start at around 20-minute intervals from 9.30am to 2.45pm. U8 boys and girls
start first, followed by U10, U12, U14 and U16 categories with boys and girls riding
together. Time then for the adults to have a go with separate junior and senior,
men and women categories plus races for ‘veteran’ men & women’s age groups:
40 to 49, 50 to 59 and over 60’s.
(www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/details/212146/CCXL-R8---Cross-at-the-Zoo)
Next Parish Council meeting is Tuesday 12th November, 7.30pm, at Whipsnade
Village Hall.

POPPY APPEAL
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2019 runs from 25th October to 10th
November. The Legion continues to need our support; if you pay tax and are
able to Gift Aid your donation, that also helps the fundraising. Please ask your
poppy person for a form. The door-to-door collectors will be coming round the
three villages as usual.
More Poppy People are always needed. Please contact Local Poppy Appeal
Organiser, Pam Ward (872406) if you would like to help.

BIKE ‘N HIKE
Well done to all who took part in the recent Bike ‘n Hike – whether cycling, walking,
meeting and greeting, providing refreshments or in any other way. The front cover
shows Gill Harris of Studham and Barrie Huggins of Kensworth setting off from
Whipsnade Church.
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CHURCH NEWS
BISHOP OF ST ALBANS HARVEST APPEAL
This year’s Appeal is “Light up Tanzania”. This seeks to bring electricity – in the
form of solar panels – to around 350 households in the rural area of Singida,
Tanzania. These will make a huge difference! Presently, people rely on paraffinstyle (kerosene) lamps in the evenings – which have caused many serious burn
injuries – and their cooking is done on firewood or charcoal, creating high levels of
smoke indoors too.

KENSWORTH METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday services are usually at 10.30am:
6th October
Harvest Festival led by Mrs Hyacinth Taylor - lunch to follow
(please book with Mrs Doris Folds: 968149 - cost £7.50). Gifts
of food for the Foodbank. Monies to Chilli Children, Uganda, and
MHA Dementia Unit, Trembaths, Letchworth.
th
13 October
Worship led by Mr Ivor Mitchelmore.
th
20 October
Holy Communion led by the Reverend Nigel Bibbings.
th
27 October
United Service at Edlesborough - Worship led by Mr David Mead
(no service at Kensworth).
Growing Together: Bible Study and fellowship: 17th October at 7.30pm
(refreshments) for 7.45pm. Come and join us! Please contact Mrs Elisabeth
Bibbings (01525 872126) to find out more.

STUDHAM METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 13th October 10am
Sunday 27th October 10am

Linda Hillier
Rev. Stuart Dyer

Holy Communion

NORTH CHILTERNS GROUP
The Quiet Morning was greatly enjoyed by the attendees, who appreciated the
leadership of Canon Liz Hughes in the tranquil atmosphere of Redbourn parish
church and churchyard.
The North Chilterns Group Advent Service is being replaced by a performance of
‘Messiah’ to be held at St Mary’s, Eaton Bray at 6pm on Sunday 1st December,
as part of their 800th celebrations. Book places through your NCG representative.
Talking Point 2019 on Thursday 17th October at 7.30pm at St Mary’s, Eaton Bray,
will be about ‘Can we trust the Bible?’, led by two speakers from the Oxford Centre
for Apologetics.
NCG Reps: Dorothy Blackburn (872670) or Deirdre Brook (01525 852557)
Kensworth, Derek Spriggs (873468) Studham, Isobel Randall (872552) Whipsnade
or contact Revd. Nicola Lenthall (872223).

Page 16

MORE STUDHAM

STUDHAM TENNIS CLUB
We are delighted to announce we are offering free annual
Junior Membership (with every full adult member) and
annual Family Membership from £75.
Junior and adult tennis coaching takes place every Saturday
morning between 9am and 11am (juniors 9am – 10am,
adults 10am – 11am). All are welcome – non-members £6
per session, members £4 per session. Our coach, Megan,
is also available for private individual or group lessons
(07826 855 388 for more information). Family social play
takes place on a Saturday between 2pm and 4pm.
For more information on coaching or joining the club please contact Andrew Jones on
andrew.jones@expressvending.co.uk or 07833 111 682/www.studhamtennisclub.
co.uk.

FRIENDS OF STUDHAM COMMON
The month of October is the time for the autumn general clearance.
The Friends’ next working party will be on Saturday 19th October. Our work party
will follow on from an earlier visit in the month, from our friends and colleagues
in Wendover Woods, when they will work on West Common in order to clear
out a growth of holly and thin out smaller trees and saplings to enable the more
established trees to grow more freely.
Our work party will continue this theme of general preparation for next year on West
Common, by thinning trees, and selective cutting and clearing of grass and bracken
where necessary, from the glade by Church Road, and also on parts of the Old
School House meadow, in addition to trimming the school hedge.
These acts will ensure that the hedgerows will eventually form a continuous dense
habitat for nesting birds and a corridor for other animals.
Everyone is welcome, especially new members. All tools and a light lunch will
be provided – please come and help out; we meet at the War Memorial on West
Common, opposite the Red Lion at 10am. Contact Keith Draine (07807 363629 or
info@westlea-pm.com) for further information.

CARPET BOWLS
The Club meets at 7pm on Thursdays and dates are in the diary section. We are
a small, friendly group and new members are most welcome – or just come for a
taster. Contacts are Pat Thorne (872751) or Des Salmon (872082).

KENSWORTH SCHOOL NEWS
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KENSWORTH C of E PRIMARY ACADEMY & PRESCHOOL
What a fantastic start to the term we have had at Kensworth. We welcomed new
staff and children to our school, with some of our smallest children taking advantage
of the all-day offer at Pre-school. Contact the school office if you are interested in
taking up the offer of 30 hours free funding.
On the second day back, Mr Gibson from
Affinity Water came to work with us for the
morning. Cherry Class learnt how to filter dirty
water and which materials are flushable....not
flushable toilet wipes apparently! Oak and
Hornbeam went outside and became a part of
a water stress test. This highlighted why we
should be saving water and how valuable it
is. We all then played games which taught us
some water saving tips, and promised to use
these to save water at home and at school.
As the children are becoming
environmentally aware this term, we
have ordered a battery box for the
school. Everyone is welcome to bring
their batteries for recycling.
With the hall out of action and the lovely
weather we’ve been having, we have
decided to hold our Collective Worship
outside when we can. The children
have enjoyed sitting in the pavilion and
we will also use other areas around
the school grounds. Rev. Bibbings has
kindly agreed to host our Harvest service at the Methodist Church in the village
(see school website for details).
We would like to say an absolutely massive THANK YOU to our lovely PTA! They
not only very kindly gave us a hand with getting the school ready for the new term,
but have worked in the holidays to refurbish our toilets. We now have beautiful,
bright new cubicles and mirrors which look fantastic for the oldest children.
To contact the school, please telephone the Headteacher, Mrs O Bates (872336),
or email kensworth@cbc.beds.sch.uk.

Kensworth School Parent Teachers’ Association asks for your support:
We will be holding a Quiz Night on 23rd November – more details next issue.
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MORE STUDHAM

BINGO
On Wednesdays 9th and 23rd October at 7.30pm in Studham Village Hall. Why not
come and join us? £5 will pay your entrance, set of 6 books, strip of raffle tickets
and even a cup of tea/coffee! New players always welcome.

STUDHAM PLAYING FIELDS
Please contact the Playing Fields if you would like to use the space for a function or
activity – contact Paul Hocking (pdhocking@btinternet.com or tel:07500 849280).
Would all those who walk their dogs through the Playing Fields please keep them
on a lead and remember to clean up after them. Dog faeces can be dangerous to
the health of young children as well as being ‘anti-social’ to those using the sporting
facilities, and remember that the football pitch is adjacent to the footpath.

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
On Thursday 3rd October 6pm – 9pm: Dungeons and
Dragons. Ever wondered what D&D is all about? Fancied
playing but don’t know how? Already play but would like to
play more? Then why not come and try? The adventure
begins – all you need is your imagination. It is hoped that
this will be a monthly event. Call in the Club or ring Bryan
(07768 765011) for more details.
N.B. New swipe cards need to be presented every time you buy a drink to benefit
from members’ prices, so if you haven’t joined, pick up a form available at the bar.

SCRABBLE
Our small but enthusiastic Scrabble Group meets at 2pm every Tuesday afternoon
at Studham Village Hall.

WI
On Thursday 3rd October at 7.30pm in Studham Village Hall - Mike Pittam on
Foodbanks. This is an open meeting so all are welcome. Entrance for nonmembers is £4. There will be no competition this month – please bring a nonperishable item for the foodbank instead.

QUIZZES
On Tuesday 1st October at 8pm – the Red Lion Quiz Night is back. Held on the
first Tuesday in the month, all proceeds will go to the Village Hall. Why not put in
a team? It is a great night. £3 a head entry to the quiz, there is a raffle and food
is available – but remember if you want the curry – you need to order in advance!

KENSWORTH EXTRA 2
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KENSWORTH VILLAGE HALL
At the September meeting the committee
reported that the refurbishment of the hall is
almost complete. All grants and donations
have been utilised and more funding will
be required for the last remaining items to
be replaced: fire exit doors and the kitchen
hatch.
Future events planned are:
* Friday 11th October, 6.30pm, a joint event with Kensworth Parish Council,
followed at 7 – 9pm by an Open Evening for all residents of the village, to inspect
and try out all the new equipment which will be on display, accompanied by cheese
and wine and soft drinks.
* Village Walks will take place on Saturdays 12th October and 9th November.
Meet at the Village Hall car park at 10am, for a walk followed by refreshments.
* Sunday 1st December: the Christmas Fayre, 1pm – 4pm. Come and buy your
Christmas gifts from an even bigger variety of stalls than last year. Santa will be
visiting the children, and there will be mulled wine and refreshments on offer.
* Friday 6th December: a Christmas Bingo Evening with fun for all the family.
Next meeting: Wednesday 2nd October at 7.30pm.

KENSWORTH BABY & TODDLER GROUP
Wednesdays, term time, 9.30am – 11.30am, Kensworth Village Hall. £2 per child,
£1 per sibling. Includes snack and craft, and tea/coffee/biscuits for the grown-ups!
Friendly parent-run group. Find us on Facebook.

KENSWORTH LADIES’ CLUB
The October meeting will take place on Monday 7th in the Church Hall at 7.30pm.
All ladies welcome.

FRIENDS of KENSWORTH CHURCH
All are very welcome to attend the Annual General Meeting in the church at 7.30pm
on Wednesday 9th October. There will be a brief business meeting followed by
light refreshments. People of all faiths and none, who share an interest in the
preservation of historic buildings such as St Mary’s (approx. 900 years old), are
warmly invited to join our group and support our fundraising events.
Monthly Draw Club: the September winners were Linda Walker and Cara Manton.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

KENSWORTH
The new equipment has been a great success and we’re pleased to have
received such positive feedback and to have seen so many children happily playing
throughout the summer.
The Village Hall has also been refurbished over the summer period.
To celebrate both the new play equipment and refurbishment of the Village Hall,
please help us celebrate on Friday 11th October. We will be meeting at 6.30pm by
the play equipment and there will be a cheese and wine evening held in the Hall
from 7pm.
We are pleased EB Lions Football Club will again use the recreation ground at
Common Road to provide football training and matches for boys and girls from U5
to U18 years.
For further information, please e-mail them direct (facilities@eblions.co.uk).

STUDHAM
Our next meeting is on Monday 7th October – you are most welcome to attend. It
will start at 7pm in the Committee Room at the Village Hall.
We have organised a presentation regarding the “Ash Die-back” which is affecting
trees throughout the area. On Saturday 5th October at 10.30am in the Village Hall.
John Morris, Director of the Chiltern Woodlands project, will be the presenter.
Our new website is up and running – same address - www.studhamparish.co.uk.
If you have recently moved into the village and have not received a Parish Council
Welcome Pack, please let us know and we will correct our error.
Could we ask that you help “keep our village tidy” by taking a few simple steps?
- Dog walkers – please ‘poop scoop’ after your pet and dispose of it, either in the
bins provided throughout the village or take it home with you for disposal. No-one
likes to see trees adorned with plastic bags!
- Garden waste - dispose of your garden rubbish either in your green bin or use the
tidy tip! The new tip at Thorn Turn is much easier – no steps! Disposing of rubbish
on the common or land other than your own is “flytipping”.
- Hedges - it is the responsibility of the hedge owner to cut the side that abuts a
public highway or footpath. Keeping the footpaths clear makes life a little better
and safer for all our pedestrians (and saves the Parish Council having to instigate
action to have a hedge cut at the owner’s expense!).
- Autumn is the time for bonfires. Please consider your neighbours before lighting.
Studham is a beautiful village, that’s why we all live here. Let’s all work together
to keep it that way please.

LOCAL NEWS AND EVENTS
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DUNSTABLE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
On Tuesday 8th October, Villages of North Beds. Society member, David Warner,
displays photos of picturesque villages including the historic lockup at Harrold,
the old watermill at Bromham and the fortress mound at Yielden. 7.45pm in the
Methodist Church Hall, Dunstable. Visitors £2.

SOUTH BEDS ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERS
Our talk this month is by Mike Payne on the Battle of Chalgrove. On Wednesday
2nd October at 7.45pm in the Salvation Army Centre, Bull Pond Lane in Dunstable.

NATIONAL TRUST - WHIPSNADE AND DUNSTABLE DOWNS
Come along to our Community Scrub Bash on Dunstable Downs on 13th October
from 10.30am – 2.30pm. Help us to reduce the amount of invasive scrub on the
Downs as part of our chalk grassland management. You can find out more about
how we manage the Downs and get to know the Rangers who work there. Hand
tools, gloves and refreshments are provided.
Apple Day at Whipsnade Jubilee Orchard (next to the Whipsnade Tree Cathedral)
On 20th October from 12 noon – 3pm. Have a go at pressing apples from the
orchard, or bring your own to press and take away. Get inspiration for apple-based
recipes from our volunteer bakers. Learn how to prune young fruit trees and see
how you can get involved with looking after the orchard throughout the year.
Details at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dunstable-downs-and-whipsnade-estate.

INDIAN SUMMER
What is an ‘Indian Summer’? It’s a spell of unseasonably warm, dry and calm
weather, usually following a period of colder weather or frost in the late Autumn.
As a climatic event it is technically called a weather singularity: a climatic event that
recurs around the same time of year.
The term Indian Summer reached England in the 19th century, during the heyday
of the British Raj in India. This led to the idea that the term referred to the Indian
subcontinent. In fact, the Indians in question were the Native Americans, then called
‘Red Indians’ in the mistaken belief by the early explorers that they thought they
had reached India, and the term began to be used there in the late 18th century.
The incidence of ‘Indian Summers’ has increased significantly over the past decade
or so as one symptom of the unstable weather caused by global warming. The
Native Americans espoused, and lived, a life of harmony with nature that is now
being put forward by scientists concerned about climate change as a solution to the
world’s climate problems. It is ironic and sad that they should have given their name
to something that has now become associated with global warming.

